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Vocabulary Power-Up: Mastering Word Tiers
to Elevate Your ldeas

Materials Needed

e Whiteboard, chart paper, or a digital equivalent (e.g., Google Docs, Jamboard)

e Markers or pens

¢ Index cards or small slips of paper (approx. 15-20)

¢ A short, simple text (e.g., a fable like "The Tortoise and the Hare," a short news article, or a basic
set of instructions)

¢ A timer (optional)

e Handout/Template: A "Word Tier Sorting Mat" - a sheet of paper (or a section on the
whiteboard) divided into three columns labeled: Tier 1 (Everyday Words), Tier 2 (Bridge Words),
and Tier 3 (Expert Words).

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

¢ Define and differentiate between Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 3 vocabulary.

¢ Categorize various words into the correct vocabulary tier.

¢ Replace common Tier 1 words with more precise and powerful Tier 2 words to enhance writing.

e Compose a paragraph that uses Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary to elaborate on and extend an idea.

Lesson Plan

l. Introduction (10 minutes)
Hook: The Power of a Single Word
Present the learner(s) with two simple sentences:

¢ Sentence A: The man walked down the street.
¢ Sentence B: The exhausted gentleman trudged down the cobblestone lane.

Ask a guiding question: "Which sentence creates a clearer picture in your mind? What words in
Sentence B make it more interesting and specific? How does changing 'walked' to 'trudged' change our
understanding of the man?"

Explain that today's lesson is about becoming a "word architect"—Ilearning how to choose the right
words to build stronger, more interesting ideas. We'll do this by exploring three different "tiers" or levels
of words.

State the Objectives

"Today, we're going to learn how to spot these different types of words. By the end of our time, you'll be
able to sort words into their correct 'tier' and use more powerful words to make your own ideas much
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more descriptive and persuasive."
Il. Body: Content & Practice (30 minutes)
Part 1: The Three Tiers Explained (I Do - 10 minutes)

Using a whiteboard or chart paper, introduce the three tiers of vocabulary with clear definitions and
examples.

e Tier 1: Everyday Words (Playground & Home Words)

Description: These are the basic, high-frequency words we use in everyday conversation. Most
people know them without needing to be taught directly.
Examples: happy, sad, walk, run, big, small, house, food, see, go.

¢ Tier 2: Bridge Words (School & Book Words)

Description: These are more advanced words that appear across many different subjects and in
books. They are the "bridges" that connect everyday language to more academic or professional
language. Learning these words gives your communication the most power!

Examples: fortunate, melancholy, saunter, analyze, immense, minuscule, dwelling, cuisine,
observe, proceed.

¢ Tier 3: Expert Words (Hobby & Job Words)

Description: These are low-frequency, highly specific words tied to a particular subject, hobby, or
profession. You learn them when you become an expert in something.

Examples: photosynthesis (science), integer (math), onomatopoeia (language arts), algorithm
(computer science), liability (business).

Modeling: Think aloud as you sort a few words. "Let's take the word 'brave.' I've heard it a lot, but it's a
bit more descriptive than just 'not scared.' It's used in stories and history books. | think it's a great Tier 2
word. Now, the word 'car.' Everyone knows that word. That's definitely Tier 1. How about 'osmosis?' |
only hear that in science class. That’s a clear Tier 3 word."

Part 2: Word Sorting Challenge (We Do - 10 minutes)

Activity: Provide the learner(s) with a short text. Together, read the text and pull out 10-15 different
words, writing each one on an index card or slip of paper.

Instructions: "Now, let's work together. We'll take each word card and decide which tier it belongs in.
We'll place it in the correct column on our Sorting Mat and explain our reasoning. For example, why do
you think the word 'journey' is a Tier 2 word, not Tier 1?"

Facilitate a discussion for each word, guiding the learner(s) to the correct categorization and reinforcing
the definitions of the tiers.

Part 3: Sentence Upgrading (You Do - 10 minutes)

Activity: The learner will now apply their knowledge independently. Provide the following paragraph
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filled with Tier 1 words.

The student went to the library. He had to do a project. He thought the project was hard. He
found a good book to help him. In the end, he felt happy about his work.

Instructions: "Your mission is to be a 'word architect.' Rewrite this paragraph to make it more powerful
and descriptive. Your goal is to replace at least five of the Tier 1 words (like went, good, hard, happy)
with more precise Tier 2 or even Tier 3 words."

Success Criteria: A successful rewritten paragraph will:

e Replace a minimum of five Tier 1 words.

¢ Use the new Tier 2 or Tier 3 words correctly in context.

¢ Create a more vivid and elaborate mental image for the reader.
¢ Maintain the original meaning of the paragraph.

Differentiation and Adaptability

¢ For Scaffolding: Provide a word bank of Tier 2 words that could fit into the paragraph (e.g.,
proceeded, challenging, researched, located, exceptional, satisfied, arduous).

¢ For Extension: Challenge the learner to write their own original paragraph about a topic of their
choice, requiring them to include at least three Tier 2 words and one Tier 3 "expert" word related
to that topic.

¢ For Training Contexts: Use a bland business email as the source text and challenge participants
to "upgrade" it to be more persuasive and professional.

Il1l. Conclusion (5-10 minutes)
Share and Reflect
Ask the learner(s) to share their rewritten paragraph. Discuss the word choices they made.

¢ "Which words did you change? Why did you pick that specific new word?"
e "How did your word choice change the tone or meaning of the sentence?"
¢ "Which part of your new paragraph are you most proud of?"

Recap Key Takeaways
Quickly review the core concepts with questions:

¢ "In your own words, what is the difference between a Tier 1 and a Tier 2 word?"
e "Why are Tier 2 'bridge words' so important for communicating our ideas effectively?"
¢ "Where would you go to learn new Tier 3 words for a hobby you enjoy?"

Final Thought: "Excellent work today! You've learned that choosing words deliberately is a skill. By
using strong Tier 2 words, you can turn a simple idea into a powerful one. Keep your eyes open for
these words when you read, and don't be afraid to try them out in your own speaking and writing."
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Assessment

¢ Formative Assessment: Observe the learner's participation and reasoning during the "We Do"
word sorting activity. Listen to their contributions and justifications.

¢ Summative Assessment: The rewritten "Sentence Upgrading" paragraph serves as the primary
assessment. Evaluate it against the provided success criteria to determine if the learner has met

the lesson objectives.
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