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Decoding the News: A Journalist's Toolkit
Subject: English
Grade Level: 8
Topic: Examining Journalistic Text Structures
Curriculum Standard: EN8INF-III-1: Examine text structures for clarity of meaning and purpose.

Materials Needed
A notebook or journal (to be used as a "Reporter's Notebook")
Access to the internet (for online news sites) OR a collection of physical newspapers and
magazines
Scissors and glue stick (if using physical copies)
Colored pens, markers, or highlighters
A positive and curious attitude!

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, you, Aira Marie, will be able to:

(Cognitive) Analyze journalistic texts to differentiate between news, feature, and opinion-1.
editorial structures, and explain the author’s purpose for each.
(Psychomotor) Create a "Reporter's Scrapbook" by gathering, cutting, and annotating examples2.
of different journalistic articles to visually categorize them by structure.
(Affective) Appreciate the importance of journalistic purpose by evaluating the clarity and3.
intent of various articles and forming your own evidence-based opinion on a topic you care about.

Lesson Proper

Part 1: Explore (15 minutes) - The Three-Sentence Challenge!

Hello, Aira Marie! Today, we're going to become media detectives. Let's start with a quick warm-up.
Read these three short snippets about the same event: the launch of a new smartphone.

Snippet A: "Tech giant Innovate Corp. released its new 'Photon X' smartphone today at 9:00 AM.
The device features a 6.7-inch display, a triple-lens camera system, and is priced at $999."

Snippet B: "For years, I've waited for a phone that truly understands the user. The new 'Photon X'
is a stunning disappointment. Its over-hyped camera fails to deliver, and its price is an insult to
loyal customers. Innovate Corp. must do better."

Snippet C: "The story of the 'Photon X' didn't begin in a lab, but in the hands of a young designer
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named Elena. She dreamed of a phone that felt like holding a piece of the future. From early
sketches to the final gleam of its polished case, her journey was one of passion and persistence."

Your Detective Task:

In your Reporter's Notebook, answer these questions:

Which snippet just gives you the basic facts?
Which snippet tries to persuade you to feel a certain way (positive or negative)?
Which snippet tells a more personal, engaging story?
What do you think the goal of each writer was?

Don't worry about getting it "right"—this is just to get our detective brains working. You've just explored
the three main structures we'll be studying today!

Part 2: Firm-Up (20 minutes) - Building Your Journalist's Toolkit

Great work, detective! Those snippets you just analyzed are perfect examples of different journalistic
texts. Let's give them official names and understand their "blueprints" or structures.

Let's break down the three main types. We'll create a cheat sheet in your notebook.

The Journalist's Toolkit Cheat Sheet:

The News Report (The "What Happened")1.
Purpose: To inform quickly and objectively.
Structure: The "Inverted Pyramid." The most important facts (Who, What, Where, When,
Why) go right at the top. The details follow, from most to least important.
Clues: Neutral language, focus on facts, short paragraphs. (Like Snippet A!)

The Opinion-Editorial (The "What I Think")2.
Purpose: To persuade the reader to agree with a specific viewpoint.
Structure: A clear argument. It starts with a strong claim or opinion (the "thesis"), provides
evidence and reasoning to support it, and often ends with a call to action.
Clues: Persuasive words ("should," "must," "best," "worst"), "I" statements, emotional
language. (Like Snippet B!)

The Feature Article (The "Here's the Story Behind It")3.
Purpose: To entertain, explore a topic in-depth, and connect with the reader on a human
level.
Structure: More like a story. It might start with an interesting anecdote or quote (a "hook"),
use descriptive language, and follow a narrative. It doesn't rush to give all the facts at once.
Clues: Storytelling, quotes from people, vivid descriptions, focus on a person or idea. (Like
Snippet C!)

Let's Practice Together: Find a sports section online or in a newspaper. Let's look for an article about
a recent game. Does it start with the final score (News)? Or does it start by trying to convince you who
the best player is (Opinion)? Or does it tell the life story of the star player (Feature)? Let's highlight the
clues together!
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Part 3: Deepen (30-40 minutes) - Reporter's Scrapbook Scavenger Hunt

Now it's your turn to put your toolkit to use! Your mission is to go on a scavenger hunt and create the
first pages of your "Reporter's Scrapbook."

Your Scavenger Hunt List:

Find, cut out (or print/screenshot), and paste one real-life example of each of the following into your
scrapbook:

An opinion-editorial on any topic.1.
A sports news article (reporting the results of a game).2.
A sports feature article (e.g., a profile of an athlete).3.
A science/tech news article (e.g., announcing a new discovery or product).4.
A science/tech feature article (e.g., explaining how a certain technology works in a story-like5.
way).

Your Annotation Task:

For each article you add to your scrapbook, use your colored pens to annotate it. Next to each article,
you must write:

Article Type: (e.g., "Sports News Report")
Author's Purpose: (e.g., "To quickly inform readers about the winner of the championship
game.")
Evidence from the Text: (e.g., "The first sentence states the final score. It uses factual
language and includes quotes from both coaches.")

This is where your psychomotor objective comes to life! Have fun organizing your scrapbook and
making it visually clear and creative.

Part 4: Transfer (30 minutes) - You're the Editor!

You've analyzed like a detective and collected articles like a reporter. Now, you get to be the writer and
editor! This is your chance to show what you've learned and express your own voice.

Your Final Assignment:

Step 1: Choose Your Passion. Pick a topic you genuinely care about. It could be:

Your favorite video game or book series.
A scientific discovery you find fascinating.
A local community issue or a school club.
Your favorite sports team.

Step 2: Write from Two Different Angles. On your chosen topic, you will write two short pieces (just
1-2 paragraphs each) in your notebook.

Piece #1: The News Report. Write a short, objective news brief about your topic. Stick to the
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facts (the 5 Ws: Who, What, Where, When, Why). Use the inverted pyramid structure—put the
most important information first!
Piece #2: The Opinion-Editorial. Write a short, persuasive op-ed about your topic. Start with
your strong opinion, give a reason or two to support it, and convince your reader to see things
your way.

Step 3: Reflect and Appreciate. After you finish writing, answer these questions in your notebook.
This is where you reflect on the *value* of understanding these structures.

How did your choice of words change between the news report and the op-ed?
Which one was more challenging to write? Why?
Now that you know these structures, how will this change the way you read news online or in
magazines? How can this help you become a smarter, more critical reader?

Teacher's Note for Differentiation

Hi Aira Marie, here are some ways we can adjust this lesson just for you!

To simplify: For the Scavenger Hunt, you can focus on finding just three types of articles (e.g.,
one news, one feature, one opinion) instead of five.
To extend the challenge: In the Transfer activity, add a third writing piece: a Feature Article
about your topic. Or, for your scrapbook, analyze how headlines and photos are used differently
for each type of article to grab the reader's attention.


