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Lesson Plan: Superhero Modal Verb Mission!

Materials Needed:

¢ Index cards or small pieces of paper

¢ Markers or colored pencils

Paper or a blank comic strip template (easily found online or can be hand-drawn)
A "Mission File" envelope (optional, for fun!)

A printed copy of the "Modal Verb Power List" (see below)

1. Learning Objectives

By the end of this mission, the student will be able to:

¢ Identify common modal verbs (can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will, would).
e Explain the "superpower" or function of different modal verbs (e.g., possibility, ability, obligation).
¢ Creatively use a variety of modal verbs in writing and speaking to express different meanings.

2. Alignment with Standards

This lesson aligns with common 4th-5th grade English Language Arts standards, such as using modal
auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions and meanings in writing and speech.

Lesson Activities

Part 1: The Mission Briefing (5-10 minutes)
Goal: Introduce the concept of modal verbs in an engaging way.

1. Introduce the Mission: Present the "Mission File" envelope. Say, "Today, you have a top-secret
mission! Your job is to become a master of 'Power Words.' These words don't just describe an
action; they give other verbs superpowers, telling us about ability, possibility, or necessity. In the
world of grammar, these are called Modal Verbs."

2. Review the Power List: Open the envelope and reveal the "Modal Verb Power List." Read them
together.

Modal Verb Power List

(e}

Can / Could: The Power of Ability (I can fly.)

May / Might: The Power of Possibility or Permission (He might be the villain. You may
enter my fortress.)

Must: The Power of Strong Obligation (We must save the city!)

Should: The Power of Advice or Suggestion (You should wear your cape.)

Will / Would: The Power of Future Action or Polite Requests (I will stop the meteor!

o

o

o

(e}
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Would you help me?)

Part 2: Superhero Training - Sorting the Powers (10 minutes)
Goal: To categorize modal verbs by their function, reinforcing their meaning.

1. Create the Cards: On separate index cards, write down simple sentences, each containing one
modal verb. Make about 10-12 cards.

o Examples: "The hero can lift a bus." "The villain might escape." "You should call for
backup." "We must protect the innocent." "l will arrive in a flash." "May | join your team?"

2. Set Up the Sorting Zones: Label three areas or pieces of paper with these categories:
"Definitely Happening / Necessary," "Maybe Happening / A Good Idea," and "Is Able To /
Has Permission."

3. Sort the Sentences: Have the student read each sentence card aloud and decide which
category it fits into based on the "power" of the modal verb. Discuss their choices. For example,
"We must protect the innocent" goes in "Definitely Happening / Necessary" because it's a strong
obligation. "The villain might escape" goes in "Maybe Happening."

Part 3: The Main Mission - Create a Superhero Comic (20-25 minutes)
Goal: To apply the understanding of modal verbs in a creative writing context.

1. Invent a Superhero: Ask the student to invent their own superhero. What is their name? What
are their powers?
2. Plan the Comic: Using a blank piece of paper or a comic template with 4-6 panels, ask the
student to create a short story about their hero on a mission.
3. The Modal Verb Challenge: The mission requirement is to use at least five different modal
verbs in the comic's dialogue or captions. Encourage them to use the "Power List" as a guide.
o Panel 1 Caption: "Doctor Danger might try to rob the bank today."
o Hero thinking: "I must stop him!"
o Hero speaking: "Citizen, you should get to safety."
o Citizen speaking: "Wow, you can fly!"
o Panel 4 Caption: "The hero knew she would save the day."
4. Draw and Write: Let the student write the text and draw the scenes for their comic strip.

Part 4: Mission Debrief (5 minutes)
Goal: To review and reinforce learning through conversation.

1. Share the Comic: Have the student present their comic strip, reading it aloud. Celebrate their
creativity and their correct use of modal verbs.
2. Modal Conversation: Ask follow-up questions about their superhero using modal verbs to
prompt responses.
o "What else can your superhero do?"
o "What should your hero do on their next mission?"
o "Will you make another comic about them?"
o "What trouble might they get into next?"
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4. Assessment

The primary assessment is the completed superhero comic strip. Use this simple checklist to evaluate
understanding:

¢ Objective Met: Student used at least 5 different modal verbs. (Yes/No)

e Accuracy: The modal verbs are used correctly to convey their intended meaning (ability,
possibility, obligation, etc.). (Mostly / Sometimes / Needs Review)

¢ Verbal Understanding: Student could explain their choices and answer questions using modals
during the "Mission Debrief." (Yes/No)

5. Differentiation and Inclusivity

¢ For Extra Support: Provide pre-written sentence starters for the comic panels (e.g., "The hero
said he could..."). Focus on just 3-4 core modals (can, must, should, will) before introducing
others.

¢ For an Extra Challenge: Introduce more nuanced modal verbs like ought to or shall. Ask the
student to write a scene where two heroes disagree on a course of action, one using "should" and
the other using "must," and explain the difference in their arguments.
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