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Arabic Letter Treasure Hunt: Discovering Alif
(ب) and Baa (ا)
Materials Needed:

Large flashcards for the letters Alif (ا) and Baa (ب)
Playdough (at least two different colors)
A shallow tray or baking sheet
Salt, sand, or colored rice to fill the bottom of the tray
Construction paper (2 sheets)
Child-safe scissors and a marker (for the parent/teacher)
Glue stick
"Treasures" for decorating: glitter, small pom-poms, stickers, or small pasta shapes
(Optional) A speaker to play an Arabic alphabet song
(Optional) Picture cards of an *Asad* (lion - for Alif) and a *Bayt* (house - for Baa)

Learning Objectives:
By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to:

Recognize the shape of the letters Alif (ا) and Baa (ب).
Say the name and basic sound of each letter ("A" for Alif, "B" for Baa).
Form the shape of Alif and Baa using their hands in a multi-sensory way (playdough and sand
tray).
Creatively decorate a letter, reinforcing its shape and connecting learning with art.

Lesson Procedure

Part 1: The Letter Greeting (Warm-Up - 5 minutes)

Sing a Song: Start with a fun Arabic alphabet (nasheed) song to get excited. Clap along to the1.
rhythm. This creates a joyful and predictable start to your lesson time.
Introduce the "Letters of the Day": Show the flashcard for Alif (ا). Say clearly, "This is the2.
letter Alif. It makes an 'A' sound. Alif is straight and tall like a soldier!" Have the student stand
up straight and tall like an Alif.
Meet the Next Letter: Show the flashcard for Baa (ب). Say, "This is the letter Baa. It makes a3.
'B' sound. Baa is like a little boat with one dot underneath. Can you pretend your hand is a
boat?" Have the student cup their hand and point with one finger underneath to represent the
dot (nuqta).
Connect to Words: (Optional) Show the picture cards. "Alif is for *Asad* (lion). Baa is for4.
*Bayt* (house)." Make the animal sound or pretend to knock on the door of the house.

Part 2: Sensory Letter Hunt (Main Activity - 15 minutes)

Explain to the student that they are going on a treasure hunt to find and build the letters Alif and
Baa.

Activity A: Playdough Letter Sculpting

Place a ball of playdough and the Alif flashcard in front of the student. Say, "Let's make the tall1.
soldier, Alif!"
Guide the student to roll the playdough into a long, straight "snake" and stand it up. Celebrate2.
their creation!
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Next, introduce a different color of playdough and the Baa flashcard. Say, "Now let's build the3.
boat, Baa!"
Help them roll another long snake, then curve the ends up to make the boat shape. Ask, "What4.
is our boat missing?" Guide them to roll a tiny ball for the dot and place it underneath. This
reinforces the key feature of the letter.

Activity B: Magic Sand Writing

Bring out the sensory tray filled with salt or sand. Say, "Now we get to draw our letters in1.
magic sand!"
Show the student how to use their pointer finger to draw a tall, straight line for Alif. Let them2.
practice drawing and erasing it by gently shaking the tray.
Next, demonstrate how to draw the boat shape for Baa. Say, "We draw the boat... and3.
*boop*... we add the dot underneath!" Let them practice drawing the letter several times. This
builds muscle memory in a fun, low-pressure way.

Part 3: Letter Treasure Craft (Creative Application - 10 minutes)

Prepare the Letters: Before the lesson, draw a large bubble-outline of Alif on one sheet of1.
construction paper and Baa on another.
Create and Decorate: Give the student the choice of which letter they want to decorate first.2.
Provide the glue stick and the "treasures" (glitter, pom-poms, etc.).
Guided Creation: Instruct the student to trace the inside of the letter outline with glue. Then,3.
let them stick their treasures onto the glue. As they work, reinforce the letter's name and
sound. For Baa, make a special point of placing a unique treasure (like a big pom-pom) where
the dot goes.
Display Their Work: Admire their beautiful letter treasure! This provides a tangible, proud4.
result of their learning that you can display.

Part 4: Goodbye Letters (Wrap-Up - 2 minutes)

Hold up the student's finished craft letters one by one.1.
Ask, "What letter is this?" and help them say the name (Alif/Baa).2.
Give the letters a little wave and say, "Goodbye Alif! Goodbye Baa! We will see you next time!"3.
End the lesson on a positive and playful note.

Assessment (Informal Observation)
Can the student point to the correct letter when you say its name (e.g., "Show me Baa")?
Does the student attempt to make the letter shapes with the playdough or in the sand tray?
(Focus on effort and recognition, not perfection).
When showing their final craft, can the student name the letter, even with prompting?
Is the student able to correctly place the dot for the letter Baa?

Differentiation & Extension
For Extra Support: Focus on only one letter for the entire lesson if two seems overwhelming.
You can also provide dotted lines on the paper for them to trace with glue, or use hand-over-
hand guidance in the sand tray.
For an Extra Challenge (Extension): Introduce the next letter, Taa (ت), which is the same
"boat" shape as Baa but with two dots inside. Ask the student, "What if our boat had two
people in it instead of one?" This builds on the established concept. You can also hide the letter
flashcards in the room and have the student find them before the lesson begins.


