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Mirabelle's 4-Day Treasure Chest Adventure

Day 1: The Captain's Quest for Vowel Jewels
Materials Needed:

The painted treasure chest
Flashcards for letters A, E, I, O, U (uppercase or lowercase is fine)
Whiteboard and marker

Lesson Plan (15 minutes):

Introduction (2 minutes): "Ahoy, Mirabelle! We have a special treasure chest, but it's1.
empty! For the next four days, we're going on a quest to fill it with letter treasure. Today, we're
hunting for five special letters called 'vowel jewels.' They are the most important letters for
making words!"
The Hunt (5 minutes): Hide the five vowel flashcards (A, E, I, O, U) in plain sight around the2.
room. Have Mirabelle search for them one at a time. As she finds each one, celebrate!
Learning the Sounds (6 minutes): For each card she finds, practice its short sound3.
together.

"You found the 'A' jewel! A says /a/ like in apple." (Draw a simple apple on the
whiteboard).
"You found the 'E' jewel! E says /e/ like in elephant."
"You found the 'I' jewel! I says /i/ like in igloo."
"You found the 'O' jewel! O says /o/ like in octopus."
"You found the 'U' jewel! U says /u/ like in umbrella."

Practice making the sounds with a silly voice or action for each one.
Collect the Treasure (2 minutes): "You found all the vowel jewels! What amazing treasure.4.
Let's place them safely in our treasure chest for tomorrow's adventure." Have her place each
card into the chest while saying its sound one last time.

Day 2: Pirate's Word Gold
Materials Needed:

The treasure chest with yesterday's vowel cards
Magnetic letters or flashcards for a few consonants (e.g., C, T, P, N, B, G, M)
Blank index cards and a marker
Whiteboard and marker

Lesson Plan (15 minutes):

Warm-Up with Treasure (3 minutes): Open the treasure chest. "Let's see what treasure we1.
have today!" Pull out the five vowel jewel cards. Play a quick game: "Captain says... show me
the letter that makes the /i/ sound!" or "What sound does this jewel make?" (holding up a
card). Do this for all five vowels.
Building Word Gold (10 minutes): "Today, we are going to use our vowel jewels to build2.
'word gold'!"
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Place a vowel magnet, like 'A', in the middle of a space.
Say, "Let's add some other letters to make a word." Place 'C' before it and 'T' after it to
build 'CAT'.
Sound it out together dramatically: "/c/ - /a/ - /t/... CAT!"
Let her try building another word with your help. For example, using the 'I' jewel, help
her build 'PIN'. Or using 'E', build 'TEN'.
Build 3-4 simple CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words together. She can try writing
one of the words on her whiteboard.

Collect the Treasure (2 minutes): On the blank index cards, write down the words you built3.
together (e.g., CAT, PIN, TEN). "Look at this word gold we made! This is valuable treasure."
Have Mirabelle place the new 'word gold' cards into the treasure chest with the vowel jewels.

Day 3: Rhyming Riddles on the High Seas
Materials Needed:

The treasure chest with all the letter and word cards
4-5 blank index cards with simple riddles written on them
Whiteboard and marker or magnetic letters

Lesson Plan (15 minutes):

Warm-Up with Treasure (3 minutes): Pull out the 'word gold' cards (CAT, PIN, etc.). Read1.
them together. Play a quick rhyming game: "I'm going to say our treasure word, 'CAT'. Can you
think of another word that sounds like CAT?" (e.g., hat, mat, sat). Do this for one or two of the
words.
Solving Riddles (10 minutes): "Today, our treasure is hidden in riddles! I have some secret2.
riddle maps. If you can solve them, the maps are yours to keep as treasure."

Read the first riddle. Example: "I have a fluffy tail and I rhyme with 'log'. I like to bark.
What am I?"
Help her guess the answer ('dog'). Celebrate her correct answer!
Use the magnetic letters or the whiteboard to spell the answer together, sounding it out.
Continue with a few more simple riddles related to CVC words. (e.g., "I rhyme with 'sun'
and can be fun." - RUN; "I rhyme with 'pig' and I like to dig." - DIG).

Collect the Treasure (2 minutes): "You solved all the riddles! You've earned these riddle3.
maps." Hand her the index cards with the riddles on them. "Place your clever treasure in the
chest!" She adds the riddle cards to her collection.

Day 4: The First Mate's Sentence Map
Materials Needed:

The treasure chest filled with all the collected treasure
Whiteboard and marker
A long, thin strip of paper (to look like a scroll)
A marker

Lesson Plan (15 minutes):

Warm-Up with Treasure (4 minutes): "For our last day, let's look at ALL our treasure!" Pour1.
out all the cards from the chest. Spread them out. Play "I Spy" using the cards. "I spy a word
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that rhymes with 'bug'." or "I spy a letter that says /a/." Let her have a turn spying something
for you to find.
Making a Sentence Map (9 minutes): "The very best treasure is a secret message or a2.
map. Today, we'll use our word treasure to make a sentence map!"

Pick one of her word cards, like 'CAT'.
On the whiteboard, write a simple sentence using that word. For example: The cat can
run.
Read it together. Point out the important parts of a sentence map: "A real sentence map
always starts with a big, important capital letter." (Point to 'T'). "And it always ends with
a dot, called a period, to say 'stop!'" (Point to '.').
Wipe the board and create another simple sentence together using another treasure
word. Let her write one of the words if she wants. "A pig is big." Review the capital
letter and the period again.

Collect the Final Treasure (2 minutes): "Let's write our very best sentence map on this3.
treasure scroll." Help her choose her favorite sentence that you made. Write it clearly on the
strip of paper. "This is the most valuable treasure of all!" Have her roll it up like a scroll and
place it in the treasure chest with all her other treasures. Congratulate her on a successful 4-
day treasure hunt!

Lesson Plan Evaluation Rubric
Merit Category Evaluation

1. Learning
Objectives

Excellent. The objectives are specific, measurable, and perfectly suited
for a 6-year-old in a 15-minute timeframe. Each day has a clear goal
(e.g., "identify 5 short vowel sounds," "blend 3-4 CVC words," "construct
one simple sentence"), which can be easily assessed through
observation. The progression from letter sounds to words to sentences is
developmentally appropriate.

2. Alignment with
Standards and
Curriculum

Excellent. While not referencing a specific standard, the lesson plan
directly addresses foundational pre-reading and early literacy skills
(phonemic awareness, phonics, basic sentence structure) that are the
bedrock of any formal language arts curriculum like Logic of English. It
functions as a perfect, engaging "bridge" or review unit, logically
sequencing skills.

3. Instructional
Strategies

Excellent. The plan employs a superb variety of teaching methods that
promote active learning. It includes a treasure hunt (kinesthetic), sound
practice (auditory), word building with magnets (kinesthetic/visual),
riddle-solving (cognitive), and writing on a whiteboard (fine motor). The
step-by-step instructions are clear and easy to implement.

4. Engagement and
Motivation

Excellent. Motivation is the core strength of this plan. The overarching
"treasure chest" theme is highly engaging for a young child. Turning
learning materials into "jewels," "gold," and "maps" reframes review as
an exciting adventure. The cumulative nature of collecting treasure
provides a tangible sense of accomplishment each day.
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5. Differentiation
and Inclusivity

Excellent. In this one-on-one homeschool context, the plan is inherently
differentiated. The parent-teacher can easily adjust the difficulty by
changing the letters, the complexity of CVC words (e.g., using blends), or
the sentence structure. For a student needing more support, the focus
could remain on just two vowels or simple rhyming pairs. The plan is
naturally inclusive and tailored to the individual child.

6. Assessment
Methods

Excellent. The assessments are formative, observational, and perfectly
integrated into the activities. Success is measured by the child's ability to
complete the game-based tasks (finding the letter, solving the riddle,
building the word). This informal approach is highly effective for this age
group, providing immediate feedback without the pressure of a formal
test.

7. Organization and
Clarity

Excellent. The lesson plan is exceptionally well-organized. Each day
follows a clear and consistent pattern: Title, Materials, Warm-Up (using
previous day's treasure), Main Activity, and Treasure Collection. The
instructions are concise and unambiguous, making the plan easy for any
parent to pick up and use immediately.

8. Creativity and
Innovation

Excellent. The plan demonstrates high creativity by transforming a
standard phonics review into a narrative-driven adventure. The
innovative use of a simple painted shoebox as a central, unifying element
is brilliant. It makes the abstract concept of learning tangible and
exciting, encouraging the student to value the acquisition of letters and
words as a form of "treasure."

9. Materials and
Resource
Management

Excellent. The plan masterfully uses only the simple, common materials
specified by the user. There is no need for special purchases or complex
setup. It leverages household items and basic learning tools (flashcards,
whiteboard) to their full potential, demonstrating efficient and practical
resource management.
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