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Lesson Plan: The Buzzworthy Bond: Bees,
Humans, and Our Shared Story

Materials Needed:

¢ Notebook or paper

Pens or pencils

Colored pencils or markers (optional)

Access to the internet for short video clips or articles (teacher-curated)
Whiteboard or large sheet of paper for mind-mapping

1. Learning Objectives
By the end of this 60-minute lesson, the student will be able to:

¢ Analyze how bees are portrayed in at least one historical context or myth.

¢ Explain the critical role bees play in our modern ecosystem.

¢ Create an original piece of persuasive or narrative writing that advocates for bee conservation,
demonstrating understanding and creativity.

2. IB Learner Profile Focus

Inquirer: Developing curiosity about the interconnectedness of nature and human history.
Knowledgeable: Exploring concepts of mythology, history, and ecology.

Thinker: Critically analyzing the relationship between human actions and environmental
consequences, and creatively proposing solutions.

e Communicator: Expressing ideas confidently and creatively through writing and discussion.
Caring: Showing empathy and a commitment to service by considering how to protect a vital
species.

Lesson Activities & Procedure (60 minutes)

Part 1: The Ancient Buzz - A Sweet History (15 minutes)

1. Introduction (5 mins):

o Begin with a warm-up question: "If you had to describe a bee to someone who had never
seen one, what three words would you use? Why?" Discuss the words chosen (e.g., busy,
small, important, scary, magical).

o Introduce the lesson theme: We're going on a journey to explore the ancient and modern
relationship between humans and bees, from gods and myths to our gardens today.

2. Myths and Legends (10 mins):

o Storytelling: Share a brief summary of a bee-related myth. A great choice is the Greek
myth of Aristaeus, the god of beekeeping, who lost his bees and had to learn how to
bring them back. Emphasize how the myth shows that ancient people saw bees as
valuable, divine, and mysterious.

o Discussion: Ask probing questions. "What does this myth tell us about how ancient
Greeks felt about bees and honey? Why do you think they connected bees to the gods?"

o Connect to History: Briefly mention how ancient Egyptians revered bees, using honey
as a gift for the gods, as medicine, and for preserving mummies. This shows bees were
important across different cultures.
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Part 2: The Modern Hive - Our Pollinator Partners (15 minutes)

1. Transition (2 mins): "We've seen that bees were 'magical' to ancient people. Now, let's
explore the real science behind their magic and why they are so important to us right now."
2. Mind-Mapping a Bee's World (8 mins):

o On a large piece of paper or whiteboard, write "BEES" in the center.

o Ask the student to brainstorm everything that is connected to bees. Guide them with
prompts if needed: "What do bees make? (Honey). What do they do for flowers?
(Pollinate). What foods do we eat because of pollinators?"

o Draw lines connecting "BEES" to concepts like: Flowers, Fruits (apples, berries),
Vegetables (cucumbers, squash), Nuts (almonds), Gardens, Food Supply, and
Ecosystem Balance. This visually demonstrates their central role.

3. The Problem (5 mins): Briefly and clearly explain the threats bees face today: habitat loss
(fewer meadows and wildflowers), pesticides, and climate change. Frame it as a problem we
can help solve.

Part 3: The Future Swarm - Becoming a Bee Advocate (25 minutes)

1. Introduction to the Task (5 mins): "Now that we know the history and the science, your
mission is to use your communication skills to help the bees. You can choose one of two
creative projects. The goal is to inspire someone else to care about bees."

2. Creative Choice Activity (15 mins): The student chooses one of the following tasks.

o Option A: Create a "Bee Hero" Action Plan.
= Task: Design a one-page, visually appealing poster or flyer (using paper and
colored pencils) that persuades your family or friends to help bees.
= Must Include: A catchy title (e.g., "Bee Our Guest!"), a sentence explaining why
bees are important, and at least three simple, actionable steps people can take
(e.g., "1. Plant bee-friendly flowers like lavender or sunflowers. 2. Leave a small,
shallow dish of water with pebbles for them to drink. 3. Avoid using chemicals on
your garden.").
= IB Profile Focus: Communicator, Caring.
o Option B: Write a Modern Myth.
= Task: Write a short story or poem (about 1-2 paragraphs) from the perspective of
the last bee in a garden. What has she seen? What message does she want to
leave for the humans who live there?
= Goal: Use descriptive language to create a sense of emotion (sadness, hope,
urgency) and connect the bee's fate to the human world. It's a creative way to
explore the problem.
= IB Profile Focus: Thinker, Inquirer.

3. Share and Reflect (5 mins): Have the student present their poster or read their story aloud.
Ask a reflective question: "What is the most important message you wanted your audience to
understand?"

Part 4: Conclusion (5 minutes)

¢ Review: Quickly recap the journey of the lesson: from ancient myths where bees were gifts
from the gods, to our modern understanding of them as essential partners for our planet.

¢ Final Thought: End with a powerful statement. "By understanding the story of bees, we also
learn more about our own story and our responsibility to the world around us. Today, you
acted as a storyteller and a problem-solver, just like the heroes in the myths we discussed."
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