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Lesson Plan: Our Planet, Our Promise

Exploring Rights, Responsibilities, and Respect for Animals
and the Environment

Materials Needed:

¢ Notebook or journal and a pen/pencil

Colored pencils, markers, or paint

Large sheets of paper or a whiteboard

Access to the internet for research (with supervision)

Recycled materials (e.g., cardboard boxes, plastic bottles, old magazines)

Natural materials from outdoors (e.g., pinecones, sticks, dry leaves - collected respectfully)
Glue, scissors, and tape

e Camera or smartphone (optional)

Segment 1: The Great Debate (60 Minutes)

Focus: Do animals have rights?
IB Learner Profile Links: Thinker, Communicator
Learning Objectives:

e Student will be able to define the concepts of 'right' and 'responsibility' in their own words.
e Student will be able to articulate arguments for and against the idea of animal rights, using reason
and examples.

Activities:

1. Warm-Up: Word Association (10 minutes)
o Write the word "RIGHTS" in the center of a large piece of paper.
o Ask the student: "What words, ideas, or feelings come to mind when you see this word?"
Create a mind map together.
o Discuss human rights they know about (e.g., right to safety, right to education).
2. The Provocation: A Big Question (15 minutes)
o Pose the central question: "Do you think animals should have rights like humans do? Why or
why not?"
o This is an open discussion. Encourage all ideas, and play devil's advocate to challenge their
thinking. For example, "What about a mosquito? Does it have a right not to be swatted?" or
"Does a pet dog have more rights than a wild squirrel?"
3. Structured Debate: You are the Lawyer! (25 minutes)
o Divide a whiteboard or large paper into two columns: "Animals Have Rights" and "Animals
Do Not Have Rights."
o Set a timer for 10 minutes. The student must argue FOR animal rights, listing as many
points as possible. You can take the opposing side.
o Switch sides! Set the timer for another 10 minutes. The student must now argue AGAINST
animal rights. This critical thinking exercise forces them to see the issue from multiple
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perspectives.
o Examples to prompt thinking: Right to life, right to a clean habitat, right to be free from
harm, right to food and water.
4. Reflection (10 minutes)
o Discuss which side was harder to argue and why.
o In their journal, have the student write their own, personal conclusion to the question: "After
today's debate, what do | believe about animal rights?"

Segment 2: The Responsibility Investigator (60 Minutes)

Focus: What are our responsibilities towards animals and the environment?
IB Learner Profile Links: Inquirer, Knowledgeable
Learning Objectives:

¢ Student will be able to identify three key responsibilities humans have towards a specific
ecosystem or animal group.

e Student will be able to gather and synthesize information from various sources to support their
findings.

Activities:

1. Choose Your Mission (10 minutes)
o Present a choice of missions: "You are an environmental investigator. Your job is to uncover
the responsibilities humans have to protect a specific part of our world."
o Let the student choose a topic they are passionate about:
= Ocean Life (e.g., whales, coral reefs)
= Forest Dwellers (e.g., bears, birds, insects)
= Local Wildlife (e.g., creatures in your backyard or local park)
= Endangered Species (e.qg., tigers, rhinos, pandas)
2. Research and Discovery (30 minutes)
o Using supervised internet access (sites like National Geographic Kids, WWF, or local
conservation websites are great), the student investigates their chosen topic.
o Guide their research with questions:
= What does this animal/ecosystem need to be healthy and safe?
= What human actions are harming it? (e.g., pollution, habitat loss)
= Based on that, what are 3-5 responsibilities we have to help? (e.g., reduce plastic,
protect forests, not disturb nests).
3. Create an "Investigator's Report" (20 minutes)
o This is not a formal essay! It can be a poster, a comic strip, or a one-page "Top Secret" file.
o The report must clearly state:
1. The chosen animal/ecosystem.
2. The main threats it faces.
3. A numbered list of 3-5 human responsibilities to protect it.
o Have them present their report to you as if they are briefing a world leader.

Differentiation: For a greater challenge, ask them to research a specific conservation organization and
describe its approach. For support, provide pre-selected articles or videos for the research portion.
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Segment 3: Respect in Action - The Creator's Workshop (60
Minutes)

Focus: How can we show respect for the environment, animals, and plants?
IB Learner Profile Links: Caring, Principled
Learning Objectives:

¢ Student will design and create a project that demonstrates respect for the local environment.
¢ Student will be able to explain how their creation helps or shows respect to local wildlife or plants.

Activities:

1. Brainstorming Local Needs (15 minutes)

o Go for a short walk outside or look out the window. Discuss: "What animals and plants live
right here? What could we do to show them respect or make their lives a little better?"

o Ideas might include: helping pollinators (bees, butterflies), providing shelter for insects,
ensuring birds have water, or cleaning up litter.

2. Project Creation: The Bug Hotel (45 minutes)

o One fantastic, hands-on project is building a "Bug Hotel" or "Insect Mansion." This provides
shelter for beneficial insects like solitary bees and ladybugs, which are crucial for
pollination.

o Instructions:

1. Use a recycled container as the frame (a small wooden box, a large plastic bottle with
the top cut off, or a sturdy cardboard box).

2. Gather natural materials collected respectfully from the yard (pinecones, hollow
sticks, bamboo canes, rolled-up cardboard, dry leaves, bark).

3. Pack the materials tightly into the frame, creating lots of small nooks and crannies for
insects to crawl into. Different materials will attract different insects!

4. Discuss why providing shelter is an act of respect. It acknowledges that these small
creatures are an important part of our ecosystem and have needs, just like we do.

o Alternative Project: If a bug hotel isn't feasible, other ideas include creating a simple bird
bath from a shallow dish and rocks, making seed balls for local birds, or designing "Respect
Our Park" signs to place in a public area (with permission).

Segment 4: Be the Change - The Campaigner (60 Minutes)

Focus: Inspiring others to act with respect and responsibility.
IB Learner Profile Links: Risk-taker, Open-minded, Reflective
Learning Objectives:

e Student will synthesize their learning into a creative campaign that persuades others to take
action.

e Student will reflect on their own role and capacity to make a positive impact on the environment.
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Activities:

1. Project Introduction: "Inspire the World!" (10 minutes)

o Explain the task: "You've investigated, debated, and created. Now, your final mission is to
inspire someone else! You will create a campaign to teach one important lesson you learned
during this project."

2. Campaign Creation (40 minutes)

o Give the student complete creative freedom. They must choose one key message (e.g.,
"Protect Pollinators," "Reduce Plastic Waste," "Animals Deserve Safe Homes") and one
format to present it.

o Campaign Ideas:

= A Short Video/Ad: Film a 30-60 second commercial about their topic.

= A Persuasive Poster: Design a powerful visual poster with a catchy slogan.

= A Spoken Word Poem or Song: Write and perform a piece about animal rights or
environmental responsibility.

= A "How-To" Guide: Create a simple, illustrated guide on how to build a bug hotel or
make a bird feeder.

o Provide the art supplies, recycled materials, and optional camera. You are there to help with
ideas and execution.

3. Showcase and Reflection (10 minutes)
o The student presents their final campaign to you. Celebrate their creativity and hard work!
o End with a final reflection in their journal. Prompt them with questions:
= What was the most surprising thing you learned in this lesson?
= What is one small change you will make in your own life to show more respect for
animals and the environment?
= How does it feel to know you can make a positive difference?
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