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Lesson Plan: Build an Ancient Israelite
Home!
Materials Needed:

A sturdy piece of cardboard for the base (like from a shipping box)
A small shoebox or other small rectangular box
Air-dry clay or homemade salt dough (2 cups flour, 1 cup salt, 1 cup water)
Brown and tan paint, and paintbrushes
Craft sticks (like popsicle sticks) and/or small twigs
Small pebbles or gravel
A small bowl for water
Scissors and school glue
Optional: Small toy animals (sheep, goats), blue felt (for a well), tiny clay pots

Subject: History, Art, Engineering

Grade Level: 3rd Grade (Age 8)

Time Allotment: 60-75 minutes

1. Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, Jimmy will be able to:

Identify at least three key features of a typical ancient Israelite home (e.g., mud-brick walls,
flat roof, courtyard).
Construct a 3D model of an Israelite home using the provided materials, demonstrating basic
structural concepts.
Explain the purpose of one part of his model home (like the roof), connecting it to the daily life
and climate of Ancient Israel.

2. Alignment with Standards and Curriculum

This lesson aligns with typical social studies standards for elementary grades, focusing on:

Understanding how geography and climate influence the way people live, including their
shelter.
Exploring the daily lives, customs, and contributions of ancient civilizations.
Using hands-on activities to interpret historical information.

3. Instructional Strategies and Activities

Part 1: The Hook - A Journey Back in Time! (5 minutes)

Teacher: "Jimmy, imagine we just traveled 3,000 years back in time to Ancient Israel. There
are no brick houses or big apartment buildings. What do you think your house would be made
of? What would it look like?"
Briefly discuss his ideas. Show a few age-appropriate pictures of archaeological reconstructions
of Israelite four-room houses. Point out the key features.
Teacher says: "See how the walls look like they are made of mud and straw? And look at that
flat roof! People didn't just use it to keep rain out; they worked, slept, and even relaxed up
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there because it was cooler. Today, you get to be an ancient builder and make your very own!"

Part 2: The Architect's Plan (10 minutes)

Set out the shoebox on the cardboard base. Explain that this will be the main structure of the
house.
Teacher: "Most homes had rooms for the family and even a space for their animals inside on
the ground floor to keep them safe at night! They also had a courtyard outside for cooking and
working."
Together, decide where the courtyard will be on the cardboard base. You can sketch it out with
a pencil. Plan where the door will be and how people get to the roof (a ladder!).

Part 3: The Construction Site (35-45 minutes)

This is the main, hands-on activity. Guide Jimmy through the steps, but let him do the creative work.

Building the Walls: Mix the salt dough or open the air-dry clay. Show Jimmy how to flatten1.
pieces of clay and press them onto the outside of the shoebox. Encourage him to leave the
texture rough, like real mud bricks. Leave an opening for a door.
Making the Roof: Lay craft sticks or twigs across the top of the shoebox to create the roof2.
beams. Then, carefully press a thinner, flat layer of clay on top of the sticks to create the flat
roof surface.
Designing the Courtyard: Use remaining clay to build a low wall around the courtyard area3.
you planned. Press small pebbles into the clay for texture.
Adding Details: This is where creativity shines!4.

Use leftover twigs and a few pieces of clay to build an outdoor ladder leaning against the
house.
Shape a tiny fire pit or a grinding stone for the courtyard.
If you have time while the clay is wet, you can paint it with watered-down brown/tan
paint to give it a sun-baked look.

Part 4: The Home Tour (5-10 minutes)

Once the model is complete (or at a good stopping point), ask Jimmy to give you a tour of his
creation.
Teacher: "You are the master builder! Show me around your new home. What is this part for?
Why is the roof flat? Where would a family cook their dinner?"
This serves as a fun and engaging way to check his understanding.

5. Differentiation and Inclusivity

For Support: If the clay is challenging, focus on just covering one wall and the roof. You can
pre-cut a door in the shoebox ahead of time to simplify the process.
For an Advanced Challenge (Extension):

Encourage Jimmy to create a "cut-away" view by leaving one wall of the box open, and
then build tiny clay furniture or sleeping mats for the inside.
Have him add an olive press to the courtyard using a larger rock and a small clay basin.
Ask him to write or narrate a short story about a day in the life of a family who lives in
his model home.

6. Assessment Methods

Formative (During the lesson): Observe Jimmy's process and listen to his comments and
questions during the build. Are his design choices logical for the setting (e.g., putting the
ladder on the outside)?
Summative (End of lesson): Use the "Home Tour" as a performance-based assessment.
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Listen for the following in his explanation:
Does he correctly identify at least three parts of the home (walls, flat roof, courtyard,
ladder)?
Can he explain the *why* behind one feature? (e.g., "The roof is flat so we can sleep on it
when it's hot.")
Is his final model a recognizable representation of an ancient Israelite home?

7. Organization and Clarity

The lesson flows from a guided introduction (Hook), to planning (Architect's Plan), to independent
creation (Construction), and finally to a reflective summary (Home Tour). Transitions are managed
by the teacher guiding the student from one stage to the next with clear verbal cues.

8. Creativity and Innovation

This lesson moves beyond rote memorization of facts about Ancient Israel. By physically building a
model, Jimmy must engage in problem-solving (How do I make the roof stay on?), creative design,
and critical thinking (Why was it built this way?). The "Home Tour" encourages storytelling and helps
him build a personal connection to the historical content.

9. Materials and Resource Management

The materials are low-cost, readily available household or craft items. The use of salt dough provides
an easy and non-toxic alternative to store-bought clay. The project is self-contained on the
cardboard base, making cleanup manageable for a homeschool environment.


