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Lesson Plan: The Architecture of an
Argument - Deconstructing Opinion
Editorials

Materials Needed:

¢ Notebook or word processor

¢ Pens or highlighters in at least four different colors (e.q., pink, yellow, green, blue)

¢ A timer (like on a phone or watch)

¢ Printed or digital copies of two short, age-appropriate opinion editorials. (Example texts will be
provided below if needed).

e "Argument Architect" Graphic Organizer (A simple chart with four boxes: "The Hook & Claim,"
"Evidence/Reasons," "The Counter-Argument," and "The Call to Action").

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, you (Aira Marie) will be able to:

1. (Cognitive) Identify the essential structural elements of an opinion editorial: the claim,
supporting evidence, and call to action.

2. (Psychomotor) Construct a clear and logical outline for an original opinion editorial on a topic
of your choice within 20 minutes.

3. (Affective) Appreciate the power of a well-structured argument in making a personal opinion
clear, persuasive, and impactful.

Lesson Proper

Phase 1: EXPLORE (5-7 minutes) - Opinion Hot Takes!
Goal: To warm up our "opinion muscles" and see that we naturally use arguments in everyday life.

Activity: Let's do a quick "This or That?" game. I'll give you two options, and you pick one and give
me just ONE strong reason why you chose it. There are no wrong answers!

e Round 1: Books or Movies? Why?
¢ Round 2: Long summer break or several shorter breaks throughout the year? Why?
¢ Round 3: Should all students be required to learn coding? Why?

Teacher's Note: Great job! See how you automatically provided a reason to support your choice?
You were already building a mini-argument. An opinion editorial is just a more organized and
detailed way of doing exactly that for a wider audience.

Phase 2: FIRM-UP (15-20 minutes) - Becoming an Argument Architect
Goal: To learn the blueprint of a strong opinion editorial.

Activity: Let's read our first sample opinion editorial together. As we read, we're going to be
"Argument Architects" and color-code the different parts of its structure.

Grab your highlighters!

1. Read Aloud: We'll read through the first sample text once just to understand its topic. Let's
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use an article titled "Why Every Student Needs a Class Pet."
2. Deconstruct and Color-Code: Now, let's read it again, but this time, we'll hunt for the key
parts and highlight them.

o The Claim (The Main Argument): This is the author's core belief or stance. It's usually
found near the beginning. Let's highlight this in PINK. (e.g., "Having a class pet is an
essential tool for teaching students responsibility and empathy.")

o These are the facts, examples, or expert opinions
the author uses to support the claim. There are usually 2-3 of these. Let's highlight all of
them in YELLOW. (e.g., "A 2022 study showed...", "For instance, in our own class,
students learned to...", "Dr. Smith, a child psychologist, states...")

o The Counter-Argument (The "But What About...?"): A strong writer acknowledges
the other side's point of view and explains why their own argument is still better. Let's
highlight this in GREEN. (e.g., "Some might argue that class pets are a distraction, but
the structured routine of caring for one actually improves focus.")

o The Call to Action (The "So What Now?"): This is how the author ends the piece.
They tell the reader what they should do or think next. Let's highlight this in BLUE. (e.qg.,
"It's time for our school board to allocate funds to bring these furry teachers into every
classroom.")

3. Discussion: Look at the highlighted text. How does seeing the structure laid out like this make
the author's point clearer? Does it feel more convincing?

Phase 3: DEEPEN (20-30 minutes) - Your Turn to Build!

Goal: To apply your new understanding by analyzing a text independently and then creating your
own argument outline.

Activity Part A - Solo Analysis (5-10 minutes):

Now it's your turn to be the lead architect. Take the second sample opinion editorial (e.g., "The Case
for a Four-Day School Week") and the blank "Argument Architect" graphic organizer. Read the text
and fill in the boxes with the author's claim, evidence, counter-argument, and call to action. You
don't have to write full sentences, just the main ideas for each part.

Activity Part B - Timed Outline Challenge (20 minutes):

This is where our psychomotor objective comes in! You are now the expert. You're going to write an
opinion editorial. Well, not the whole thing, just the most important part: the blueprint!

1. Choose Your Topic: Pick a topic you genuinely care about. It could be from our warm-up
(books vs. movies, coding) or something new (e.g., the importance of video games for
creativity, why your city needs more bike lanes, a review of your favorite album).

2. Set the Timer: We'll set a timer for 20 minutes.

3. Create Your Outline: Using a notebook or a blank document, create an outline for your
opinion piece. It must include these four parts we've learned about:

o Your Claim: A single, powerful sentence stating your main point.

o Your Evidence: At |least three bullet points. What are your reasons? What examples will
you use to back them up?

o The Counter-Argument: What would someone who disagrees with you say? And how
will you respond to it?

o Your Call to Action: What do you want your reader to do or think after reading your
piece?

Teacher's Note: Don't worry about perfect sentences! The goal is to get your ideas down in a clear,
logical structure. Focus on the architecture, not the interior design just yet. Go!
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Phase 4: TRANSFER (5-10 minutes) - The Power of Persuasion

Goal: To reflect on the real-world importance of structured arguments and connect it to personal
values.

Activity: Let's look at the outline you just created. Fantastic work!

Now, let's take a moment to reflect in your notebook. Write a short paragraph answering these
questions:

¢ How did creating an outline *before* writing help organize your thoughts?

¢ Think about a time you tried to convince someone of something. Do you think using a structure
like this (claim, evidence, call to action) would have made your argument stronger? Why or
why not?

e Why is it important for people in a community (like a school, a city, or a country) to be able to
share their opinions in a clear and structured way?

Closing Thought: Today, you didn't just learn about a type of writing; you learned how to make
your own voice clearer, stronger, and more persuasive. That is a powerful skill that you can use for
the rest of your life, whether you're writing an email to a city council member, debating with a friend,
or creating the next great video essay for YouTube. Well done!

November 1, 2025 - Page 3 of 3



