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Lesson Plan: Become a Podcast Detective!
Materials Needed:

A device with internet access (computer, tablet, or phone) for listening to a podcast
Headphones (optional, but can help with focus)
"Detective's Notebook" (a blank notebook or several sheets of paper)
Pencils, pens, and colored markers or crayons
A printed copy of the "Case File" Graphic Organizer (template described below)

1. Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to:

Listen actively to an audio story to identify the main idea and key supporting details.
Make logical inferences about characters' feelings, motivations, and unstated events.
Sequence the major events of a story in chronological order.
Creatively synthesize and transform auditory information into a visual narrative (a comic strip).

2. Alignment with Standards (Example: Common Core ELA,
Grade 5)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.2: Summarize information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.3: Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each
claim is supported by reasons and evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.3: Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events
in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text. (Applied to an audio source).

3. Lesson Procedure & Instructional Strategies (Approx.
60-75 minutes)

Part 1: The Briefing - Introduction (10 minutes)

Hook - Become a Detective: "Today, you're not just a student; you're a Listening Detective!1.
Your mission is to solve a case. The only clues you'll get are the ones you can hear. We're going to
listen to a story, but you have to pay close attention to the sounds, the way people talk, and the
words they use to piece together what's happening."
Choose the "Case File" (Podcast): Offer a choice between 2-3 pre-selected, age-appropriate2.
podcast episodes. This gives the student agency. Great options for this age include episodes from:

The Unexplainable Disappearance of Mars Patel (a mystery serial)
Story Pirates (stories written by kids, performed by adults)
Wow in the World (science-focused narrative)

Introduce the Detective's Tool: Present the "Case File" Graphic Organizer. Explain each section3.
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briefly.

"Case File" Graphic Organizer Template:

Case Name: (Title of the Episode)
Main Suspects/Characters: (Who is in the story?)
The Scene (Setting): (Where and when does it happen? What sounds give you clues?)
Sequence of Events (The Timeline): (List the 4-5 most important things that happen, in
order.)
Hidden Clues (Inferences): (What did you figure out that wasn't said directly? How did a
character feel? Why did they do something?)
Case Summary (Main Idea): (What was this story mostly about, in one or two sentences?)

Part 2: The Stakeout - Active Listening (20-30 minutes)

First Listen: Play the podcast episode. Tell the student, "For the first listen, just enjoy the story.1.
Don't worry about writing anything down. Just get a feel for the case."
Second Listen & Note-Taking: Play the episode a second time, but this time, pause it at key2.
moments. After a character is introduced, pause and ask, "Who should we add to our suspects
list?" When a major event happens, pause and say, "Let's get that down on our timeline." Use the
pauses to fill out the "Case File" graphic organizer together. Encourage jotting down notes,
sounds, or even little doodles.
Model and Guide: For the "Hidden Clues" (inferences) section, model the thinking process.3.
"Hmm, the music just got really tense and I heard the character's voice get shaky. The story didn't
say she was scared, but those are clues that tell me she probably is. Let's write that down."

Part 3: Crack the Case - Creative Application (20 minutes)

The Police Sketch: Say, "Great work, Detective! You've gathered all the evidence. Now you need1.
to present your findings to the chief. You're going to create a 6-panel comic strip that retells the
most important parts of the story. This is your visual report of what happened."
Create the Comic: Provide paper and drawing materials. The student uses their "Case File"2.
graphic organizer, especially the "Sequence of Events," to guide their comic strip. Encourage them
to include:

Simple drawings of the characters and setting.
Speech bubbles with key dialogue they remember.
Sound-effect words (like "CRASH!" or "WHISPER...") that they heard.

Teacher's Role: Act as a supportive "partner," offering help with ideas for how to visualize a3.
sound or a feeling, but let the student's creativity lead.

Part 4: Case Closed - Closure & Reflection (5 minutes)

Present the Evidence: Have the student share their comic strip, explaining the story panel by1.
panel.
Debriefing Questions: Ask reflective questions to solidify the learning.2.

"What was the most difficult clue to listen for?"
"Which sound effect helped you picture the scene the most?"
"If you were a character in that story, what would you have done differently?"

4. Differentiation and Inclusivity
For Support:
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Choose a shorter, simpler story (under 10 minutes).
Pause the audio more frequently and fill out the graphic organizer together, line by line.
Provide a comic strip template with pre-drawn panels.

For Extension/Challenge:
Ask the student to write a "sequel" scene for their comic strip, predicting what might
happen next.
Have them write a "detective's report" (a one-paragraph summary) to accompany their
comic.
Discuss the theme or moral of the story. "What big idea or lesson do you think the creators
wanted us to understand?"

5. Assessment Methods
Formative (During the lesson):

Observe the student's participation and verbal responses during the listening activity.
Review the completed "Case File" graphic organizer for comprehension of key details,
characters, and main idea.

Summative (Creative Output):
The final 6-panel comic strip serves as the primary assessment. It demonstrates the
student's ability to sequence, identify key moments, and synthesize the audio information
creatively.
Simple Rubric for the Comic Strip:

Clarity: Does the comic clearly retell the main parts of the story?1.
Sequencing: Are the events in the correct order?2.
Details: Does the comic include important details about characters or events from3.
the podcast?
Creativity: Did the student put effort into visualizing the audio story?4.

```


