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The Paragraph Sundae: Building Sweet
Sentences!
Materials Needed:

Construction paper (brown, pink, white, red, and other various 'topping' colors)
Scissors
Glue stick
Markers or crayons
One paper bowl
Worksheet paper or a notebook
A pencil
3-4 pre-written short paragraphs on index cards for a warm-up activity

1. Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to:

Define "topic sentence" as the main idea of a paragraph.
Define "supporting details" as sentences that give more information about the main idea.
Identify the topic sentence and supporting details within a simple paragraph.
Write a complete paragraph that includes one clear topic sentence and at least three relevant
supporting details.

2. Alignment with Standards and Curriculum

This lesson aligns with Common Core ELA Standards for 3rd-4th Grade, specifically:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.A: Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in
paragraphs and sections.
This lesson provides the foundational skill for organizing ideas into a cohesive paragraph,
which is essential for all forms of writing.

3. Instructional Strategies & Activities

Part 1: The Hook - What is a Paragraph Sundae? (5 minutes)

"Today, we're going to learn how to build a strong paragraph, and we're going to think of it like
building an ice cream sundae! A great paragraph needs a strong foundation and lots of yummy
details, just like a great sundae."

The Bowl: "The most important part of a sundae is the bowl. It holds everything together! In a1.
paragraph, the topic sentence is like the bowl. It holds the main idea and tells the reader
what the whole paragraph is going to be about."
The Scoops & Toppings: "What goes inside the bowl? Ice cream, sauce, sprinkles! These are2.
the supporting details. They make the sundae interesting and give you more information
about what kind of sundae it is. In a paragraph, supporting details give more information, facts,
and examples about the topic sentence."

Part 2: Guided Practice - Topic Sentence Detective (10 minutes)

Present the pre-written paragraphs on index cards. Read them aloud together.1.
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For each paragraph, ask the student to be a "detective" and find the one sentence that acts as2.
the "bowl"—the sentence that tells what the whole paragraph is about.
After they identify the topic sentence, ask them to point out the "scoops and toppings"—the3.
supporting details that prove the topic sentence is true.
Example Paragraph: My dog, Sparky, is a very playful puppy. He loves to chase his red ball4.
all over the yard. His favorite game is tug-of-war with his rope toy. When he gets tired, he
always brings me a toy to throw for him. (Topic Sentence: "My dog, Sparky, is a very playful
puppy.")

Part 3: Creative Activity - Build Your Own Paragraph Sundae! (20 minutes)

Now it's time to create our own paragraph sundae from scratch!

Choose a Topic (The Flavor): Ask the student to pick a topic they love. Examples: "My1.
Favorite Video Game," "The Best Thing About Summer," "Why Cats are Great Pets," or "My
Favorite Book."
Create the Bowl (The Topic Sentence): On the real paper bowl, have the student write a2.
strong topic sentence about their chosen topic. For example: "Minecraft is the best video game
because you can build anything."
Cut Out the Scoops (The Supporting Details): Have the student cut out three circles3.
("scoops") from the construction paper. On each scoop, they will write one supporting detail
that gives more information about the topic sentence.

Scoop 1: "One reason is that you can build huge castles out of stone."
Scoop 2: "You can also work with friends in survival mode to find diamonds."
Scoop 3: "I also love that you can tame animals like wolves and horses."

Add the Toppings (Conclusion/Flair): Cut out a paper cherry or some sprinkles. This can be4.
used to write a concluding sentence that wraps up the idea. Example: "That is why Minecraft is
my favorite game to play."
Assemble the Sundae: Glue the scoops and toppings onto the bowl to create a complete5.
visual "paragraph."

Part 4: Application - Write It Out (10 minutes)

Using the Paragraph Sundae craft as a guide, have the student write their complete paragraph in
their notebook or on the worksheet paper. This transfers the hands-on activity into a formal writing
skill.

4. Engagement and Motivation

The lesson uses a fun, relatable analogy (ice cream sundaes) to make an abstract concept
concrete and memorable.
The hands-on craft allows for creativity and appeals to kinesthetic learners.
Student choice is built-in by allowing them to select their own topic, increasing ownership and
interest.

5. Differentiation and Inclusivity

For Extra Support: Provide a list of topic sentence ideas or sentence starters for supporting
details (e.g., "First...", "Another reason is...", "Finally..."). Work together to brainstorm ideas
before writing.
For an Advanced Challenge: Challenge the student to write a second paragraph where the
topic sentence is the last sentence of the paragraph. Or, ask them to add a "silly topping" (an
irrelevant detail) to a sample paragraph and explain why it doesn't belong in the sundae.
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6. Assessment Methods

Formative (During the lesson): Observe the student's ability to identify topic sentences
during the "Topic Sentence Detective" game. Listen to their reasoning as they create their
supporting detail "scoops."
Summative (End of lesson): The final written paragraph will be the main assessment. Check
for:

A clear topic sentence that states the main idea.1.
At least three supporting details that are relevant to the topic sentence.2.
Basic sentence structure and punctuation.3.

7. Organization and Clarity

The lesson flows logically from introduction to guided practice, creative application, and finally to
independent writing. Each step builds on the last, ensuring the concept is understood before moving
on. The sundae metaphor remains consistent throughout the lesson, providing a clear and
memorable framework.

8. Creativity and Innovation

This lesson transforms a standard writing topic from a worksheet-based exercise into a creative,
multi-sensory experience. The physical act of building the "sundae" helps solidify the structure of a
paragraph in the student's mind in a way that rote memorization cannot. It encourages thinking
about writing as a creative construction process.


