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Lesson Plan: Reading Detective - Cracking
the Code of Mixed-Up Stories!
Materials Needed:

Paper and pencil/pen for Avalon
Index cards or small pieces of paper
Scissors
A favorite short book or a few paragraphs from a story Avalon enjoys
Highlighter or colored pencil
Pre-prepared "Silly Sentence" cards (see Step 1)
Pre-prepared "Context Clues Challenge" worksheet (see Step 3)
Pre-prepared "The Mixed-Up Mystery" story (see Step 4)

Learning Objective:
By the end of this lesson, Avalon will be able to identify and correct grammatical and contextual
errors in a short passage by using sentence structure rules and surrounding textual clues. She will be
able to explain why a word doesn't fit and choose a better replacement.

Alignment with Literacy Continuum:
UnT8.7: Monitors reading for meaning using grammatical and contextual knowledge.

Lesson Steps:

1. The Warm-Up: Silly Sentence Investigator (5 minutes)

Goal: To introduce the idea that sentences need to make sense both grammatically and logically.

Activity:

Present Avalon with a few pre-written "Silly Sentences" on index cards. These sentences will1.
have one word that is the wrong type (e.g., a noun where a verb should be) or doesn't make
sense in context.
Examples:2.

The dog decided to purple up the tree.
My favorite snack is a crunchy, delicious cloud.
Please happily the door when you leave.

Ask Avalon: "What's wrong with this sentence? It sounds silly! Can you be a detective and find3.
the word that's out of place?"
Have her identify the incorrect word and suggest a word that would fix the sentence. Discuss4.
why her new word works better. (e.g., "Purple is a color, not an action! We need a doing word,
like 'climb'." or "Clouds aren't crunchy! An apple would make more sense here.")
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2. The Detective's Briefing: Two Secret Weapons (10 minutes)

Goal: To explicitly teach the concepts of "grammatical" and "contextual" clues in kid-friendly terms.

Instruction:

"Great job, Detective Avalon! You just used two secret weapons that all good readers use to make
sure they understand what they're reading. Let's give them names."

Weapon #1: The Grammar Goggles.

"This is when you use your knowledge of how sentences are built. You know that sentences
need a 'who' or a 'what' (a noun) and a 'did what' (a verb). When you saw 'Please happily the
door,' your Grammar Goggles told you that 'happily' is a feeling word, not an action word. The
sentence needed a verb, like 'close' or 'open'."

Weapon #2: The Context Compass.

"This is when you use all the other words in the sentence—the neighborhood clues—to figure
out what makes sense. In 'My favorite snack is a crunchy, delicious cloud,' your Context
Compass pointed out that the clues 'snack,' 'crunchy,' and 'delicious' don't lead to 'cloud.' They
lead to something like 'apple' or 'cookie'."

Briefly discuss the difference: Grammar Goggles check if the word is the right type of word. The
Context Compass checks if the word makes sense with everything around it.

3. Guided Practice: Context Clues Challenge (10 minutes)

Goal: To practice using context clues together in a low-pressure, fun way.

Activity:

Provide Avalon with a short paragraph with several words left blank (a "cloze" activity). Make1.
sure the blanks require different types of words (nouns, verbs, adjectives).
Example Paragraph:2.

The brave knight rode her ___________ horse towards the dark castle. She held her shiny
___________ tightly in her hand. Suddenly, a giant, green ___________ appeared and let out a
___________ roar that shook the very ground.

Read the paragraph aloud together. For each blank, ask questions to guide her thinking:3.
"What kind of word do you think goes here? An action word? A describing word? A
thing?" (Grammar Goggles)
"What's happening in the story? What word would make the most sense here based on
the other clues?" (Context Compass)

Fill in the blanks together, discussing why her choices are good ones. Encourage creative but4.
logical answers!

4. Independent Practice: The Mixed-Up Mystery (15 minutes)

Goal: For Avalon to apply her detective skills independently.

Activity:

Give Avalon the pre-prepared "Mixed-Up Mystery" story. This is a short paragraph where 4-51.
key words have been replaced with grammatically incorrect or contextually nonsensical words.
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Example Story:2.

The astronaut put on her heavy, white space lamp and floated out of the spaceship. Below
her, the Earth looked like a beautiful, blue and green sadly. She used a special tool to sing a
loose panel on the outside of the ship. It was hard work, but the view was absolutely wet.

Her mission: Read the story, use a highlighter to mark the "imposter" words, and then rewrite3.
the story with words that make sense.
After she's finished, have her share her corrected version and explain her reasoning for each4.
change, mentioning her "Grammar Goggles" or "Context Compass."

5. Creative Extension: Create Your Own Mystery! (10 minutes)

Goal: To demonstrate mastery by creating a similar puzzle for someone else.

Activity:

Ask Avalon to write her own short paragraph (3-4 sentences) on a topic she loves (dragons, art,1.
video games, etc.).
Then, instruct her to become a "Mystery Maker." She needs to go back and replace 3-4 words2.
in her story with silly words to try and stump you!
She can then give you her "Mixed-Up Mystery" to solve. This is a fun way for her to show she3.
understands the concept well enough to use it creatively.

6. Wrap-Up: Case Closed (5 minutes)

Goal: To review the main concepts and check for understanding.

Discussion:

Ask Avalon some closing questions:

"What does a good Reading Detective do when they come to a word or sentence that doesn't
make sense?"
"In your own words, what is the difference between using your 'Grammar Goggles' and your
'Context Compass'?"
"Why is it important to do this while you're reading?"

Praise her excellent detective work and remind her to keep her new tools handy whenever she
reads.
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