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Echoes of Empires: Seeing Mughal History
from Different Sides

Materials Needed:

Whiteboard, large chart paper, or a shared digital document

Markers or pens in different colors

Paper for drawing or writing

Drawing supplies (colored pencils, crayons, markers)

Optional: Pictures of Mughal architecture (like the Taj Mahal, Red Fort), art, or food

Optional: Two different hats or signs (e.g., one labeled "Royal" and one "Worker") to represent
different perspectives

Learning Objectives:
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

e Explain at least one way the Mughal Empire still affects life in India and the world today.

¢ Describe the same historical event from two different points of view.

¢ Create a short story or comic strip that shows a historical event from a chosen character's
perspective.

Lesson Plan

Part 1: Introduction (10 minutes)
Hook: The Story of a Building

Let's start by looking at a picture of the Taj Mahal. What words come to your mind when you see it?
(Listen to ideas: beautiful, big, white, palace, etc.)

Most people know the famous story: an emperor, Shah Jahan, built this incredible tomb for his wife,
Mumtaz Mahal, because he loved her so much. It's a story of love and beauty.

But is that the *only* story? What if you were one of the 20,000 workers who spent years building it,
working with heavy marble in the hot sun? Or what if you were a farmer whose taxes were raised to pay
for it? Would you see it as just a beautiful love story? Probably not! History is full of different viewpoints,
and today, we're going to become history detectives to uncover them.

Today's Mission
Our mission has two parts:

1. We'll investigate the "echoes" of the Mughal Empire a€“ the ways it still affects our world today.
2. We'll practice "wearing different hats" to see a single moment in history from more than one side.
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Part 2: Body of the Lesson (30-40 minutes)
Activity 1: The Long Echo (Connection)
I Do (Educator Explains):

"Even though the Mughal Empire ended over 150 years ago, it left behind clues and connections that
are still part of life today. It's like a loud sound that echoes long after it's made. Let me show you a few."

¢ Food: "Have you ever heard of or eaten biryani, kebabs, or naan bread? These delicious dishes
became super popular during the Mughal era. They mixed Persian cooking styles with Indian
ingredients. So, every time someone enjoys a plate of biryani, they're tasting a little piece of
Mughal history!"

¢ Buildings: "The Mughals were amazing builders. The Taj Mahal, the Red Fort in Delhi, and many
other beautiful forts and tombs are now famous landmarks that millions of people visit. They are
symbols of India and bring in money from tourism."

e Language: "The language spoken in the Mughal court was Persian. This mixed with local
languages to help create Urdu. Many words used in Hindi and Urdu today come from the Persian
and Arabic languages the Mughals used."

We Do (Let's Brainstorm Together):

"On our whiteboard, let's create a mind map called 'Mughal Echoes.' I've started us off with Food,
Buildings, and Language. What other echoes can we think of? Maybe something to do with gardens, art,
or clothing?" (Guide the student to think about formal gardens, miniature paintings, or clothing styles.)

You Do (Quick Hunt):

"Your turn! Take two minutes to look around the room, or think about books you've read or movies
you've seen. Can you find one thing that might be an 'echo' from this part of history? It could be a
pattern on a rug, a spice in the kitchen, or a word you know."

Activity 2: Wearing Different Hats (Perspective)
I Do (Educator Models):

"Now, let's go back to the Taj Mahal and practice seeing it from different viewpoints. I'm going to put on
my 'Royal' hat." (Put on the "Royal" hat/sign).

"As Emperor Shah Jahan, | see this building as a symbol of my eternal love and my power. | am creating
something the world will remember forever. | feel proud and heartbroken at the same time."

"Okay, let's switch hats." (Switch to the "Worker" hat/sign).

"Now, | am a stonecutter who has traveled far from home. My hands ache from carving the delicate
marble flowers. | am proud of my skill, but | miss my family and my pay is just enough to survive. For
me, this building is years of hard, tiring work. | feel exhausted but also a little bit of awe that | helped
build this."

"See? Same building, but two very different stories and feelings."
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We Do (Let's Try it Together):

"Let's think about another person from that time: Emperor Akbar. He was famous for inviting people
from different religions (Hindus, Christians, Jains) to his court to have discussions. Let's think of two
perspectives.”

¢ Perspective 1: A Hindu noble at Akbar's court. How might he feel about this emperor?
(Guide discussion: He would likely feel respected, safe, and loyal to the emperor for including
him.)

¢ Perspective 2: A foreign visitor from Portugal. What might she think? (Guide discussion: She
might be surprised to see so many different people talking peacefully. She might be impressed
with the emperor's open-mindedness or confused by it.)

You Do (Your Turn to be the Storyteller):

"Now it's your turn to create a story from a single perspective. Your mission is to show me, through a
drawing or a short paragraph, what history looked like through someone else's eyes."

Choose your character and event:

1. An artist painting a tiny, detailed portrait of the emperor.
2. A soldier preparing for a battle in the Mughal army.
3. A child of a rich merchant living in a bustling Mughal city like Agra.

Your Task:

Create a 3-4 panel comic strip OR write a short diary entry (one paragraph) from the point of view of the
character you chose. Think about:

¢ What do they see and hear?
¢ What is their main job or thought for the day?
¢ How do they feel? (Excited, scared, bored, proud?)

Part 3: Conclusion (5-10 minutes)
Share and Reflect
Let's see your creation! Please share your comic or read your diary entry. (After sharing, ask questions.)

¢ "Why did your character feel that way?"

¢ "What does your story tell us that a big, official history book might leave out?"

e "How does your story show one of the 'echoes' we talked about earlier (art, buildings, army,
etc.)?"

Recap Today's Mission
"Great work today, history detective! Let's quickly summarize what we discovered:"

¢ Connection: We learned that historical events, like those in the Mughal Empire, leave long-
lasting "echoes" in things we still see, taste, and use today.

e Perspective: We learned that there is never just one story in history. An event can be a story of
love to one person and a story of hard work to another.
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The big takeaway is this: When you learn about anything from the past, always ask yourself: "Whose
story is being told, and whose story might be missing?”

Assessment

¢ Formative (During the lesson): Observing your answers during our brainstorming and "We Do"
discussions.

e Summative (End of the lesson): Your comic strip or diary entry will show me if you can
successfully tell a story from a specific historical perspective.

Success Criteria for the Final Project:

¢ Your story is clearly from the point of view of one character.
¢ It includes at least one detail about life in the Mughal era.
¢ |t expresses a clear feeling or emotion (like pride, worry, or excitement).

Differentiation

¢ For Extra Support: We can work together to create the story. | can provide you with sentence
starters like, "l am an artist and today | must . Ifeel _ because ____." Or, you can use a pre-
made comic template with empty speech bubbles to fill in.

¢ For an Extra Challenge: Create a second story or comic for the *same event* but from a
completely different character's perspective (e.g., if you chose the artist, now tell the story from
the emperor's point of view). Or, do some quick research on another Mughal "echo" (like music or
science) and explain how it still affects us today.
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