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Mission: Clarity - Decoding and Crafting
Powerful Informational Texts

Materials Needed:

¢ Computer with internet access

A digital or physical notebook and pen/pencil

Highlighters (digital or physical, in at least 3 different colors)
Access to a word processor (like Google Docs or Microsoft Word)
A timer (optional)

Lesson Plan Details

Subject: English Language Arts

Grade Level: 10 (Age 15)

Topic: Linguistic Features for Organizational Efficiency in Informational Texts

Relevant Standard: EN10OINF-II-2: Examine linguistic features as tools to achieve organizational
efficiency in informational texts (diction and style, transition devices, sentence structure and function).

Learning Objectives:
By the end of this mission, you (the student) will be able to:

¢ Analyze how an author's diction and style create a specific tone and impact the reader.

¢ Identify and explain the function of various transition devices that create logical flow.

¢ Evaluate how varied sentence structures improve the clarity and rhythm of a text.

¢ Apply these linguistic features to create your own clear, efficient, and engaging informational
text.

Lesson Activities
Part 1: Your Mission Briefing (15 minutes)
Objective: To understand why organizational efficiency is critical for communication.

Welcome, Agent. Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to become a master of clarity. In the
world of information, messages are often jumbled, confusing, or boring. Your job is to learn the secret
codes that make information powerful and easy to understand.

Your First Task: Decode the Garbled Message.

August 26, 2025 - Page 1 of 4



Mastering Informational Texts: A 10th Grade ELA Lesson on Linguistic Features for Clear Writing / Lesson Planner /

LearningCorner.co

Read the following paragraph. It contains vital information, but the transmission is corrupted. In your
notebook, jot down what you think the main point is and what makes it so hard to read.

"Photosynthesis is a process. Plants use it. They make food. Sunlight is needed. Water is
needed. Carbon dioxide is needed. The plant takes in sunlight. The leaves do this. The roots
take in water. The air has carbon dioxide. The plant makes sugar. The sugar is glucose. The
plant gets energy from the sugar. Oxygen is released. This is good for us."

Think about it: Is the message clear? Is it engaging? If you were learning about this for the first time,
would you be interested? This is the kind of communication we are here to fix.

Part 2: Agent Training - Mastering the Tools of Clarity (30 minutes)

Objective: To learn about the three core linguistic features for clear communication.

We will now train you in three essential techniques. We'll call them your "Agent Toolkit."

1.

2.

3.

Tool #1: Diction and Style (Code Words)

What it is: Diction is simply the choice of words an author uses. Style is the way the author puts
those words together. These choices create a specific tone (the author's attitude) and make the
text feel formal, casual, scientific, or artistic.

Mini-Mission: Rewrite the sentence below in two different styles:

o Style 1: Extremely Formal (as if for a scientific journal).
o Style 2: Very Casual (as if explaining it to a good friend via text message).

Original Sentence: "The experiment produced a significant and unexpected result."
Tool #2: Transition Devices (Connectors)

What they are: These are words and phrases that build bridges between ideas. They show the
reader how sentences and paragraphs are related. Without them, information is just a jumbled
list.

Common Connectors:

o To Add an ldea: additionally, furthermore, in addition, moreover

o To Contrast: however, in contrast, on the other hand, yet

o To Show Cause & Effect: as a result, consequently, therefore, thus

o To Give an Example: for example, for instance, specifically, to illustrate

Mini-Mission: Use your new connectors to improve this short passage:

"The rover landed on Mars. It began collecting rock samples. The mission controllers were worried
about the dust storm. The rover's solar panels were getting covered."

Tool #3: Sentence Structure (The Blueprint)

What it is: Relying on one type of sentence is like building with only one type of brick—it's boring
and unstable! Great writers mix short, punchy sentences with longer, more detailed ones.

o Simple Sentence: One independent clause. (The sun set.)
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o Compound Sentence: Two independent clauses joined by a conjunction like 'and', 'but’, or
'so'. (The sun set, and the moon rose.)

o Complex Sentence: One independent clause and at least one dependent clause. (When
the sun set, the moon rose.)

Mini-Mission ("Sentence Surgery"): Combine the short, choppy sentences from the original
"Garbled Message" about photosynthesis into a more sophisticated paragraph using at least one
compound and one complex sentence.

Part 3: The Field Mission - Text Deconstruction (45 minutes)

Objective: To analyze a real-world text using your new agent toolkit.

Now it's time to go into the field. Find a short informational article online about a topic you love (e.g.,
space exploration, a new video game, a historical event, how to bake a cake). Your mission is to analyze
it like a master spy.

Copy and paste the text into a word processor and create an "Analyst's Report." You must:

1. Using a yellow highlighter, mark three examples of powerful diction. In your report, explain
the tone these words create (e.qg., "The word 'catastrophic' creates a serious and urgent tone.").

2. Using a green highlighter, mark five transition devices. In your report, list them and their
function (e.qg., ""However' is used here to contrast two ideas.").

3. Using a blue highlighter, mark one example each of a simple, compound, and complex
sentence. Explain why the author's mix of sentences is (or is not) effective.

Part 4: The Final Test - Operation: Inform (60 minutes)
Objective: To synthesize your skills by creating an original, well-organized informational text.

You've analyzed the work of others. Now, you will create your own masterpiece of clarity. Your final
mission is to write a short informational text (2-3 paragraphs, around 250 words) on a topic of your
choice. You could explain a scientific concept, review a movie, or teach a skill.

Your text MUST demonstrate mastery of your agent toolkit:

¢ Diction & Style: Establish a clear and consistent tone suitable for your topic.

¢ Transition Devices: Use at least 4 different connectors to guide your reader smoothly.

¢ Sentence Structure: Include at least one simple, one compound, and one complex sentence to
create rhythm and flow.

When you are finished writing, go back and self-assess. Just like in the Field Mission, highlight your use
of diction, transitions, and sentence variety using the same color code. This proves you have full control
over your linguistic tools.

Part 5: Mission Debrief (10 minutes)
Objective: To reflect on the learning process.

Review your final creation and your self-assessment. Answer these questions in your notebook or
discuss them aloud:

¢ Which of the three tools (diction, transitions, sentence structure) had the biggest impact on
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improving your writing?
¢ Which tool felt the most natural to use, and which was the most challenging?
e How will you use these skills in the future, beyond this "mission"?

Extension Activity (Optional): Advanced Espionage

Find a poorly written or confusing piece of text online (a bad product review, a rambling forum post, a
confusing "how-to" guide). Your mission is to be an "editor spy"—rewrite it completely, applying all the
tools from your training to make it a model of clarity and efficiency.

ENENEN
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