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Lesson Plan: Hook, Line, and Sinker!
Mastering the Intro Paragraph
Subject: Writing

Topic: Crafting Effective Introductory Paragraphs

Target Learner: Vienna, age 11 (Adaptable for ages 10-14)

Estimated Time: 45-60 minutes

Materials Needed

Notebook, paper, or a word processing document
Pen, pencil, or keyboard
Highlighters or colored pens (optional)
"Introduction Funnel" worksheet or a blank piece of paper to draw it
A few examples of short articles or story beginnings (from a magazine, book, or online)

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

Identify the three essential parts of an introductory paragraph: the Hook, Background Information,1.
and the Thesis/Main Point.
Analyze different types of hooks to see how they grab a reader's attention.2.
Write a complete introductory paragraph for a given topic that includes all three essential parts.3.

Lesson Procedure

I. Introduction: The First Impression (5-7 minutes)

Hook Activity: Which one makes you want to read more?

Educator says: "Vienna, imagine you're picking a new book. I'm going to read you two different
beginnings for the same story. Tell me which one makes you want to keep reading, and why."

Beginning #1: "This essay is about why dogs are good pets. Dogs are friendly. They can also be
trained. That is why they are good."
Beginning #2: "Have you ever felt a cold, wet nose nudge your hand on a tough day? Millions of
people have, and they know the secret: dogs aren't just pets, they are furry, four-legged family
members. Because of their loyalty, playfulness, and ability to sense our feelings, dogs are truly
the best companions a person can have."
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Discussion Questions:

"Which one was more exciting? Why?"
"What did the second beginning do that the first one didn't?"
"That's the power of a great introduction! It's like a movie trailer—it has to grab the audience and
make them want to see the whole film. Today, we're going to learn the secret recipe for writing
awesome introductions that make people excited to read your work."

II. Body: The Secret Recipe (25-30 minutes)

Part A: I Do - Breaking Down the "Intro Funnel" (10 minutes)

Educator says: "A great introduction works like a funnel or an upside-down triangle. It starts broad to
catch everyone's attention and then narrows down to your specific main point."

(Draw a large funnel/upside-down triangle or use the worksheet.)

The Hook (The Wide Top of the Funnel): "This is your first sentence. Its only job is to GRAB1.
the reader! You can do this with:

A Surprising Fact: Did you know that the T-Rex lived closer in time to humans than to the
Stegosaurus?
An Interesting Question: What if you could design your very own video game world?
A Vivid Description: The tiny spaceship rattled violently as it plunged through the planet’s
orange atmosphere.

Background Info (The Middle of the Funnel): "After the hook, you need 1-3 sentences that2.
connect the hook to your topic. You give a little bit of information to help the reader understand
what you're talking about. You're guiding them down the funnel."

Thesis / Main Point (The Narrow Bottom of the Funnel): "This is the last sentence of your3.
intro. It is the MOST important sentence. It clearly tells the reader exactly what your whole piece
of writing will be about. It's your promise to the reader."

Let's look at our dog example again and label the parts:

(Use highlighters or colored pens if available.)

"Have you ever felt a cold, wet nose nudge your hand on a tough day? (That's the Hook - a question!)
Millions of people have, and they know the secret: dogs aren't just pets, they are furry, four-legged
family members. (That's the Background Info - it connects the feeling to the topic of dogs.) Because of
their loyalty, playfulness, and ability to sense our feelings, dogs are truly the best companions a person
can have. (That's the Thesis - it tells us exactly what the rest of the essay will prove.)"

Part B: We Do - Let's Build One Together (10 minutes)

Educator says: "Okay, now let's try building one together. Our topic will be: The importance of
learning to code."

Brainstorm a Hook: "How can we grab the reader's attention about coding? Should we use a1.
surprising fact, a question, or a description?" (Guide the brainstorming. Example ideas: "What do



Master the Introductory Paragraph: A Lesson Plan on Hooks & Thesis Statements / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

November 6, 2025 - Page 3 of 4

your favorite video game and your parents' smartphone have in common?" or "Believe it or not,
the device you're using right now runs on a secret language.")
Add Background Info: "Great hook! Now, how can we connect that to learning how to code?2.
Let's add a sentence or two." (Example: "This secret language is called code, and it's the building
block of almost all modern technology.")
Write the Thesis: "Perfect. Now we need to state our main point clearly. What's our promise to3.
the reader about learning to code?" (Example: "Learning to code is one of the most important
skills for the future because it teaches problem-solving, boosts creativity, and opens up exciting
career opportunities.")

(Read the complete paragraph aloud together to see how it flows.)

Part C: You Do - Your Turn to Be the Author! (10-15 minutes)

Educator says: "Awesome job! Now it's your turn to write an introductory paragraph all on your own.
You can pick one of the topics below, or come up with your own idea."

Writing Prompts (Choose One):

Why [Your Favorite Book or Movie] is the best story ever.
The benefits of having a specific hobby (like drawing, gaming, or playing a sport).
Why it's important for kids to travel and see new places.

Success Criteria Checklist:

"Before you start, here's what a great intro needs. As you write, check these off:"

[ ] Does it start with an interesting hook (question, fact, or description)?
[ ] Does it have 1-3 sentences of background information that connect the hook to the topic?
[ ] Does it end with a clear thesis/main point that tells the reader what the rest of the writing will
be about?
[ ] Is the whole paragraph at least 3 sentences long?

III. Conclusion: Share and Recap (5 minutes)

Share & Reflect:

Educator says: "Okay, Vienna, time's up! Would you like to share the introduction you wrote?"

After she shares, give specific positive feedback. ("I love the surprising fact you used as a hook!"
or "Your thesis statement is so clear; I know exactly what you're going to write about next.")
Use the Success Criteria Checklist to review her work together.

Recap Questions:

"In your own words, what are the three parts of the 'Intro Funnel'?"
"Why is the hook so important?"
"What is the job of the thesis statement?"

"You did an amazing job today. Now you have the secret recipe to start any piece of writing with power
and grab your reader's attention from the very first sentence!"
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Assessment

Formative (During the lesson): Listen to Vienna's answers during the hook activity and the
"We Do" brainstorming session to check for understanding.
Summative (End of lesson): Her independently written paragraph ("You Do" activity) serves as
the summative assessment. Evaluate it using the Success Criteria Checklist to see if she met the
lesson objectives.

Differentiation & Extensions

For Learners Needing More Support: Provide sentence starters.
"Have you ever wondered...?"
"Most people think that..., but the truth is..."
"The topic of... is important because..."

For Advanced Learners (Challenge Yourself): Ask Vienna to write a second introduction for
the same topic but using a *different type* of hook. Or, challenge her to write the *next*
paragraph (the first body paragraph) that begins to prove her thesis statement.


