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Lesson Plan: Level Up Your Anime Edits -
Storytelling with Sound and Motion
Materials Needed:

Google Pixel Phone (or phone with screen recording)
Laptop with Microsoft Teams and Microsoft Clipchamp installed
Internet access for research and file transfers
Headphones (recommended for audio editing)
A notebook and pen/pencil for storyboarding
Links to example videos (provided in the lesson)

Part 1: The Spark - Introduction & Goal Setting (5-10
minutes)
Today, we're not just making another cool video; we're going to learn how professional editors use
sound and motion to tell a powerful story and create a specific feeling in the viewer. You're already
great at the technical side—planning, gathering clips, and putting them together. Now, we'll add two
professional techniques to your toolkit.

Today's Mission:

Master Rhythmic & Emotional Pacing: We'll learn the difference between cutting strictly to1.
the beat and cutting to match the feeling of the music.
Learn the J-Cut & L-Cut: We'll explore a classic filmmaking trick to make your video transitions2.
smoother and more engaging.
Create a New Edit: You will create a new 15-50 second video applying these new skills to a song3.
and anime of your choice.

Part 2: The Editor's Eye - Analyze & Learn (15-20 minutes)
Let's watch a few examples and break down what makes them work so well. It's like a musician learning
a new song by listening to it carefully first.

Activity 1: Beat vs. Feeling

Analyze Rhythmic Cutting: Watch a high-energy "Action AMV" example (search YouTube for1.
one). Notice how the cuts happen exactly on the drum beats or major sounds. This creates energy
and excitement.

Discussion: In your own words, how does cutting exactly on the beat make you feel as a
viewer? When would be the best time to use this technique?

Analyze Emotional Cutting: Your current process of finding the tempo and time signature is2.
perfect for rhythmic cutting! But what about slower, more emotional moments? Sometimes, the
most powerful cut happens not on a beat, but on a held note, a breath, or right when a lyric with
meaning is sung. This emphasizes the story.
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Discussion: Think of a song with a quiet part and a loud part. How would you edit the quiet
part differently from the loud part to show that change in feeling?

Activity 2: Introducing J-Cuts and L-Cuts

This is a simple but powerful technique that makes your edits feel incredibly professional.

L-Cut (Audio Lingers): The video cuts to a new clip, but the audio from the previous clip
continues to play for a moment. This is great for showing someone's reaction to what was just said
or heard. The shape of the clips on the timeline looks like the letter "L".
J-Cut (Audio Jumps): The audio from the next clip starts playing before the video cuts to it. This
builds anticipation and pulls the viewer into the next scene. The shape on the timeline looks like a
backward "J".

Let's see it in action: Watch a short tutorial on YouTube that visually explains J-Cuts and L-Cuts. (A
quick search for "J-Cut and L-Cut explained" will provide many great, short examples).

Part 3: The Workshop - Create Your Masterpiece (60-90
minutes)
Now it's your turn to be the director. You'll use your entire workflow, but with a new layer of creative
planning.

Select Your Assets (10 min):1.
Choose a Song: Pick a song that has a clear change in emotion or energy (e.g., a quiet
verse and a powerful chorus).
Choose an Anime: Pick an anime that matches the feeling of your song.

The Director's Storyboard (15 min):2.
Create your usual storyboard, but add a new "Technique" column.
Listen to your song carefully. On your storyboard, mark exactly where the energy changes.
Plan where you will use specific techniques. For example:

"During the fast chorus, I will use rhythmic cuts on every drum beat."
"To transition from the sad scene to the hopeful one, I'll use a J-Cut, bringing in the
happy music before the clip changes."
"When the character looks shocked, I'll use an L-Cut to let the sound of the explosion
linger while we see their face."

Film & Edit (35-65 min):3.
Follow your established workflow: record clips on your phone, transfer via Teams, and open
them in Clipchamp.
As you edit, refer to your Director's Storyboard. Try to execute the J-Cuts and L-Cuts you
planned. (Hint: In Clipchamp, you can detach the audio from a video clip to easily create
these overlaps).
Don't be afraid to experiment! If an idea from your storyboard doesn't work, try something
new. That's part of the creative process.

Part 4: The Premiere - Share & Reflect (10 minutes)
Let's watch your finished video! As we watch, think about the choices you made as an editor.
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Creator's Statement (Discussion):

Which part of your video are you most proud of and why?
Show me one spot where you used a J-Cut or an L-Cut. Why did you decide to use it there? What
effect were you trying to create?
How did planning your cuts based on the song's "feeling" change the way you edited this video
compared to your previous ones?
What was the biggest challenge in this project, and how did you solve it?

Expert Challenge (Optional Extension Activity)
Feeling confident? Try adding one of these advanced techniques to your next project.

Speed Ramping: Instead of just cutting a clip, make it start slow, speed up in the middle, and
then slow down again at the end. This can add incredible style and energy, especially when
synced to music that builds and swells. Clipchamp has a "Speed" tool that allows you to do this.
Mood-Matching with Color: Use the "Filters" or "Adjust Colors" tools in Clipchamp to change
the look of your clips. For a sad or nostalgic scene, try making the colors slightly faded or adding a
blue tint. For an intense action scene, try increasing the contrast and saturation to make the
colors pop.
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