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Lesson Plan: The Sentence Map Adventure

Materials Needed:

¢ Whiteboard or large sheet of paper

Colored markers (e.qg., blue, green, red, orange, purple)

Index cards or small pieces of paper, pre-written with various words (see preparation note below)
A notebook and pen/pencil for the student

A timer (optional)

A bag or hat to draw words from

Preparation Note: Before the lesson, prepare index cards for the "Sentence Builder Bag." Create
10-15 cards for each category, using different colors if possible:

Blue Cards (Adjective + Subject): The silly cat, The brave knight, A huge robot, The clever fox,
A fluffy cloud

Green Cards (Verb + Adverb): runs quickly, jumps happily, sleeps soundly, eats messily, works
carefully

Red Cards (Preposition): to, under, behind, near, over, through

Orange Cards (Adjective + Object): the big castle, a smelly sock, the shiny treasure, a tall
tree, the bumpy road

1. Learning Objectives

By the end of this 60-minute lesson, the student will be able to:

¢ Identify the core components of a descriptive sentence: Subject, Verb, and Object with modifiers.

¢ Construct at least five grammatically correct and descriptive sentences following the pattern:
(Adjective) Subject + Verb (Adverb) + Preposition + (Adjective) Object.

¢ Creatively apply the sentence structure to write a short, imaginative story of 3-5 sentences.

2. Lesson Activities (60 minutes)

Part 1: The Map Introduction (10 minutes)

1. Hook (Engage): On the whiteboard, write a jumbled sentence like: "quickly the park to ran dog
brown the". Ask the student: "Does this make sense? Why not?" Guide them to understand that
word order is important.

2. Introduce the Map: Explain that good sentences are like a map that answers questions. Write
these questions on the board:

o WHO/WHAT? (The person or thing doing the action)
o DID WHAT? (The action)
o WHERE/HOW? (Extra details about the action)

3. Reveal the Structure: Below the questions, write out the color-coded sentence pattern. Explain
what each part means:

o Adjective + Subject (Describes the "WHO/WHAT")
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o Verb + Adverb (Describes the "DID WHAT" and "HOW")
o Preposition + (Describes "WHERE" or gives more information)
4. Example: Let's fix our jumbled sentence together using the map! "The brown dog ran quickly to
." Ask the student to identify which part answers which question.

Part 2: Guided Practice - Sentence Builder Bag (15 minutes)

1. Activity: Introduce the "Sentence Builder Bag" filled with the pre-written, color-coded word cards.
2. Model: Draw one card from each color group (blue, green, red, orange) and arrange them in the
correct order on the table to build a sentence. For example: "The clever fox jumps happily over

." Read it aloud dramatically.

3. Student's Turn: Have the student draw one card from each group and build their own sentence.
Encourage them to read it aloud. They might create a logical sentence or a very silly one—both
are great for practice!

o Example Silly Sentence: "A huge robot sleeps soundly under a smelly sock."

4. Formative Assessment: As the student builds 2-3 sentences, observe their process. Are they
placing the parts in the correct order? Do they understand what each component does? Ask
clarifying questions like, "Which part is the 'WHO'?" or "How did the robot sleep?"

Part 3: Independent Application - Story Creation (20 minutes)

1. The Challenge: Tell the student they will now become an author. Their challenge is to create a
very short story (3-5 sentences long) about a single character. All of their sentences must follow
the structure we practiced.

2. Brainstorming: Help them choose a main character to start with (e.g., a brave astronaut, a lazy
dragon, a dancing pencil).

3. Creative Writing: The student writes their story in their notebook. They can use words from the
cards for inspiration or invent their own. Encourage creativity and descriptive language. Remind
them to use the color-coding in their mind as a guide.

4. Teacher Role: Be available for support, help with vocabulary, and offer encouragement. Avoid
correcting every mistake during the creative process; focus on the structure.

Part 4: Closure and Sharing (5 minutes)

1. Author's Chair: Invite the student to share their story aloud. Give positive feedback, focusing on
how well they used the sentence structure to create vivid images. For example, "l love how you
said the dragon 'eats messily'—I can picture it perfectly!"

2. Review: Briefly point to the "Sentence Map" on the whiteboard and ask the student to name the
main parts one last time.

3. Differentiation and Inclusivity

¢ For Extra Support (Scaffolding):
o Provide pre-made sentence frames with one or two blank spots for the student to fill in.
(e.g., "The knight happily to the big castle.")
o Work together to co-create the first sentence of their story.
o Allow the student to draw their story first and then write sentences to describe the pictures.
¢ For an Extra Challenge (Extension):
o Challenge the student to add a "WHEN" or "WHY" clause to their sentences (e.g., "...because
it was hungry," or "...yesterday morning.").
o Ask them to write a longer story or create a dialogue between two characters using the
sentence structure.
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o Introduce more complex verbs, adverbs, or prepositions.

4. Assessment Methods

¢ Formative (During the Lesson):
o Observation: Watch the student during the "Sentence Builder Bag" activity to see if they
can correctly assemble the sentence parts.
o Questioning: Ask targeted questions like, "Where does the action word (verb) go?" or "Can
you find a word that describes the subject?" to check for understanding.
e Summative (End of the Lesson):
o Creative Writing Product: The student's short story serves as the primary summative
assessment. Evaluate it based on a simple checklist:
1. Did the student write at least 3 sentences?
2. Do most sentences follow the target structure (Subject-Verb-Object with modifiers)?
3. Is the story understandable and creative?

Rubric-Based Evaluation of this Lesson Plan

Rubric Criterion

Evaluation

1. Learning Objectives

Excellent. The objectives are specific ("identify," "construct," "apply"), measurable ("at least five grammatically cor-
rect sentences," "a short story of 3-5 sentences"), and achievable for an A2/B1 level. They focus on application rather
than rote memorization.

2. Alignment with Stan-
dards

Excellent. The lesson aligns perfectly with A2/B1 (CEFR) descriptors, which emphasize the ability to produce simple,
connected text on familiar topics and describe events using descriptive language (adjectives, adverbs). The structure
builds on basic SVO knowledge by adding modifiers.

3. Instructional Strate-
gies

Excellent. The lesson uses a clear "l do, We do, You do" model. It includes direct instruction (explaining the map),
guided practice (Sentence Builder Bag), and independent application (Story Creation). The strategies are hands-on
(card sorting) and promote active learning.

4. Engagement and Moti-
vation

Excellent. The plan is designed to be fun and engaging. The "Silly Sentence" aspect of the card game provides hu-
mor and reduces the pressure of being "correct." The creative story-writing task ("become an author") gives the stu-
dent choice and a sense of ownership over their work.

5. Differentiation and In-
clusivity

Excellent. The plan includes specific, practical suggestions for both scaffolding (support) and extension (challenge).
This is crucial for a one-on-one homeschool setting, allowing the teacher to easily adjust the difficulty in real-time
based on the student's progress.

6. Assessment Methods

Excellent. Both formative and summative assessments are clearly defined and directly aligned with the learning ob-
jectives. The formative assessment (observation/questioning) is low-stakes and helps guide instruction, while the sum-
mative assessment (story creation) measures the student's ability to apply the concept creatively.

7. Organization and Clar-
ity

Excellent. The lesson is logically sequenced with clear headings, numbered steps, and time estimates for each sec-
tion (Warm-up, Guided Practice, Independent Work, Closure). This makes the plan easy for any teacher to follow and
implement.

8. Creativity and Innova-
tion

Excellent. The lesson reframes a potentially dry grammar topic ("sentence structure") as a creative "Sentence Map
Adventure." The focus is not on just making correct sentences, but on making interesting, funny, and descriptive
ones, which encourages critical thinking and imaginative application of grammar rules.

9. Materials and Re-
source Management

Excellent. The materials are simple, inexpensive, and readily available in a typical homeschool environment (paper,
markers, index cards). The preparation is straightforward. The use of color-coding is a simple but highly effective tech-
nique for making abstract grammar concepts tangible.
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