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Lesson Plan: The Silly Story Creators
Materials Needed:

A collection of 15-20 picture cards showing a variety of characters (e.g., a friendly dragon, a girl in
a raincoat), settings (e.g., a candy forest, a castle on a cloud), and objects (e.g., a sparkly key, a
giant sandwich, a mysterious map). These can be printed, cut from magazines, or drawn.
A large piece of paper or a felt board to act as a storyboard.
A glue stick or removable tape (if using paper).
Optional: A "magic microphone" (a decorated paper towel roll or a toy microphone).
Optional: Crayons and a blank piece of paper for the wrap-up activity.

Lesson Overview

This play-based lesson encourages a young learner to become a storyteller. By selecting, arranging, and
describing pictures, the student will practice listening, build a narrative, and develop critical thinking
skills in a fun, creative, and pressure-free way.

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to:

Describe the key details in a picture using descriptive words.
Answer "who," "what," and "where" questions about a picture to demonstrate comprehension.
Sequence 3-5 pictures to create a simple, logical story (beginning, middle, end).
Orally narrate the story they created, speaking in complete sentences.

Alignment with Standards (Example: Common Core ELA for Kindergarten)

SL.K.1 & SL.K.6: Participate in conversations and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
SL.K.4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and events with prompting and support.
RL.K.1 & RL.K.7: With prompting, ask and answer questions about key details in a text and
describe the relationship between illustrations and the story.

Lesson Procedure (Approx. 30-40 minutes)

1. Introduction: "Sound Detective" (5 minutes)

Goal: To warm up listening skills.
Activity: Say, "Let's be Sound Detectives! I'm going to make a sound, and you have to guess
what it is." Make simple sounds like a cat meowing, a car horn beeping, a clock ticking, or water
dripping. After the student guesses, have them make a sound for you to guess. This focuses their
attention on listening for details.
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2. Guided Practice: "Picture Explorer" (10 minutes)

Goal: To practice critical thinking and picture comprehension.
Activity:

Lay out three interesting picture cards. Let the student pick one.1.
Ask guiding questions to encourage deeper observation. Move from simple to more complex2.
thinking:

"What do you see in this picture?" (Basic observation)
"What do you think the dragon is doing?" (Action/behavior)
"How do you think he feels? What in the picture makes you think that?"
(Inferring emotions)
"What do you think might happen right after this picture?" (Prediction)

Praise their detailed observations and creative ideas. Repeat with another picture if time3.
and interest allow.

3. Main Activity: "Let's Build a Story!" (15 minutes)

Goal: Picture composition and oral storytelling.
Activity:

Spread all the picture cards out so the student can see them. Place the storyboard (large1.
paper or felt board) in the middle.
Say, "We're going to build our very own silly story! First, every story needs a main2.
character. Who is our story about?" Let the student choose a character card and place
it on the left side of the storyboard.
Continue guiding the story structure with questions, letting the student choose the pictures:3.

"Great! So, where did our [character] go?" (Student chooses a setting card).
"And then, what surprising thing did they find?" (Student chooses an object
card).
"Oh no! What happened next?" (Student chooses another action/character card).
"How did the story end? What happened to everyone?" (Student chooses a final
card for the resolution).

As they place each picture, ask them to describe what is happening. For example, "So the4.
dragon went to the candy forest and found a sparkly key! Tell me more about that."
Encourage the use of connecting words like "and then," "next," and "finally."

4. Conclusion & Performance: "The Great Storyteller" (5-10 minutes)

Goal: To consolidate speaking skills and build confidence.
Activity:

Hand the student the "magic microphone."1.
Say, "You have built an amazing story! Now it's your turn to be the Great2.
Storyteller. Using your pictures, tell me the whole story from the beginning to the
very end."
Listen attentively as they narrate their story, pointing to the pictures. Provide gentle3.
prompts only if they get stuck (e.g., "And what did he do with the key?"). Celebrate their
wonderful storytelling at the end!
Optional: If the student is interested, have them draw their favorite part of the story they4.
just told, describing it one last time as they draw.

Differentiation

For Extra Support: Use fewer picture choices (e.g., 3-4 cards at a time) to prevent overwhelm.
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Co-create the story more directly, with you modeling sentences first ("My turn: 'The girl found a
map.' Now your turn: 'And then...'").
For an Extra Challenge: Encourage the student to add more detail, such as what the characters
said to each other (dialogue). Introduce a "problem" card (like a locked door or a storm) and ask
them how the character could solve it.

Rubric-Based Evaluation of this Lesson Plan

Criterion Evaluation

1. Learning Objectives Excellent. The objectives are specific (describe, answer, sequence, narrate), measurable through observation,
achievable for a 5-year-old, and directly tied to the lesson activities.

2. Alignment with Stan-
dards

Excellent. The plan explicitly references key Kindergarten ELA standards for speaking, listening, and comprehen-
sion, and the activities are designed to directly meet them.

3. Instructional Strategies Excellent. The lesson uses a variety of age-appropriate methods: a game-based warm-up (auditory), guided ques-
tioning (dialogic), hands-on manipulation of cards (kinesthetic/visual), and a performance-based conclusion (o-
ral/creative). The step-by-step instructions are clear.

4. Engagement and Motiva-
tion

Excellent. Engagement is high due to the use of a "silly" theme, student choice (selecting cards), and interactive
tools like the "magic microphone." The student is positioned as the creator, which fosters ownership and motiva-
tion.

5. Differentiation and Inclu-
sivity

Excellent. Clear, practical modifications are provided for students needing extra support or an additional chal-
lenge. The visual, non-text-based nature of the activity makes it highly inclusive for pre-readers and learners of all
backgrounds.

6. Assessment Methods Excellent. Assessment is formative and integrated seamlessly into the lesson. The teacher can assess comprehen-
sion through the student's answers to questions, composition skills by observing how they sequence the pictures,
and speaking skills during the final narration. No formal test is needed.

7. Organization and Clarity Excellent. The plan follows a clear and logical sequence: warm-up, guided practice, main activity, and conclusion.
Timings are suggested, and transitions between segments are smooth and purposeful.

8. Creativity and Innovation Excellent. The lesson is centered on student creativity rather than rote learning. It encourages imaginative think-
ing and problem-solving. The concept of "building" a story with picture cards and performing it with a prop is a
fresh and effective approach for this age group.

9. Materials and Resource
Management

Excellent. The materials list is clear and utilizes simple, low-cost, and easily accessible resources. It demonstrates
how effective learning can happen without expensive tools or complex technology.

```


