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The Villain's Voice: Crafting a Compelling
Monologue
Materials Needed:

Notebook and pen or a word processor
Access to YouTube (for viewing example clips)
A device for recording video (e.g., a smartphone) (optional, but recommended)
"Villain Profile" graphic organizer (provided below)
"Monologue Rubric" (provided below)

Lesson Overview & Rationale

We often see stories from the hero's point of view, but what about the villain? This lesson flips the
script, inviting you to step into the shoes of an antagonist. You will develop a unique villain character
and write a compelling monologue from their perspective, justifying their actions or revealing their
grand plan. This activity moves beyond simple summary and focuses on creative application of
characterisation, perspective, voice, and persuasive language—key skills for any writer and critical
thinker.

Learning Objectives & NSW Syllabus Alignment (Stage 5)

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

Develop a complex character with clear motivations, moving beyond simple "good vs. evil"
stereotypes. (Relates to EN5-5C)
Write a sustained imaginative text (a monologue) using a distinct and persuasive voice.
(Relates to EN5-1A)
Use dramatic conventions and language features (like tone, rhetoric, and imagery) to
create a specific effect on an audience. (Relates to EN5-2A)
Reflect critically on your own creative choices and their impact. (Relates to EN5-1A)

Lesson Activities

Part 1: The Spark - Deconstructing Villainy (15 minutes)

Watch & Analyze: Watch 2-3 short clips of famous villain monologues. Suggestions:1.
Scar's "Be Prepared" speech in The Lion King
The Joker's interrogation scene in The Dark Knight
Magneto's speeches from the X-Men films

Discuss: After watching, consider these questions:2.
What does the villain want?
How do they justify their actions? Do they see themselves as the "bad guy"?
What makes their speech powerful or convincing? Notice their word choice, tone of voice,
and body language.

Part 2: The Blueprint - Creating Your Villain (30 minutes)

Brainstorm: Think about what makes a villain interesting. They aren't just evil; they are often1.
driven by something relatable, like loss, injustice, or a twisted sense of a "greater good."
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Complete the Villain Profile: Use the graphic organizer below to invent your character.2.
Don't just answer the questions; add details that make them feel real.

Villain Profile Graphic Organizer

Name/Title: _________________________

What is their ultimate goal? (What do they want to achieve?)

What is their motivation? (WHY do they want this? What event in their past drives
them?)

How do they see the hero/protagonist? (As a fool? An obstacle? A misguided child?)

What is their "justification"? (How do they convince themselves—and others—that
their evil actions are actually right?)

A unique trait or habit: (e.g., always drinks cold tea, collects broken clocks, has a
nervous laugh, etc.)

Drafting the Monologue: Start writing the monologue. It should be about 200-300 words.3.
Think about the context:

Who are they talking to? (A captured hero? A crowd of followers? Themselves in a
mirror?)
What is the purpose? (To intimidate? To persuade? To confess?)
Start with a strong opening line! Hook the listener immediately.

Part 3: The Polish - Refining the Voice (20 minutes)

Read Aloud: Read your draft out loud. Does it sound like your character? Where do you need1.
more powerful words? Circle weak verbs (like "is," "was," "get") and replace them with
stronger ones (e.g., "dominate," "seize," "shatter").
Add Persuasive Spice: Weave in at least one rhetorical question (a question that doesn't2.
need an answer, like "Is it so wrong to desire a better world?"). Add a powerful image or
metaphor that captures your villain's worldview.
Plan Your Performance: Mark up your script. Where will you pause for dramatic effect?3.
Where will your voice get louder or softer? What gestures could you use?

Part 4: The Spotlight - Performance and Reflection (15 minutes)

Perform: Deliver your monologue! It's highly recommended to record this. Performing helps1.
you embody the character and make final improvements to your writing. Don't worry about
perfection; focus on conveying the character's emotion and motivation.
Reflect: After your performance, answer these two questions in your notebook:2.

What was the most effective part of your monologue and why? (e.g., a specific line, the1.
character's motivation, your delivery).
If you were to write a scene for the hero responding to this monologue, what would they2.
say?

Assessment

Use this rubric to self-assess your work. The goal is to aim for the 'Excellent' column.
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Criteria Developing Achieved Excellent

Character
Depth

The villain is a
simple stereotype
with an unclear
motivation.

The villain has a clear
goal and motivation,
but may still feel like a
typical "bad guy."

The villain is a complex and
memorable character with a
believable, perhaps even
sympathetic, motivation and
worldview.

Language &
Voice

The language is
plain and the
character's voice is
not distinct.

The monologue
includes some strong
word choices and a
consistent tone.

The language is highly
persuasive and imaginative,
using features like rhetorical
questions and vivid imagery.
The voice is unique and
compelling.

Performance &
Impact

Delivery is flat and
does not enhance
the text.

The performance uses
some variation in tone
and pace to convey
the character's
emotion.

The performance is
captivating, using deliberate
pace, tone, and expression to
bring the character to life
and create a powerful
impact.

Differentiation and Extension

Need Support? Start by "borrowing" a villain from a book or movie you know well. Write a
new monologue for them before creating your own from scratch. You can also use sentence
starters like: "They call me a monster, but they fail to see...", "All I ever wanted was...", "Do
you truly believe that...?"
Ready for a Challenge? Incorporate dramatic irony into your monologue—have your villain
say something that the audience knows is untrue or has a double meaning. Alternatively, write
a second, shorter monologue from the hero's perspective that directly responds to the villain's
arguments.


