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Octavia's Awesome Alphabet Adventure: The
Letter 'A'
Materials Needed:

Alphabet flashcard for the letter 'A' (showing both uppercase 'A' and lowercase 'a')
Play-Doh (any color)
A small tray or cookie sheet
A thin layer of salt, sand, or uncooked rice in the tray
One small object that starts with the /a/ sound (e.g., a toy apple, a plastic animal like an
alligator or ant)
A large piece of paper or a small whiteboard
A marker
(Optional) A simple picture book that features the letter 'A', like "The Apple Pie Tree" by Zoe
Hall.

Lesson Plan Details
Subject: Phonics / Early Literacy

Student: Octavia (Age 4)

Time Allotment: 25-30 minutes

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, Octavia will be able to:

Recognize the uppercase letter 'A'.
Produce the short /a/ sound, as in "apple."
Form the letter 'A' using a hands-on, multi-sensory method.
Identify an object that begins with the /a/ sound.

Lesson Activities (Step-by-Step)

1. Warm-Up: The Sound Song (5 minutes)

Activity: Start with a fun, familiar song like the "ABC Song" to get into a learning mood.
Teacher's Script: "Hi Octavia! Let's get our brains ready for some alphabet fun. Let's sing our
ABCs together! Ready? (Sing the song together). Great job! Today, we are going on an
adventure with a very special letter. It’s the first letter of the whole alphabet! It’s the letter
'A'."

2. Meet the Letter 'A' (5 minutes)

Activity: Introduce the shape and sound of the letter 'A'.
Teacher's Script: "Look! This is the letter 'A'. (Show the flashcard). This is the big, uppercase
'A' and the small, lowercase 'a'. The letter 'A' makes the sound /a/... /a/... /a/. Can you make
that sound with me? Let’s pretend we are about to bite into a big, juicy a-a-apple. /a/... /a/...
apple!"
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Action: Point to your mouth as you make the sound to show the shape your mouth makes.
Encourage Octavia to do the same. Repeat the sound together several times.

3. Multi-Sensory Creation: Building and Tracing 'A' (10 minutes)

This part is all about hands-on fun to help her remember the letter's shape.

Activity 1: Play-Doh 'A's.
Teacher's Script: "Now let's build the letter 'A'! Take your Play-Doh and roll it into three
snakes. We need two long snakes and one short one. Great! Now, let's make the 'A'
shape. We'll make two long snakes lean against each other like a tent, and then put the
short snake across the middle. Look! You made an 'A'!"

Activity 2: Magic Letter Writing.
Teacher's Script: "Let's use our magic writing tray! Use your magic finger to draw the
letter 'A' in the sand. A big line down, another big line down, and a little line across.
Wow! Let's shake it and make it disappear... and do it again!"

4. Application: The 'A' Sound Scavenger Hunt (5 minutes)

Activity: Connect the letter sound to the real world.
Teacher's Script: "Octavia, I have a secret mission for you. I’ve hidden something in this
room that starts with our special /a/ sound. Can you be a sound detective and find it?
Remember, we are listening for the /a/ sound, like in a-a-apple."
Action: Hide the apple or other 'A' object in a fairly obvious place. Cheer her on as she looks
for it. When she finds it, celebrate her success. "You found the apple! Apple starts with /a/!
You did it!"

5. Wrap-Up & Review (2-3 minutes)

Activity: Quickly review what was learned and give positive reinforcement.
Teacher's Script: "You were an amazing alphabet adventurer today! What letter did we
learn? (Wait for her to say 'A' or point to it). That's right! And what sound does 'A' make? (/a/).
Just like in... (point to the apple). You are so smart! Next time, we'll go on an adventure with
the letter 'B'!"
Action: On the large piece of paper, draw a big letter 'A' and tape the flashcard next to it. You
can add to this chart with each new letter you learn.

Differentiation & Adaptation
For Extra Support: If forming the letter is tricky, focus only on recognition. Use hand-over-
hand guidance to help her trace the letter in the sand tray. Stick with just the uppercase 'A' for
the first lesson.
For an Extra Challenge: Ask Octavia to find more than one object that starts with the /a/
sound. See if she can think of any other 'A' words (animal, astronaut, ant). You can also
practice forming the lowercase 'a' in the Play-Doh and sand.

Assessment (Informal Observation)
Observe during the lesson: Does Octavia attempt to make the /a/ sound when prompted?
Watch her hands-on work: Does she engage with the Play-Doh and sand, attempting to form
the letter shape?
Check for understanding: Is she able to find the hidden object during the scavenger hunt? Can
she point to the letter 'A' flashcard when you ask, "Where is the letter 'A'?"


