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Lesson Plan: The Power of Persuasion
Materials Needed

A whiteboard or large piece of paper
Markers or pens
Device with internet access (for videos/articles)
Notebook and pen/pencil
Pre-selected short speech excerpts or video clips (suggestions below)

IB Learner Profile Focus
Principled: We will explore the importance of acting with fairness, justice, and respect for the
rights of others when we disagree. This lesson focuses on taking responsibility for our words
and actions to resolve conflict peacefully.
Communicator: We will analyze how great leaders use language to express ideas confidently
and creatively. You will then practice communicating your own ideas persuasively and
respectfully.
Open-minded: We will listen to and learn from the perspectives of historical figures who faced
great challenges, appreciating how they used peaceful methods to create change.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

Define rights, responsibilities, and respect in the context of a disagreement.
Identify at least two historical figures who used peaceful persuasion to influence others.
Analyze how language and tone are used in a speech to create a powerful, non-violent
message.
Construct a short, respectful, and persuasive argument on a topic of your choice.

Lesson Activities (60 Minutes)

Warm-Up: The Great Debate (5 minutes)1.

Activity: Let's start with a fun, low-stakes disagreement. I'll give you a "Would You Rather"
question. For example: "Would you rather have the ability to fly or the ability to be invisible?"

Instructions:

Choose your side and give one reason why you chose it.1.
Now, listen to my reason for choosing the other side.2.
Our goal isn't to "win" but to understand the other person's point of view. Notice how we3.
can disagree without getting angry. This is the foundation of respectful debate!

Mini-Lesson: Rights, Responsibilities, and Respect (10 minutes)2.

Activity: Let's define our three key words for today on the whiteboard.

Rights: What you are fairly and legally allowed to have or do. (Example: The right to
state your opinion calmly.)
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Responsibilities: The duty you have to act in a certain way. (Example: The
responsibility to listen to someone else's opinion, even if you disagree.)
Respect: Treating someone in a way that shows you care about their feelings and well-
being. (Example: Using a calm tone of voice and not interrupting.)

Discussion: How do these three ideas connect? (Guiding question: If you want the right to be
heard, what is your responsibility to the person listening?) We'll establish that using our words
respectfully is the key to settling differences peacefully, rather than with force or anger.

Exploration: Voices for Change (15 minutes)3.

Activity: Many amazing people throughout history have used their words, not weapons, to
change the world. We are going to briefly explore a few of them.

Instructions:

Choose one of the following figures to learn about. Spend about 10-12 minutes watching a
short video or reading a brief biography about them. As you do, think about this question:
"What problem were they trying to solve with their words?"

Martin Luther King Jr.: Fought against racial injustice in the United States.
(Suggestion: Watch the first 3 minutes of the "I Have a Dream" speech).
Malala Yousafzai: Fights for the right of girls to get an education. (Suggestion: Watch a
short clip of her Nobel Peace Prize speech).
Nelson Mandela: Fought to end apartheid (racial segregation) in South Africa.
(Suggestion: Read a short article about his life and message of reconciliation).

After your research, tell me in your own words what problem your chosen person was trying to
solve and why they chose to use peaceful methods.

Deep Dive: Analyzing Persuasion (15 minutes)4.

Activity: Now, let's look closer at the how. How did these leaders make their words so
powerful?

Instructions: Re-watch or re-read a small part of the speech or text from the person you
chose. As you do, let's answer these questions together in your notebook:

What emotions do you feel when you hear/read these words? (Hopeful, inspired,
sad, determined?)
What powerful words or phrases stand out to you? Write one down.
How does the speaker show respect for their audience, even those who might
disagree with them?
What is the "dream" or positive future they are trying to create? (Instead of just
focusing on the negative, powerful speakers paint a picture of a better world.)

Application: Your Turn to Persuade! (10 minutes)5.

Activity: It's your turn to be a principled communicator! Your mission is to build a short,
peaceful, and persuasive argument.

Instructions:

Choose a simple, real-life topic. (Examples: "Why we should get a pet," "Why I should1.
have a later bedtime on weekends," or "Why we should start a family garden.")
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In your notebook, write 3-4 sentences that make your case. Remember our lesson:2.
Clearly state your opinion (your right).
Include at least one positive reason why it's a good idea (your responsibility to
explain your thinking).
Use kind and positive language (showing respect).

When you're ready, present your short "speech" to me. I will listen with an open mind!3.

Reflection & Wrap-Up (5 minutes)6.

Discussion: Let's talk about what we learned.

Why do you think using words is a more powerful way to solve problems than using
force?
What is one thing you learned from the activist you studied that you can use in your own
life when you have a disagreement?

Great job today exploring how to be a principled and persuasive communicator!

Differentiation & Extension
For Support: Provide sentence starters for the persuasive speech, such as "I believe we
should _______ because _______." or "It would be a good idea to _______ so that we can _______."
Use a shorter, more simplified text excerpt for the analysis.
For a Challenge: Ask the student to compare the persuasive techniques of two different
leaders. Have them research a contemporary activist currently using peaceful methods to
create change and write a paragraph explaining their cause and methods.
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