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Lesson Plan: Text Detective - Cracking the
Code of an Author's Message

Subject: English
Grade Level: 8
Student: Aira Marie

Topic: Drawing Inferences and Formulating Sound Judgment (EN8INF-II-11)

Materials Needed

e A "Detective Kit" (optional fun props like a notepad, a pen, and a magnifying glass)
¢ Pre-prepared "Case Files": 4-5 folders, each containing a different short text. Examples:
o Case #1: An advertisement for a new smartphone.
o Case #2: A formal company memo announcing a new policy.
o Case #3: An excerpt from a highly technical scientific journal about space exploration.
o Case #4: A blog post or online article offering friendly advice (e.g., "5 Tips for a Healthier
Morning").
o Case #5: The first page of a user manual for a new kitchen appliance.
The "Detective's Log" Graphic Organizer (see template below)
Whiteboard or large sheet of paper
Markers or pens

Lesson Procedure
I. Mission Briefing: Welcome, Text Detective! (5 minutes - Engagement)

Teacher: "Good morning, Agent Aira Marie! Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to become
a master 'Text Detective.' Every time someone writes something—an ad, an email, a story, or even a
text message—they leave behind hidden clues. These clues reveal why they wrote it, who they wrote it
for, and what they really mean."

Discussion Starter: "Why do you think it's important to be a 'Text Detective' in real life? Where might
this skill be useful?" (Guide the discussion towards understanding ads, following instructions correctly,
knowing who to trust online, etc.)

Teacher: "Exactly! This skill helps you make smart, sound judgments. Today, we'll learn how to spot
the clues and crack the code. Let's get your detective kit ready!"

Il. Detective Training: The Secret Codes (10 minutes - Instruction & Discussion)

Let's go over the three main secret codes you'll need to crack every case. We'll brainstorm them
together on the whiteboard.

1. The MOTIVE (Author's Purpose): This is the 'why'. Most authors have one of four key motives.
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We can remember them with the acronym P.L.1.E.

o To Persuade: The author wants you to believe or do something. (e.g., commercials, opinion
articles)

o To Inform: The author wants to give you facts and information. (e.qg., textbooks, news
reports)

o To Instruct: The author wants to teach you how to do something. (e.g., recipes, manuals)

o To Entertain: The author wants to give you an enjoyable experience. (e.g., stories, poems,
jokes)

2. The TARGET (Audience): This is the 'who'. An author doesn't write for everyone. They use
specific language to reach their target. Let’s look at some key target groups:

o Experts vs. Laypeople: Is this for a doctor who knows all the technical terms (expert), or
for a patient who needs a simple explanation (layperson)?

o Managerial vs. Rank-and-File: Is this for a boss who needs a summary of company
profits (managerial), or for an employee who needs to know the daily safety rules (rank-and-
file)?

o Hypothetical vs. Real: Is this for a general group that might exist (hypothetical, like "all
potential car buyers"), or a very specific, known group (real, like "the Grade 8 students in
this class")?

3. The MEANING (The Real Message): This is what you figure out after looking at the Motive and
the Target. It's the conclusion you draw. For example, the message of a toy ad isn't just "here is a
toy," it's "you will be happier if you convince your parents to buy this toy."

I11. In the Field: Analyzing the Evidence (20 minutes - Application & Analysis)

Teacher: "Great work, detective. Now it's time to go into the field. We have several case files here.
Your job is to analyze the text inside each one and fill out your 'Detective's Log' to crack the case."

Step 1: Guided Practice (Case File #1 - Smartphone Ad)

"Let's crack the first case together. We'll read this ad and fill out the log step-by-step. What words or
phrases jump out at you? (e.g., 'revolutionary,' 'limited time only,"' 'sleek design'). What do those clues
tell us about the author's motive and the target audience?"

Step 2: Independent Investigation (Case File #2 & #3)

"Now it's your turn. Choose two new case files. Read them carefully and use your Detective's Log to
record your findings. I'm here if you need to consult with a fellow agent, but | want to see what you can
uncover on your own first. Pay close attention to the specific words the author chose."

The Detective's Log

Case File #:

Clues | Found: (List specific words, phrases, tone, format, or images that stand out.)

My Analysis:

1. The MOTIVE (Author's Purpose) is to:
O Persuade O Inform O Instruct O Entertain
Because...
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2. The TARGET (Audience) is likely:
O Expert or O Layperson?
0 Managerial or O Rank-and-File?
0 Hypothetical or OO Real?
I think this because...

3. CASE CONCLUSION (The real meaning/message is):
Based on my clues, the author really wants the reader to think, feel, or do...

IV. Going Undercover: Create Your Own Case (15 minutes - Creative Assessment)

Teacher: "You've proven you can crack a case. Now it's time for the ultimate test: creating one. Your
mission is to write a short piece of text—it could be a fake advertisement, a short email to a friend, or
instructions for a simple task."

The Secret Goal: "Before you write, secretly decide on your motive (P.I.1.E.) and your specific target
audience. For example, 'l want to persuade a layperson' or 'l want to instruct a rank-and-file employee.'
Don't tell me what it is!"

The Test: "Once you're done, I'll become the detective. | will read your text and try to deduce your
secret motive and target audience. This will show me if you know how to use words and tone to send a
specific message to a specific group."

V. Case Closed: Mission Debrief (5 minutes - Reflection)
After the "Going Undercover" activity, we'll have a final debrief.
Discussion Questions:

¢ "When you were writing, what specific words did you choose to reach your target audience? How
was it different than if you were writing for someone else?"

¢ "How will you use your Text Detective skills this week? When you read things online or see ads,
what will you be looking for now?"

¢ "Why is making a 'sound judgment' about a text so important in today's world?"

Teacher: "Fantastic work today, Detective Aira Marie. You've successfully learned to look past the
surface of a text to find the true meaning. Your critical thinking skills are incredibly sharp. Case closed!"
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