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The Founder's Decree: Expressing a Nation's
Identity
Materials Needed:

Computer or tablet with internet access
Word processing software (e.g., Google Docs, Microsoft Word)
A simple digital graphic design tool (e.g., Canva, Google Drawings) OR paper, markers, and
colored pencils
A device with a camera for recording a short video (e.g., a smartphone, tablet, or webcam)

Lesson Plan & Activities

1. Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to:

(English) Use formal and persuasive language to write a founding proclamation for a new
country.
(English) Practice public speaking skills by delivering a short, powerful speech on video.
(Social Studies) Apply concepts of citizenship, values, and national identity to the creation of
a fictional nation.
(IT) Use a digital tool to design a symbolic flag and record a video presentation.

2. The Hook: You've Discovered an Island! (10 minutes)

Let's start with a big idea! Imagine you are an explorer and you've just discovered a brand new,
uninhabited island. You get to start your very own country! Before anyone can move there, they
need to know what your nation stands for. Let's brainstorm a few quick ideas:

What would you name your country?
What would be the most important rule? (e.g., "Everyone must be kind," or "Fridays are for
creative projects only!")
What kind of feeling do you want people to have when they think of your country? (e.g.,
adventurous, peaceful, innovative?)

This quick chat gets the creative juices flowing and sets the stage for the main project.

3. Guided Exploration: The Building Blocks of a Nation (25 minutes)

Every nation expresses its identity through words and symbols. We're going to create the two most
important ones for your new country.

Part A: The Power of a Proclamation

A proclamation is a powerful, official announcement. Let's look at a famous example, the first
sentence of the U.S. Declaration of Independence: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."
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Notice the language. It’s strong, serious, and full of big ideas. Now, let's choose 3 core values for
your country. These are the "big ideas" your nation is built on. Examples could be:

Courage & Exploration
Creativity & Innovation
Respect for Nature
Lifelong Learning
Community & Friendship

Once you have your three values, we'll work together to write the powerful opening sentence for
your proclamation. For example: "Let it be known to all that the people of [Your Country's Name] are
dedicated to the core values of Respect for Nature, Lifelong Learning, and Community."

Part B: A Symbol for the People - The Flag

Flags use colors and symbols to tell a story. Let's quickly look at the flag of Canada. The maple leaf is
a famous symbol of the country's nature. The red might represent strength and the white might
represent peace.

How can you show your country's values in a flag? Brainstorm together:

Colors: What emotions or ideas do colors represent? (e.g., Green for nature, yellow for
happiness, blue for wisdom).
Symbols: What simple shape could represent your values? (e.g., A sun for innovation, a book
for learning, a tree for nature).

4. Main Project: The Founder's Creative Tasks (60 minutes)

Now it's time to bring your nation to life! Complete the following three tasks.

Write Your National Proclamation:1.

Using our starting sentence, continue writing a short paragraph (3-5 sentences) that explains
what your country values and what kind of life its citizens can expect. Use strong, inspiring
words! Type this up in a word processing document.

Design Your National Flag:2.

Using a digital tool like Canva or simply paper and markers, design the flag for your new
country. Be ready to explain what your colors and symbols mean. Make it bold and
memorable!

Record Your Founder's Address:3.

This is where you express your vision! Using a phone or webcam, record a short video (1-2
minutes long). In the video, you will act as the founder of your nation. Read your proclamation
with energy and passion. At the end, proudly display your new national flag for the camera.

5. Presentation and Reflection (15 minutes)

It's time for the official founding ceremony! You will present your project:

Share your flag design and explain the meaning behind your choices.
Play your "Founder's Address" video.

After the presentation, we'll discuss the experience:
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What was your favorite part of creating your own country?
Why did you choose those specific values for your nation?
How does using formal language in the proclamation make it sound more important?

6. Extension & Differentiation

For Extra Support: I can provide a fill-in-the-blank template for the proclamation to help
structure the sentences. We can also use a pre-selected set of symbols (stars, circles, trees) to
choose from for the flag design.
For an Extra Challenge: Create another element for your country! You could write the lyrics
to a short national anthem, design a piece of currency (money) that features your nation's
values, or draw a map of your island showing key locations.
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