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Lesson Plan: Unlocking Opinions - The
Superpower of Editorials
Subject: English 8

Topic: Examining the Structure of Opinion Editorials

Student: Aira Marie

Time Allotment: 60-75 minutes

Materials Needed:

Notebook or paper
Pen or colored pencils/markers
A timer (phone or watch)
Internet access to view sample opinion editorials (links provided)
Optional: Whiteboard or large poster paper for the 'Opinion Map'

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

(Cognitive) Identify the key components of an opinion editorial (claim, evidence, call to1.
action) and explain how its structure makes an argument persuasive.
(Psychomotor) Construct a visual "opinion map" of an editorial within 30 minutes, physically2.
organizing its parts to show the flow of the argument.
(Affective) Appreciate the role of opinion editorials in shaping public discussion by articulating3.
a personal, respectful stance on a chosen community issue.

Lesson Procedure

Part 1: EXPLORE (10 minutes)

Activity 1: Picto-Analysis - What's Your Take?

Instructions:

Look at the description of these two images. Imagine you are seeing them side-by-side.

Image A: A city park overflowing with litter. Trash cans are full, and plastic bottles and bags
are scattered on the grass.
Image B: The same city park, but it is clean and green. People are enjoying picnics, and
children are playing happily.

Now, think about these questions and jot down your answers:

What is the main problem shown in Image A?1.
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Who do you think is responsible for the problem? Who is responsible for the solution in Image2.
B?
If you had to convince someone in your community to help keep the park clean, what would be3.
the most important thing you would tell them?

Teacher's Note: This activity helps you warm up your "opinion muscles." You just formed an
opinion and thought about how to persuade someone. Journalistic texts called opinion editorials do
this professionally!

Part 2: FIRM-UP (15-20 minutes)

The Super Structure of an Opinion Editorial

An opinion editorial, or "op-ed," is a special article where a writer shares their strong opinion to
persuade readers. It's not just a rant; it has a smart structure to make it powerful. Let's break it
down!

The 5 Key Parts:

1. The Hook: A surprising fact, a personal story, or a powerful question to grab the reader's
attention right away.
2. The Big Idea (The Claim): A clear, one-sentence statement of what the author believes.
This is the core of their argument. (e.g., "Our city needs to install more water fountains to
reduce plastic bottle waste.")
3. The Proof (The Evidence): The reasons WHY the author believes their claim. This can
include facts, statistics, quotes from experts, or real-life examples.
4. The Counter-Punch (Addressing the other side): The author cleverly mentions a
possible argument *against* their idea and then explains why it's wrong. This shows they've
thought about all sides.
5. The Final Word (The Call to Action): The conclusion. The author tells the reader what
they should think, do, or believe now. (e.g., "Contact your city council member and demand
action.")

Let's Practice Together: We will read a short, simple opinion editorial together. As we read, we'll
identify and label each of the five parts. (Example article: "Why School Should Start Later" from a
student news site).

Part 3: DEEPEN (20-30 minutes)

Activity 2: Opinion Mapping Mission!

Now it's your turn to be the detective! Your mission is to analyze an opinion editorial and map out its
structure. This activity directly links to your psychomotor objective.

Instructions:

Choose one of the following short op-eds (or find another approved one):1.
An article about the benefits of community gardens.
An article arguing for or against video games.

Set a timer for 30 minutes.2.
Read the article carefully.3.
On a large piece of paper or a whiteboard, create an "Opinion Map." Draw boxes, bubbles, or4.
any shape you like for each of the 5 key parts (Hook, Claim, Proof, Counter-Punch, Call to
Action).
Inside each box, write a short summary of that part from the article. Use arrows to connect the5.
boxes and show how the author's argument flows from one point to the next.
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Feel free to use colors and drawings to make your map clear and engaging!6.

Goal: At the end of 30 minutes, you should have a complete visual guide to the article's persuasive
structure.

Part 4: TRANSFER (15 minutes)

Activity 3: Your Community Voice

You've seen how others share their opinions. Now, let's shape yours! This activity connects to your
affective objective by showing you the power of having a structured opinion.

Instructions:

Choose a Topic You Care About. It can be about your homeschool community, your1.
neighborhood, or a hobby you love.

Examples: "Why our neighborhood needs a Little Free Library," "The importance of
learning a musical instrument," or "Why kids should have a say in their own learning
schedule."

Outline Your Own Op-Ed. You don't have to write the whole thing! Just create a bullet-point2.
outline using the 5-part structure we learned.

My Hook: (What surprising question or story will you start with?)
My Big Idea (Claim): (What is the one thing you want to convince people of?)
My Proof: (List 2-3 pieces of evidence you would use to support your claim.)
My Counter-Punch: (What might someone argue against you, and how would you
respond?)
My Final Word (Call to Action): (What do you want your reader to do?)

Share Your Idea: Verbally present your outline. Explain your idea and why you feel it's3.
important. This shows you appreciate how a clear structure can make your own voice more
powerful.


