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Lesson Plan: Meme-ing the Message -
Uncovering Bias in Social Media
Materials Needed:

Computer or tablet with internet access
Access to a free online meme generator (like Imgflip or Canva)
A notebook and pen, or a digital document for notes
Worksheet: "Bias Detective Guide" (details provided in the lesson)

1. Learning Objectives (Approx. 5 Minutes)
This lesson is designed to be a fun, hands-on way to practice critical thinking. By the end of this
session, you will be able to:

Define what media bias is and identify at least two different types (like omission or spin).
Analyze social media posts or memes to figure out the creator's point of view and any hidden
biases.
Create two of your own original memes to show how the same topic can be presented from
completely different, biased perspectives.

Alignment with Curriculum Standards:

This lesson directly supports skills in media literacy and reading informational text, similar to
Common Core ELA standards (e.g., analyzing an author's purpose and evaluating arguments in a
text).

2. The Hook: What Makes a Meme Work? (Approx. 10
Minutes)
Let's start by looking at a few popular, funny memes. (Teacher: Pull up 2-3 current, school-
appropriate memes that are widely recognized).

Discussion Questions:

Why is this funny or relatable?
What message does it send in just a few seconds?
How do the image and the text work together?

Transition: Memes are powerful because they share a complex idea very quickly. But that speed
can also be used to persuade people without them even realizing it. Today, we're going to become
"Bias Detectives" to see how this works.

3. Mini-Lesson: Your Bias Detective Toolkit (Approx. 15
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Minutes)
Let's define our main detective terms. We'll jot these down in our notebook or on the "Bias Detective
Guide" worksheet.

Bias Detective Guide (Worksheet Section 1):

Perspective: A person's unique way of seeing things. It's not right or wrong, it's just their
viewpoint. (Example: A cat's perspective on a vacuum cleaner is very different from a
human's!)
Bias: Presenting a topic in an unfair or unbalanced way, often by favoring one side. It’s
perspective with an agenda.
Common Types of Bias:

Spin: Using specific, emotionally charged words to make you feel a certain way. (Calling
a plan "brilliant" vs. "risky.")
Omission: Leaving out important facts that would change your understanding of the
story. (Complaining about a bad grade but not mentioning you didn't study.)
Unbalanced Reporting: Presenting one side of an argument as much more important
or credible than the other. (Interviewing three people who love a new rule but only one
who hates it.)

Guided Practice: Analyzing a "Text"

Let's look at this example together. (Teacher: Pull up a pre-selected meme or social media post
about a simple, debatable topic like "Pineapple on Pizza" or "Are hot dogs a sandwich?").

We will use our "Bias Detective Guide" (Worksheet Section 2) to analyze it:

What is the main message? (e.g., Pineapple on pizza is delicious.)1.
Who do you think created this? (e.g., Someone who loves pineapple on pizza.)2.
What "spin" words are used? (e.g., Words like "perfect," "amazing," "disgusting," "wrong.")3.
What information is being left out (omission)? (e.g., It doesn't mention that many people4.
dislike it, or why.)
Is this biased? How do you know? (e.g., Yes, it only shows one side in a very positive light.)5.

4. Main Activity: The Meme Creator Challenge (Approx. 25
Minutes)
This is where you take control! Your mission is to show that you understand bias by creating it
yourself.

Your Task:

Choose a Topic: Pick a simple, real-world school or teen issue.1.
Ideas: School uniforms, year-round school, limits on screen time, homework on
weekends, plastic straw bans.

Go to a Meme Generator: Open a free meme generator website.2.
Create Meme #1 (The "Pro" Meme): Create a meme that is strongly FOR your chosen topic.3.
Use "spin" and other bias techniques to make your side look great.
Create Meme #2 (The "Con" Meme): Using the SAME topic, create a second meme that is4.
strongly AGAINST it. Use different bias techniques to make this side look like the only correct
choice.
Save Your Creations: Save your two memes to the computer.5.
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Differentiation:

Need Support? I can provide a "word bank" of strong emotional words (e.g., "fair," "sensible,"
"ridiculous," "unfair") to help with creating spin.
Ready for a Challenge? Find a real meme online about your topic and analyze its bias. Then,
create a third, "neutral" meme that presents only the facts with no spin.

5. Assessment and Reflection: The Meme Showcase
(Approx. 5-10 Minutes)
It's time to share your work! Present your two memes side-by-side.

For each meme, explain:

What was the message you were trying to send?1.
What specific bias techniques did you use to persuade your audience? (e.g., "In this one, I used2.
the word 'freedom' to create an emotional reaction, which is spin.")
Who do you think would be most likely to share this meme? Why?3.

Concluding Discussion:

Was it easy or hard to present the side you don't agree with?
How will what we learned today change how you look at social media posts in the future?

Assessment is based on: Your ability to creatively apply the concepts of bias and perspective in
your two memes and your clear explanation of the techniques you used during the showcase. It's not
about artistic talent, but about showing you understand the concepts!


