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Badger Biologist for a Day: Investigating the
Secret World of Badgers
Materials Needed

A notebook or journal (to serve as your "Field Notebook")
Pencils, pens, and colored pencils or markers
Access to the internet (with supervision) or library books about badgers
For the Main Activity (choose one):

Option A (Sett Diorama): A shoebox, craft glue, scissors, soil/sand, small twigs, leaves,
cotton balls, modeling clay, and a small toy badger (optional).
Option B (Badger-Friendly Community Map): A large piece of paper or poster board,
markers, and rulers.
Option C (Nature Documentary): A smartphone or camera for recording, and materials
for simple props or a script (paper and pen).

Lesson Plan: Your Mission as a Badger Biologist

Part 1: The Briefing - Myth vs. Fact (15 minutes)

Welcome, Biologist! Your mission today is to uncover the truth about one of nature's most
misunderstood diggers: the badger. Before we dive deep, let's test your current knowledge. In your Field
Notebook, create two columns: "Fact" and "Myth."

Read the statements below and write each one in the column where you think it belongs. Don't worry
about being rightâ€”this is just to get our brains warmed up!

Badgers are lazy animals.1.
Badgers are fierce hunters that can fight off wolves.2.
Badgers live in complex underground burrows called setts.3.
Badgers are solitary and always live alone.4.
Badgers are very clean and even have their own underground bathrooms.5.

We will check your answers at the end of the lesson. For now, let's start our investigation!

Part 2: Field Research - The Badger File (45-60 minutes)

It's time to gather intelligence! Use online resources (like National Geographic Kids, DK Find Out!, or
nature websites) or books to find the answers to the following questions. Record your findings in your
Field Notebook.

Guiding Research Questions:

What's on the Menu? What do badgers eat? Are they herbivores, carnivores, or omnivores?
(Hint: Find out their favorite snack!)
Home Sweet Home: What is a badger's home called? Describe it. How many rooms might it
have? How long can they be?
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Family Life: Do badgers live alone or in groups? What is a badger family group called?
Superpower Adaptations: Look at a badger's body. What are three features (like claws, teeth,
or stripes) that help it survive? Explain what each feature is used for.
A Badger's World: Where in the world do different types of badgers live? (Focus on the
European Badger or the American Badger). What kind of environment do they prefer?

Part 3: The Creative Application - Show What You Know! (60-90 minutes)

Now that you've gathered your data, it's time to use it. A real biologist shares their findings in creative
ways. Choose one of the following projects to complete.

Option A: Build a Badger Sett Diorama

Using your shoebox and craft supplies, create a 3D model of a badger sett. Your model must include
and label at least three of the following features you learned about in your research:

The main entrance tunnel.
A nesting chamber (where they sleep).
A nursery chamber (for baby badgers).
A separate latrine (bathroom) chamber.
An escape tunnel.

Challenge: Add details to the outside of the sett, showing the type of habitat a badger lives in (like a
forest floor or pasture edge).

Option B: Design a Badger-Friendly Community Map

Imagine you are a town planner who loves wildlife. On your large paper, design a map of a small town or
neighborhood that is safe for badgers to live in or near. You must apply your research to your design. Be
sure to include:

Safe Zones: Areas of forest or fields where badgers can build their setts without being disturbed.
Food Sources: Gardens, parks, or fields where badgers can find food like worms and insects.
Safe Crossings: Design a special "wildlife underpass" or tunnel to help badgers cross a road
safely. Label it on your map.
Human Education: Include a spot for a "Community Nature Center" on your map where people
can learn about living alongside badgers.

Challenge: Write a short paragraph on the back of your map explaining why your design helps both
humans and badgers coexist peacefully.

Option C: Film a Mini Nature Documentary

Write a short (1-2 minute) script for a nature documentary called "Secrets of the Sett." Your script
should be exciting and informative, using the facts you discovered. Then, film it! You can be the
narrator, use toys or drawings as your "badgers," and even film in your backyard for a natural setting.
Your documentary must cover:

A "hook" to grab the viewer's attention (e.g., "Deep beneath our feet lies a hidden city...").
At least three amazing facts about how badgers live, eat, or raise their young.
A description of one of their key adaptations (like their powerful claws).
A concluding thought about why badgers are important to the ecosystem.
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Challenge: Add "expert interview" questions to your script that you can answer yourself, pretending to
be a world-famous badger biologist!

Part 4: The Debriefing - Present Your Findings (15 minutes)

Your mission is nearly complete! It's time to report back.

Present your project. Explain what you made and how you used your research to make it1.
accurate and creative.
Share the most surprising fact you learned about badgers today.2.
Let's check our "Myth vs. Fact" answers! Go back to your list from Part 1. Were you right?3.
Why or why not?

Answers: 1-Myth (They are very active at night), 2-Fact (They are incredibly strong and
fierce), 3-Fact, 4-Myth (Most live in social groups called clans or cetes), 5-Fact.

Congratulations, Biologist! You've successfully completed your mission and shed light on the amazing
world of badgers. Excellent work!


