Easy Leaf Lesson Plan for Preschool & Kindergarten: Science and Art Activities / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

Lesson Plan: The Super Leaf Adventure!

Subject: Science, Art, Fine Motor Skills
Age Group: 3-6 years old

Core Focus: Understanding the basic parts and function of a leaf without using real leaves.

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, learners will be able to:

¢ Identify at least two basic parts of a leaf (e.g., vein, stem).
¢ Explain one simple job a leaf does for a tree.
¢ Create a representation of a leaf using art materials.

Materials Needed

¢ High-quality pictures or short video clips of various leaves (e.g., maple, oak, pine needles). Digital
display or printed photos work well.
White paper or cardstock
Pencils or black markers
Art supplies for the main activity (choose one or offer a choice):
o For Torn Paper Collage: Green, red, yellow, and brown construction paper; child-safe glue
sticks.
o For Play-Doh Leaves: Various colors of Play-Doh (especially green, yellow, red, brown); a
plastic knife or craft stick for making patterns.
o For Crayon Rubbing: A textured leaf rubbing plate OR a DIY version (hot glue a leaf shape
and veins onto a piece of cardboard and let it dry); crayons with the paper peeled off.
¢ (Optional) A picture book about leaves or seasons, such as "Fletcher and the Falling Leaves" by
Julia Rawlinson.

Lesson Plan

Part 1: Introduction (5 Minutes)
Hook: The Mystery Object

e Start with a fun riddle: "I have a little 'stem' like an arm, and 'veins' that are like tiny roads. | grow
on a tree, and | help it eat sunshine for lunch! In the fall, | change from green to red or yellow.
What am 1?"

e Wait for their guess. If they need a hint, show a corner of a leaf picture. Celebrate when they
guess: "You got it! A LEAF!"
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Setting Our Goal

e "Today, we are going on a Super Leaf Adventure! We don't need to go outside to be leaf experts.
Right here, we are going to learn what a leaf does, see its different parts, and then become artists
to create our very own amazing leaves!"

Part 2: The Body of the Lesson (15-20 Minutes)
I Do: Meet the Leaf (5 mins)
(Educator models and explains the concepts clearly.)

¢ Show a large, clear picture of a single leaf (like an oak or maple leaf).

¢ "Look at this leaf! My turn to be a leaf detective. | see these little lines going all over. These are
called veins. The veins are like tiny straws that carry water and food all around the leaf to keep it
healthy."

¢ Point to the part connecting the leaf to the branch. "And this part right here is the stem. It's like a
little arm that holds the leaf onto the tree's branch."

¢ "But what is a leaf's superpower? Its most important job is to eat sunshine! Leaves soak up the
sun's light, which is like food for the tree, helping it grow big and strong. Isn't that amazing?"

We Do: Let's Be Leaf Detectives Together (5 mins)
(Learners practice with guidance from the educator.)

e Show another picture of a different leaf.

e "Now it's our turn to be detectives together! Can you point to the veins on this leaf? Let's trace
one with our finger on the screen (or paper)."

¢ "Great job! Now, where is the stem that holds it onto the tree? Yes, right there!"

¢ Ask engaging questions: "What color is this leaf?" "Does this leaf look pointy or round?"

¢ Think-Pair-Share (adapted): "Now, whisper to me or your stuffed animal one super job that a
leaf does for a tree." (Listen for "eats sunshine," "makes food," or similar answers).

You Do: Create Your Own Super Leaf! (5-10 mins)

(Learners apply their knowledge independently through a creative activity.)

"You are now official leaf experts! It's time to be a leaf artist and create your very own leaf. You
get to choose how you want to make it!"
Explain the choices clearly:

o Option 1 - Torn Paper Leaf: "You can tear these colored papers into little pieces and glue
them inside this leaf shape | drew for you. This is a great way to show all the beautiful fall
colors."

o Option 2 - Play-Doh Leaf: "You can take some Play-Doh, flatten it out, and make your own
leaf shape. Then you can use this little tool to draw the veins and a stem."

o Option 3 - Leaf Rubbing: "You can put this paper over our bumpy leaf plate and rub the
side of the crayon over it. A surprise leaf will appear like magic!"

Allow the learner to choose and work on their creation. Provide support as needed, but encourage
their own creative process.

Success Criteria Check-in: As they work, ask questions like, "Wow, tell me about your leaf!
What colors did you choose? Can you show me the veins you're making?"
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Part 3: Conclusion (5 Minutes)
Show and Tell

¢ Have the learner show off their leaf creation. Praise their effort and creativity.
e "Your leaf is fantastic! You are such a great artist and scientist."”

Recap and Reinforce

"We had an amazing Leaf Adventure today! Let's quickly remember our leaf superpowers."

¢ Point to their artwork or one of the pictures. "What do we call the little lines that are like straws
inside the leaf?" (Veins!)

¢ "And what is the super important job a leaf does all day?" (Eats the sunshine!)

¢ "You learned so much! The next time you see a tree outside your window, you can wave to the

leaves and say, 'l know you're busy eating sunshine!""

Assessment & Feedback

¢ Formative (During Lesson): Observe the learner's responses to questions during the "We Do"
activity. Note their ability to point to the correct leaf parts.

e Summative (End of Lesson): The learner’s finished art project serves as a demonstration of
understanding shape and color. Assess their ability to verbally answer the two recap questions at
the end of the lesson ("What are veins?" and "What is a leaf's job?").

Differentiation & Adaptability

¢ For Learners Needing More Support (Scaffolding):
o Provide a pre-drawn leaf outline with the veins already drawn on it for the collage activity.
o Use hand-over-hand guidance for tearing paper or using the Play-Doh tool.
o Ask simple yes/no questions, such as "Is this the stem?"
¢ For Learners Needing a Challenge (Extension):
o Encourage them to create a picture with multiple different leaf shapes (e.g., a pointy pine
needle and a round aspen leaf).
o Ask them to explain why they think leaves change color in the fall ("Maybe the green color
gets tired and goes to sleep, so we can see the yellow and red that were hiding!").
o Have them create a short story about their leaf and its life on the tree.
¢ For a Classroom or Group Setting:
o Use a projector to show leaf images.
o Have children work in pairs for the "We Do" detective activity.
o Set up different "art stations" for the "You Do" activity and let children rotate or choose their
favorite.
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