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Lesson Plan: Tour Guide for a Day - Crafting
the Perfect Itinerary

Materials Needed:

¢ Computer with internet access

¢ A notebook and pen, or a digital document (like Google Docs or Word)
¢ Access to Google Maps or a similar mapping tool

¢ Optional: A smartphone for recording a short video

Introduction: The Ultimate Challenge (15 minutes)

Welcome! Today, you're not just a student; you're a professional tour guide. Your job is to create
experiences that people will remember for a lifetime. A great tour isn't just a list of places—it's a
story, an adventure perfectly tailored to your clients.

Let's start with a warm-up challenge. Imagine your favorite musician, author, or historical figure is
coming to your town for just 24 hours. They've hired YOU as their exclusive guide. In your notebook,
quickly jot down:

1. Three places you would absolutely take them.
2. One specific local food or drink they must try.
3. Why you think these choices would be perfect for them specifically.

This little exercise gets you thinking like a guide: it's all about knowing your destination AND your
client. Now, let's get you your first official assignment!

Part 1: Meet Your Clients (20 minutes)

A tour guide's most important skill is listening. Before you can plan anything, you must understand
who you're planning for. For this project, you'll be designing a one-day tour for the "Adventure
Seekers," a couple in their late 20s.

Client Profile: The Adventure Seekers (Alex & Ben)

¢ Who They Are: A couple celebrating their anniversary. They are active, outdoorsy, and love
authentic experiences over tourist traps.

¢ Interests: Hiking, unique local food (love food trucks and markets), photography, live music,
and learning a new skill.

¢ Pace: They want a full day but dislike feeling rushed. They prefer one or two deep experiences
over seeing ten things briefly.

¢ Budget: Mid-range. They're happy to save on some things to splurge on a unique meal or
activity.

¢ Dislikes: Big crowds, stuffy museums, and long lines.

Your First Task: The "Consultation"

Before you start planning, a good guide asks clarifying questions. In your notebook, write down five
questions you would ask Alex & Ben to better understand their needs. Think about details that
aren't in the profile.
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(Examples might include: "Do you have any dietary restrictions?" or "How comfortable are you with
public transportation?" or "When you say 'hiking,' are you looking for a casual nature walk or a
challenging climb?")

Part 2: Destination Deep Dive & Itinerary Blueprint (60-90 minutes)

Now for the creative core of the lesson! Your job is to build a perfect, one-day itinerary for Alex &
Ben.

Step 1: Choose Your City
Select ONE of the following:

¢ A city you know very well (even your hometown!).
¢ A city you have always dreamed of visiting.

Choosing a city you're passionate about will make the research much more fun and the final tour
more authentic.

Step 2: Research with a Purpose

Using the internet, research your chosen city through the eyes of Alex & Ben. Don't just search for
"things to do." Use more specific search terms like:

¢ "[City Name] hiking trails near downtown"

e "Best local food markets in [City Name]"

¢ "Qutdoor activities in [City Name]"

¢ "Unique workshops or classes for couples in [City Name]"

Gather ideas for activities, food, and logistics (like travel time between spots using Google Maps).
Remember their dislikes—avoid the most crowded, obvious tourist traps unless you can find a unique
way to experience them.

Step 3: Create the Itinerary

Structure your plan using the blueprint below. The key is to justify every choice you make. Explain
WHY each stop is perfect for Alex & Ben.

Itinerary Blueprint: An Anniversary Adventure in [Your City]
Tour Theme: (Give your tour a catchy name, like "Urban Trails & Local Tastes")

Morning (9:00 AM - 1:00 PM): The Outdoor Experience

¢ Activity: [Name of hike, park, or outdoor activity]

e Why it's perfect for them: [Explain how it matches their active, non-touristy
vibe. Mention photo opportunities.]

¢ Logistics: [How do they get there? Any costs? How long will it take?]

Lunch (1:00 PM - 2:30 PM): Authentic Local Flavors

e Recommendation: [Name a specific food market, food truck area, or casual local
restaurant.]

e Why it's perfect for them: [Connect it to their love of authentic food and
avoiding stuffy places.]

¢ Backup Plan: [What if your first choice is closed? Have another nearby option
ready.]
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Afternoon (2:30 PM - 5:30 PM): The Hands-On Skill

¢ Activity: [Find a unique local workshop. Examples: a short cooking class, pottery
lesson, coffee tasting, or photography walk.]

e Why it's perfect for them: [Explain how this provides a memorable, shared
experience and helps them learn a new skill.]

¢ Logistics: [Does it need to be booked in advance? What's the cost?]

Evening (6:00 PM Onwards): A Night to Remember

¢ Dinner: [Recommend a restaurant that feels like a special splurge but still has
local character.]

¢ Evening Activity: [Find a spot with live music—a jazz club, a relaxed pub with an
acoustic set, etc.]

e Why it's perfect for them: [Explain how this combination provides the perfect
anniversary celebration that matches their interests.]

Contingency Plan: What is your "rainy day" alternative for the morning's outdoor
activity?

Part 3: "The Pitch" - Selling the Experience (15 minutes)

A great plan is useless if you can't get your client excited about it! Your final task is to "pitch" your
itinerary to Alex & Ben.

Choose ONE of the following methods:

1. The Email Pitch: Write a short, persuasive email (3-4 paragraphs) summarizing the amazing
day you have planned for them. Don't just list the schedule; use descriptive language to make
them feel the excitement. Highlight 2-3 moments you think they'll love the most.

2. The Video Pitch: Using your phone, record a 60-90 second video of yourself pitching the tour.
Speak with energy and passion! Briefly walk them through the day's highlights and tell them
why you're so excited to be their guide.

Lesson Reflection & Self-Evaluation

Congratulations, you've completed your first professional tour guide assignment! Now, take a
moment to reflect on your work using these questions:

¢ Client Focus: How well did my final itinerary address the specific likes and dislikes of Alex &
Ben?

¢ Creativity: Did | go beyond the first page of Google results to find unique and interesting
activities?

¢ Flow & Realism: Is the schedule logical? Did | account for travel time and avoid making the
day feel too rushed?

¢ Preparedness: Do | have a solid backup plan in case of bad weather or closures?

Extension Activities (Optional)

¢ Build a Budget: Create a simple spreadsheet estimating the total cost for two people to do
your tour (excluding travel to the city).

¢ Write a "Spiel": Choose one location from your itinerary and write a 200-word script—the
interesting story or facts you would share if you were standing there with them.

¢ Design a Niche Tour: Use the same city but create a new, hyper-specific one-day tour (e.g.,
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a "Dessert-Only Tour," a "Street Art & Photography Tour," or a "Historical Mysteries Tour").
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