Creative Piano Lesson Plan for Kids: Tell a Story with Music in 30 Minutes / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

The Piano: The World's Storytelling Machine

Materials Needed:

¢ A speaker for playing music

¢ A device with internet access (tablet, computer, or phone)

e Access to a piano or keyboard (OR a free online piano like the one at OnlinePianist's Virtual Piano)
¢ A piece of paper and a pencil (optional, for brainstorming)

Lesson Plan (30 Minutes)

Part 1: The Spark - A World Without Pianos? (5 minutes)

1. Engage with a Question: Start by asking Ann, "Imagine your favorite movie or video game.
Now, imagine it with NO music. Would it feel the same? How does music help tell the story?"

2. Introduce the Big Idea: Explain, "For a long, long time, it was hard for one musician to play
music that was both super quiet and suddenly LOUD. It was like they could only whisper or shout.
Then, around 300 years ago, an instrument was invented that could do both! It was called the
'‘pianoforte,’ which means 'soft-loud' in Italian. We just call it the piano."

3. The Piano's Superpower: Tell her, "This 'soft-loud' ability was a superpower! It meant one
person could tell a whole emotional story with music, just like an actor can with their voice. The
piano didn't just change music; it gave storytellers a brand new tool."

Part 2: Time-Traveling Ears - A Listening Adventure (10 minutes)

We're going to listen to two very short pieces of music to hear how the piano changed everything. For
each one, ask Ann to close her eyes and think: "What story is this music telling? What character do you
imagine?"

1. Listen to Music #1 (Before Piano's Popularity): Play 30-45 seconds of a harpsichord piece,
like Bach's "Minuet in G."

o Ask: "How does this feel? Is the volume the same the whole time? Does it sound more like a
polite dance or a dramatic story?" (Guide her to notice it's beautiful, but the volume is very
consistent).

2. Listen to Music #2 (The Piano Takes Over): Play 30-45 seconds of a dynamic piano piece, like
the beginning of Beethoven's "Moonlight Sonata" (1st Movement) or a dramatic section from a
movie score like John Williams' "Hedwig's Theme."

o Ask: "Wow, what's different? Did you hear quiet parts and louder parts? What kind of feeling
or story did that create? Mysterious? Exciting? Sad?"

3. Connect the Dots: Briefly explain, "See? The piano allowed composers to add drama, suspense,
and deep feelings into their music. It became the go-to tool for songwriters, movie composers,
and anyone who wanted to tell a story with sound."

Part 3: Your Turn! - Create a Musical Story (10 minutes)
Now, Ann gets to be the composer and storyteller!

1. Set the Stage: Go to the piano, keyboard, or the online virtual piano. Say, "Your mission is to tell
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a short story using only sound. You don't have to play a 'song,' you just have to create a feeling."
2. Choose a Feeling: Ask Ann to pick an emotion or a simple story idea. For example:
o A tiny mouse sneaking past a sleeping cat (quiet, high-pitched notes, then a sudden LOUD
chord!)
o Someone feeling very sad and lonely (slow, low notes).
o A superhero flying through the city (fast, powerful, rising notes).
o Feeling excited for a party (upbeat, bouncy notes).
3. Explore and Create: Give Ann about 5-7 minutes to experiment. Encourage her to explore:
o High vs. Low notes: How do they feel different? (High can be happy/light, low can be
sad/scary).
o Loud vs. Soft: How does changing the volume change the story?
o Fast vs. Slow: What's the difference between running notes and walking notes?

Part 4: The Grand Performance & Reflection (5 minutes)

1. Share the Story: Ask Ann to "perform" her musical story for you.

2. Reflect and Connect: After she plays, ask her to explain the story she was telling with her
music. Ask questions like:

o "l heard you play some very quiet notes there, what was happening in your story then?"
o "Why did you choose to use high notes for that part?"

3. Wrap-Up: Conclude by saying, "You just did exactly what the world's greatest composers have
been doing for hundreds of years! You used the piano's 'soft-loud' superpower to tell a story
without a single word. That's how the piano shaped the world—it gave everyone, from famous
composers to you, a way to share their feelings and stories through music."
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