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The Venn Diagram Venn-ture: Comparing
Your Favorite Worlds

Materials Needed:

¢ Large sheet of paper, poster board, or a whiteboard

Colored markers or pencils

Sticky notes (optional, but highly recommended for brainstorming)
Access to the internet for research or inspiration (optional)

¢ A curious and creative mind!

Lesson Plan Details

Subject: Logic, Language Arts, Critical Thinking
Grade Level: Middle School (ages 12-14)

Time Allotment: 45-60 minutes

1. Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, Aoibhinn will be able to:

¢ Analyze two complex, self-selected topics to identify subtle and obvious similarities and
differences.

e Construct a detailed and well-organized two-circle Venn diagram to visually represent her
analysis.

¢ Articulate and justify the placement of characteristics within the diagram, demonstrating deep
critical thinking.

¢ (Extension) Conceptualize how a third element could be integrated using a three-circle Venn
diagram.

2. Alignment with Standards and Curriculum
This lesson aligns with key middle school standards focused on:

¢ ELA - Compare and Contrast: Analyzing how two or more texts, characters, or ideas treat
similar themes or topics.

¢ Mathematical Practice - Reasoning: Constructing viable arguments and critiquing the
reasoning of others.

¢ Visual Arts - Organization: Using visual structures to communicate ideas.

3. Instructional Strategies & Lesson Flow
Part 1: The Warm-Up - "Impossible Connections” (5-10 minutes)
The goal here is to warm up our creative and analytical thinking muscles.

1. Together, choose two completely random objects in the room (e.g., a water bottle and a
cushion).

2. Set a timer for 3 minutes. The challenge is to brainstorm as many connections—however silly
or profound—as you can.

3. Example for "Water Bottle" and "Cushion":
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o Shared: Both can change shape under pressure; both provide a form of comfort
(hydration/physical); both can be found in a living room.
o Differences: One holds liquid, one holds air/stuffing; one is hard, one is soft.
4. Briefly discuss which connections were the most clever or surprising. This shows that
comparison goes beyond the obvious.

Part 2: The Main Activity - The "Ultimate Comparison" Venn-ture (30-40 minutes)

This is where Aoibhinn takes the lead. The mission is to create a masterpiece Venn diagram based
on something she is passionate about.

Step 1: Choose Your Contenders (5 mins)

Aoibhinn will select two topics to compare. Encourage her to pick subjects she knows well and finds
interesting. Some ideas:

Literary Worlds: The Wizarding World (Harry Potter) vs. Camp Half-Blood (Percy Jackson)
Character Analysis: Katniss Everdeen (The Hunger Games) vs. Hermione Granger (Harry
Potter)

Film vs. Book: The movie version of "The Hobbit" vs. the original book

Music Artists: Taylor Swift vs. Olivia Rodrigo (themes, musical style, storytelling)

Video Games: The world of Minecraft vs. the world of Zelda: Breath of the Wild

Step 2: The Brainstorm Blast (10 mins)

Using sticky notes is perfect here. On each note, Aoibhinn should write one trait, theme, character
motivation, plot point, or characteristic related to her topics. The goal is to get at least 15-20 ideas
down without worrying where they go yet. Encourage thinking about deeper elements, not just
surface-level facts.

Step 3: Sort and Build (10 mins)

1. Draw two large, overlapping circles on the paper or whiteboard. Label each circle with one of
the chosen topics.
2. Together, take the sticky notes one by one and place them in the correct section of the
diagram.
o Left Circle: Unique to Topic #1
o Right Circle: Unique to Topic #2
o Overlapping Center: Shared by BOTH topics
3. This is a great time for discussion. Ask questions like, "Why does that go in the middle? Is that
always true for that character?" This physical act of sorting makes the organization process
tangible and less intimidating.

Step 4: Presentation and Justification (5 mins)

Once the diagram is complete, Aoibhinn will present her findings. She should explain her creation,
highlighting the 3-4 most interesting or surprising connections she discovered in the shared section
and the 2-3 most important differences.

Part 3: Wrap-up and Extension (5 minutes)
Discussion & Reflection:

¢ How did using a Venn diagram help you organize your thoughts?
e What was the most difficult item to place, and why?
¢ Did creating this change your perspective on either of your topics?
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Creative Challenge (Extension):

Ask Aoibhinn: "What if we added a third topic?" For example, if she compared Harry Potter and Percy
Jackson, what would happen if you added The Lord of the Rings? Briefly sketch out a three-circle
diagram and discuss: What new connections would form? What rare trait might all three share in the
very center?

4. Differentiation and Inclusivity

¢ Learner Choice: The core of the activity is driven by Aocibhinn's personal interests, which
ensures high engagement and motivation.

e Support: The use of sticky notes provides a flexible, low-pressure way to brainstorm and
organize ideas before committing them to the final diagram. The teacher can assist in the
sorting process as needed.

¢ Challenge (Extension): The three-circle Venn diagram concept pushes the analytical
complexity for students who are ready for a greater challenge.

5. Assessment Methods
This is a formative, performance-based assessment. Success is measured by:

¢ The Completed Diagram: Is it well-organized, clear, and detailed? Does it contain a healthy
number of items in all three sections?

¢ Verbal Justification: Can Aoibhinn confidently and logically explain her reasoning for placing
items in the shared and unique sections? Her explanation is the key indicator of her
understanding.

¢ Depth of Analysis: Did she move beyond surface-level comparisons (e.g., "both have magic")
to more nuanced observations (e.g., "both feature a main character who is an orphan and
discovers their destiny")?
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