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Lesson Plan: Romeo and Juliet - Beyond the
Balcony Scene

Subject: English Language Arts
Student: Madison, 15
Time Allotment: Approximately 5-6 hours, divisible into 1-2 hour sessions.

Lesson Goal: To move beyond the surface-level plot of Romeo and Juliet and explore character
motivation, theme, and language through creative application and modern interpretation. This lesson
values analysis and creativity over memorization.

Materials Needed

¢ A copy of Romeo and Juliet (A "No Fear Shakespeare" version, which shows modern English
alongside the original text, is highly recommended.)

Access to the internet for research and creative tools (like Canva, Pixton, or a simple audio/video
editor).

A notebook or digital document for brainstorming and writing.

Your choice of creative supplies: art materials (paper, colored pencils, markers), a smartphone for
recording, or a computer.

Access to at least one film version of Romeo and Juliet (e.qg., Zeffirelli's 1968 version or
Luhrmann's 1996 version).

Lesson Activities

Part 1: The Spark - First Impressions (Approx. 45 minutes)

Let's start with what you already know and love! The goal here is to connect your interest in the movie
to the original play.

1. Movie vs. Text Discussion: Grab your notebook. Let's think about the movie you watched.
o What was your favorite scene? Why?
o Which character interested you the most? Were they a hero, a villain, or somewhere in
between?
o The movie director made specific choices about costumes, music, and setting. How did
those choices make you feel?

2. First Read: Read Act 1, Scene 5 out loud. This is the party scene where Romeo and Juliet first
meet. Read the modern translation first to understand it, then read Shakespeare's original to hear
the poetry.

o Discussion Question: How is this scene different from the movie? Did the movie capture
the "love at first sight" feeling well? Is it believable?
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Part 2: Character Autopsy - A Deep Dive into Motivation (Approx. 90 minutes)

Good stories are about more than plot; they're about why people do what they do. Let's dig into the
mind of a character. For this activity, choose a character OTHER than Romeo or Juliet. Think about
Tybalt, Mercutio, the Nurse, Friar Laurence, or even Lord Capulet.

Your Task: Create a "Character Case File."

This can be a digital slide presentation, a poster, or a few pages in your notebook. Your goal is to figure
out what makes this person tick.

¢ Profile: What is their primary goal in the play? (e.g., Tybalt wants to defend his family's honor).

¢ Defining Moment: Find one key scene that shows us who they truly are. Write down 2-3
important quotes from them in that scene.

¢ Relationships: Create a "relationship web." Who are their allies? Who are their enemies? How do
they feel about Romeo and Juliet?

e Modern Comparison: If this character were alive today, who would they be? A competitive
athlete? A fiercely loyal best friend? A stressed-out parent? A school counselor with questionable
ideas? Explain your choice.

Part 3: The Language is the Fun Part - The Insult Generator (Approx. 45
minutes)

Shakespeare's language can feel intimidating, but it's also playful and powerful. Let's have some fun
with it.

1. Read for Fun: Skim Act 1, Scene 1, where the servants from the two houses start a fight by
"biting their thumbs" and trading insults. Notice the rhythm and the creative word combinations.

2. The Insult Formula: Shakespearean insults often follow a pattern. Let's make our own. Combine
words from the columns below to create your own hilarious, high-brow insults.

3. The Challenge: Write a short, modern dialogue (4-6 lines) between two feuding characters (e.g.,
two gamers in a lobby, rival fans at a sports game) but have them use your newly created
Shakespearean insults. This teaches you about tone and diction in a really fun way.

Column 1 (Adjective)

Column 2 (Adjective)

Column 3 (Noun)

Artless Beef-witted Clotpole
Spleeny Dizzy-eyed Coxcomb
Loggerheaded Knotty-pated Harpy
Puking Fat-kidneyed Malt-worm
Mewling Boil-brained Scut

Example: "Thou art a loggerheaded, fat-kidneyed clotpole!"

Part 4: The Director's Chair - Your Creative Finale (Approx. 2-3 hours)

This is your chance to show your understanding of the play in a completely creative way. Choose ONE
of the following projects. The goal is to reimagine a piece of the story through a modern lens.

e Option A: The Podcast Episode

Create a 3-5 minute audio recording of a "True Crime" style podcast called Verona Confidential.
Your episode title: "Love Story or Crime Scene?" Investigate the deaths of Romeo and Juliet. Who
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is really to blame? Briefly "interview" at least two characters (you can voice them yourself) to get
their side of the story. Focus on building suspense and presenting a clear argument.

¢ Option B: The Text Message Story

Re-tell a key scene (or the entire story!) through a series of text message conversations. What
would the famous balcony scene look like as a late-night text exchange? How would Mercutio's
death be explained in a group chat? Use an online fake text generator or just formatitin a

document. Include emojis, memes, and character-specific "texting styles" to show personality.

¢ Option C: The Movie Poster Redesign

Design a new movie poster for Romeo and Juliet. Your poster must communicate a specific
theme—not just romance. Is your movie about violent street rivalries? The pressure of family
expectations? The tragic consequences of secrets? Write a 1-paragraph "director's note" at the
bottom explaining your creative choices (colors, images, tagline, etc.) and what theme you chose
to highlight.

Part 5: The Final Scene - Reflection (Approx. 15 minutes)
After you've completed your project, let's reflect on the journey.

¢ Present your project! Talk about why you chose it and what you enjoyed about making it.

¢ Has your opinion of the story changed since just watching the movie?

e Let's answer the big question: In your opinion, is Romeo and Juliet primarily a story about fate and
destiny, oris it a story about a series of bad choices made by teenagers? Be ready to defend your
answer!
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