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Lesson Plan: The Art of Corporate Makeup -
Your Professional Signature
Materials Needed:

Your personal makeup kit (foundation, concealer, powder, neutral eyeshadow palette,
mascara, blush, brow product, lip products in various neutral shades)
Makeup brushes and sponges
Skincare/Prep products (moisturizer, primer)
Makeup remover and cotton pads
A mirror with good lighting
A journal or notebook and a pen
A smartphone or camera for taking photos
Access to the internet (for sites like LinkedIn, Pinterest, or company websites)

Lesson Component Details

Subject Professional Development & Personal Branding

Topic Developing a versatile and appropriate makeup look for professional
environments.

Target Learner 25-year-old homeschool student.

Learning Objectives By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:
• Analyze a professional environment (corporate, creative, etc.) to
determine appropriate makeup choices.
• Create a polished, long-lasting base makeup that looks natural in office
lighting.
• Adapt a single core makeup look for two different professional
scenarios (e.g., daily work vs. an important presentation).
• Articulate the reasoning behind your makeup choices as they relate to
your personal brand and professional goals.

Lesson Activities & Procedure

Part 1: The 'Why' -
Branding Before
Brushes (20
minutes)

Activity & Instructions
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Focus:
Connecting makeup to
professional identity.

Let's move beyond the idea of a single "corporate look" and think about
personal branding. Makeup is a tool to communicate how you want to be
perceived: confident, creative, detail-oriented, approachable, etc.
1. Choose Your Career Field: Pick a specific industry or job you are
interested in (e.g., finance, tech, graphic design, healthcare
administration).
2. Brand Word Brainstorm: In your journal, write down 3-5 words you
would want a future boss or colleague to use to describe you. (Examples:
"reliable," "innovative," "poised," "energetic").
3. Visual Research: Spend 10 minutes on Pinterest or LinkedIn looking
at professionals in your chosen field. What do you notice about their
overall presentation? Don't look for makeup specifically, but rather the
overall 'vibe'. Is it bold? Understated? Modern? Classic?
4. Connect the Dots: In your journal, write a single sentence that
connects your brand words to a makeup goal. For example: "To project a
poised and reliable image, my makeup should be defined, consistent,
and neat."

Part 2: The 'How' -
The 10-Hour Face
(45 minutes)

Activity & Instructions

Focus:
Application techniques
for longevity and a
professional finish.

We'll now build your foundational "go-to" professional look. The goal is a
polished version of you that can last through a full workday without
heavy touch-ups. Follow along, applying your own makeup.
1. Skin Prep is Key: Start with a clean, moisturized face. Apply a
primer suited to your skin type (e.g., mattifying for oily skin, hydrating
for dry skin). This is the secret to longevity.
2. The Base: Apply your foundation with a light hand, starting from the
center of your face and blending outwards. The goal is to even out your
skin tone, not mask it. Use concealer only where needed (under eyes, on
blemishes). Set lightly with powder, focusing on the T-zone.
3. Define the Eyes:
    ⚬ Groom your brows. They frame your face and communicate polish.
    ⚬ Apply a neutral, matte eyeshadow shade all over your lid that is
close to your skin tone to even out the color.
    ⚬ Use a slightly deeper neutral shade in the crease to add soft
dimension. Avoid glitter or heavy shimmer for this core look.
    ⚬ Apply a thin line of brown or black eyeliner as close to your lash line
as possible. A soft pencil or a subtle liquid line works well.
    ⚬ Finish with one or two coats of mascara.
4. Add Life and Color: Apply a soft, neutral blush to the apples of your
cheeks. Choose a lip color that is a "your lips but better" shade—a
neutral pink, berry, or nude.
5. Review: Look at your face in the mirror. It should look clean, defined,
and balanced. This is your "Daily Driver" look. Take a photo of it.

Part 3: The 'What If'
- Client Adaptation
Challenge (45
minutes)

Activity & Instructions
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Focus:
Creative problem-
solving and adapting a
look for different
contexts.

This is where the artistry comes in! Using your "Daily Driver" look as a
base, you'll adapt it for two different professional personas or scenarios.
This shows versatility.
Challenge: Create looks for "The CEO" and "The Creative
Director."
1. Persona 1: The CEO (The Big Presentation):
    ⚬ Goal: Project authority, confidence, and trustworthiness.
    ⚬ Adaptation Task: From your base look, make 2-3 small changes to
elevate it. Ideas: a classic red or deep berry lip to convey confidence;
slightly more defined eyeliner to command attention; a more sculpted
cheek to add structure.
    ⚬ Apply the changes, and in your journal, write down *why* you made
these choices. Take a photo.
2. Cleanse/Reset: Use makeup remover to return to your base look (or
just remove the lip/eye changes).
3. Persona 2: The Creative Director (The Brainstorming Session):
    ⚬ Goal: Project innovation, approachability, and a modern
perspective.
    ⚬ Adaptation Task: From your base look, make 2-3 changes that
show a bit more personality. Ideas: a smudged, softer eyeliner in a color
like plum or navy; a brighter, fresh lip color like coral or rose; a glowing
highlighter on the cheekbones.
    ⚬ Apply the changes, and in your journal, explain your choices. Take a
photo.

Part 4: The 'Now
What' - Portfolio
and Reflection (10
minutes)

Activity & Instructions

Focus:
Consolidating learning
and planning for
future application.

1. Create Your Portfolio Page: In your journal (or a digital doc), put
the three photos you took side-by-side: "Daily Driver," "The CEO," and
"The Creative Director."
2. Review Your Notes: Read your justifications for each look. Do they
align with the brand words you identified in Part 1?
3. Reflection Question: Answer this in your journal: "What was the
most important technique or idea I learned today that I can use
immediately?"

Assessment & Extension Activities

Assessment: Your success in this lesson is measured by your completed portfolio page. It
should contain three distinct, polished looks (photos) and clear, thoughtful justifications for the
creative choices made in "The CEO" and "The Creative Director" looks.
Extension Activity 1 (The Time Crunch): The next time you do your makeup, time yourself
creating your "Daily Driver" look. See if you can get it down to a consistent 10-15 minutes for
busy mornings.
Extension Activity 2 (Industry Deep Dive): Choose a completely different industry from
the one you focused on today (e.g., if you chose tech, now choose law). Repeat the "Branding
Before Brushes" activity and brainstorm how your core look might need to change to fit that
industry's culture.
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