
Directing Macbeth: A Film Project Lesson Plan for High School English / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

August 30, 2025 - Page 1 of 3

```html

Lesson Plan: Macbeth on Screen - You're the
Director!
Materials Needed:

A copy of Shakespeare's Macbeth (text or digital)
Internet access to view film clips (e.g., YouTube)
Notebook and pen/pencil or a digital document for notes
Choice of materials for the final project:

Poster board, markers, magazines for a collage/mood board
Digital presentation software (like Google Slides, Canva, or PowerPoint)
Simple video recording device (like a smartphone)
Paper and drawing materials for storyboarding

Lesson Overview

This lesson moves beyond simply reading Macbeth and transforms the student into a film director.
By analyzing how different filmmakers have interpreted the same key scenes, the student will
develop a deeper understanding of theme, character, and tone. The final project is to create a
"director's pitch" for a new, original film adaptation of the play.

Subject & Grade Level

English Language Arts, Grades 10-12

Time Allotment

Approximately 3-4 hours, which can be spread over several days.

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to:

Analyze how directorial choices (casting, setting, lighting, sound) impact the interpretation of a1.
Shakespearean text.
Compare and contrast multiple film adaptations of a single scene from Macbeth, identifying2.
how different interpretations affect theme and character.
Synthesize their understanding of the play to create an original, coherent concept for a new3.
film adaptation.
Justify their creative choices using specific evidence from the text.4.

Lesson Activities & Procedure

Part 1: The Blueprint - The Banquet Scene (Approx. 45 minutes)

The focus of our analysis will be Act 3, Scene 4 – the pivotal banquet scene where Macbeth sees
Banquo's ghost.
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Re-read the Scene: Read Act 3, Scene 4 of Macbeth aloud. As you read, pay close attention1.
to the stage directions and dialogue.
Director's Notebook - Initial Thoughts: In your notebook, answer the following questions2.
as if you were the director planning to film this scene. Don't worry about being "right," just
capture your first instincts.

The Ghost: Should the audience see the ghost, or should it just be in Macbeth's head?
How would each choice change the scene?
The Setting: What does the banquet hall look like? Is it grand and opulent, or dark and
claustrophobic?
Lady Macbeth: How does she handle Macbeth's outburst? Is she calming and in control,
or is she barely holding it together herself?
The Mood: What is the overall feeling of this scene? Awkwardness? Pure terror? Political
chaos?

Part 2: Comparative Study - The Scene on Film (Approx. 1.5 hours)

Now, let's see how professional directors tackled the same challenges. You will watch the banquet
scene from three different film versions. For each clip, take notes in your notebook on the director's
choices.

Suggested Film Versions (easily searchable on YouTube):

Roman Polanski (1971): Known for its gritty realism and violence.
Rupert Goold (2010): A more modern, militaristic setting (with Patrick Stewart).
Justin Kurzel (2015): Visually stunning, with a highly stylized, almost dreamlike quality.

Guided Viewing Questions (for each version):

The Ghost: Do we see the ghost? If so, what does he look like? If not, how does the director1.
show us what Macbeth is seeing?
Cinematography: How is the scene lit (bright, dark, shadowy)? What kind of camera angles2.
are used (close-ups, wide shots)?
Performance: How does the actor playing Macbeth portray his fear/madness? How does Lady3.
Macbeth react?
Sound: What do you hear besides dialogue? Is there music? What is the effect?4.
Overall Vibe: How did this version make you feel? What theme (e.g., guilt, madness, political5.
instability) do you think the director was emphasizing most?

After watching all three, briefly write down which interpretation you found most effective and why.

Part 3: The Pitch - Your Macbeth (Approx. 1.5 hours - Main Assessment)

This is your chance to be the director. You will develop a concept, or "pitch," for your own film
adaptation of Macbeth. Your goal is to create a fresh interpretation that highlights the themes you
find most interesting. Your pitch must be presented in a clear format (e.g., a digital slideshow, a
poster board, a short video of you explaining it).

Your pitch must include the following four elements:

The Core Concept (The "Elevator Pitch"):1.
What is your unique take? Set your film in a new time period or genre (e.g., a corporate
takeover in modern-day Tokyo, a turf war between rival biker gangs, a sci-fi epic on a
desolate planet).
Write a 3-5 sentence summary that explains your vision and what themes your version
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will focus on (e.g., "My Macbeth explores the corrupting nature of ambition through the
lens of cutthroat Silicon Valley tech culture.").

Character & Casting Concept:2.
Describe your vision for Macbeth and Lady Macbeth. What are they like in your version?
Choose real actors (living or dead!) who you would cast in these roles. Explain why they
are perfect for your interpretation. For example, "I would cast Tilda Swinton as Lady
Macbeth because she can portray both icy ambition and underlying vulnerability."

Visual Style (Mood Board):3.
Create a visual representation of your film's look and feel. This can be a digital collage
(using Canva or Slides) or a physical one.
Include images that show your desired color palette, setting, and costume style. Find
pictures that evoke the mood you want to create (e.g., grainy black-and-white photos for
a noir feel, sleek glass-and-steel architecture for a corporate setting).

Scene Breakdown (Storyboard or Script):4.
Choose one key moment from the play (it can be the banquet scene or another of your
choice, like the "dagger" soliloquy or the witches' prophecy).
Either create a simple 3-6 panel storyboard (stick figures are fine!) showing how you
would film it, OR rewrite the scene's dialogue and action into a modern script format that
fits your new setting.
In your breakdown, be sure to include notes on camera angles, lighting, or sound that
would emphasize your unique vision.

Assessment and Rubric

Your "Director's Pitch" will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

Clarity of Vision (40%): Is the concept clear, consistent, and creative? Does the new
setting/genre effectively translate the core themes of Macbeth?
Textual Justification (30%): Are the creative choices (casting, setting, scene breakdown)
supported by a strong understanding of the original play's characters and themes?
Creativity & Effort (20%): Is the pitch presented in a thoughtful and engaging way? Does it
show originality and effort in its visual and conceptual elements?
Presentation Quality (10%): Is the final product well-organized, clear, and easy to
understand?

Extension/Differentiation

For a student who wants an extra challenge, consider adding one of these elements to the pitch:

Soundtrack Design: Curate a 5-song playlist for the film's soundtrack and explain why each
song fits a particular scene or character.
Marketing: Design a movie poster and write a tagline for your film adaptation.
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