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Lesson Plan: The Top 10 Rules - A Modern-Day
Guide

Materials Needed:

¢ Large piece of paper (poster board or butcher paper)

Markers, colored pencils, or crayons

A kid-friendly version of the Ten Commandments (printed or online)
Pen or pencil and a notebook

Optional: Old magazines, scissors, and glue for making a collage

1. Learning Objectives (The Goal)
By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to:

¢ Paraphrase each of the Ten Commandments in their own words.

¢ Create a modern-day scenario or example for each commandment.

¢ Explain the underlying principles of the commandments (e.g., respect, honesty, kindness).
¢ Design a "Modern-Day Tablets" poster that translates the commandments for today's world.

2. Introduction: The Time-Traveler's Mission (5-10 minutes)

Teacher's Script: "Imagine we are time-traveling historians who have just discovered an ancient,
super important list of rules called the Ten Commandments. Our museum has given us a special
mission: these rules are so old that people today might not understand them. Your job is not just to read
them, but to become a 'Modern Scribe'a€”someone who can translate these ancient ideas into a guide
for how kids and families can live happily and kindly in the 21st century. Are you ready for the mission?"

e Engage the student by asking: "What do you think rules are for? Are they to spoil fun, or do they
have a bigger purpose?"

¢ Briefly discuss the origin of the Ten Commandments (given to Moses on Mount Sinai) as the
historical context for our "discovery."

3. Main Activity Part 1: Decoding the Ancient Text (15-20 minutes)

Together, read through a kid-friendly version of the Ten Commandments. Instead of just reading the list,
turn it into a conversation. Group them into two main categories to make them easier to understand.

Category 1: Rules about honoring God (Commandments 1-4)
Category 2: Rules about honoring people (Commandments 5-10)
For each commandment, use these guiding questions to spark creative application:

¢ "What does this really mean in your own words?" (e.g., "You shall not murder" could mean
"Never hurt someone's body on purpose.")
¢ "If this rule didn't exist, what might our world look like?" (This helps them see the
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purpose.)

¢ "How would this rule apply to life today? Think about school, family, friendships, or
even the internet.” (e.g., "You shall not steal" could relate to not taking a sibling's toy, but also
not using someone's online gaming account without permission.)

¢ "What's the 'big idea' or value behind this rule?" (Guide them toward concepts like Honesty,
Respect, Loyalty, Kindness, etc.)

Jot down some of the student's "modern translation" ideas in a notebook. These will be used in the next
part.

4. Main Activity Part 2: Creating the Modern-Day Tablets (25-30 minutes)
This is the core creative project where the student becomes the "Modern Scribe."

1. Set up the Poster: Take the large piece of paper and draw two large, tablet-shaped outlines on
it. Title the poster "A Modern Guide to The Top 10 Rules."

2. Translate and lllustrate: For each of the Ten Commandments, the student will write two things
inside the tablet shapes:

o The Modern Rule: Using the ideas from your discussion, the student writes the
commandment in their own, modern-day language. (e.g., "Honor your father and mother"
becomes "Respect and listen to your parents, even when you disagree.")

o The Real-World Example: The student must draw a simple picture, comic strip, or create
a magazine-collage image that shows their modern rule in action. The picture could show
someone following the rule (a positive example) or what happens when someone breaks it
(a negative example).

3. Teacher's Role: Act as a guide and creative partner. Help brainstorm ideas if they get stuck, but
let their creativity lead. Encourage color, humor, and personal examples to make the poster truly
their own.

5. Conclusion & Assessment: The Museum Exhibit (5-10 minutes)
Once the poster is complete, it's time for the "museum exhibit."

¢ Have the student present their "Modern-Day Tablets" as if they were a museum curator explaining
the artifact to visitors. They should explain a few of their favorite translations and illustrations.
¢ Formative Assessment (Discussion): Ask reflective questions to gauge their understanding:
o "Which rule was the most interesting to translate for today's world? Why?"
o "If you could only pick three of these rules for your community to follow, which three would
you pick and why?"
o "How do these rules help build a world that is more fair and kind?"
¢ Summative Assessment (The Project): The completed poster itself serves as the assessment.
It visually demonstrates the student's ability to understand, apply, and creatively reinterpret the
core principles of the commandments, meeting the lesson's objectives.

6. Extension Ideas (Optional)

¢ Rule-Play: Create short, 1-minute skits for a few of the commandments to act them out.

e Story Writing: Write a short story about a character who has to make a choice related to one of
the commandments.

¢ Community Rules: Brainstorm a "Top 5" list of rules for your own homeschool or family, inspired
by the principles discussed.
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