Learn to Draw with Shapes: A Fun & Easy Art Lesson for Kids / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

Drawing Fun: Bringing Shapes to Life!

Materials Needed:

Plain paper or a sketchbook

Pencils and a good eraser

¢ Crayons, colored pencils, or markers

Optional: A few simple objects from around the house (e.g., a ball, a book, a cup)
Optional: Shape stencils

Learning Objectives:
By the end of this lesson, Student will be able to:

¢ |dentify three basic shapes (circle, square, triangle) in everyday objects.
¢ Combine these basic shapes to create a simple drawing of an animal or object.
¢ Explain which shapes they used in their final drawing.

Lesson Plan

1. Introduction: Become a Shape Detective! (5 Minutes)

Hook:

"Hi Student! | have a secret for you. Did you know that almost EVERYTHING in the world is made up of
secret, simple shapes? An artist is like a detective who finds those shapes and puts them together to
make amazing drawings. Today, you are going to be a Shape Detective and an artist!"

Today's Mission:

"Our mission today is super fun. First, we'll practice finding our three main secret shapes: the circle, the
square, and the triangle. Then, we will use our new detective skills to build a cool drawing of anything
you want, just by putting those shapes together!"

2. Body: From Shapes to Art (20-25 Minutes)

Part A: The Shape Hunt (I Do, We Do)

¢ 1 Do (Educator Models): "Watch me first. I'm going to be a Shape Detective. I'm looking at this
clock on the wall... | see it's a perfect circle! And this book on the table... it's a square (or
rectangle). My detective eyes are working!"

e We Do (Practice Together): "Okay, your turn to be a detective with me! Let's go on a Shape
Hunt around the room for 2 minutes. Can you point to something that is a circle? (Wait for Student
to find something like a ball or a plate). Yes! Great job! Now, where can we find a hidden square?
(Look for a window, a tile, a book). Awesome! What about a tricky triangle? They can be hard to
find! (Look for a pattern, a toy block, or even the shape a door makes when it's a little open)."
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Part B: Building with Shapes (I Do, We Do)

¢ 1 Do (Educator Models Drawing): "Now that we are expert Shape Detectives, let's build
something. I'm going to draw a simple house. I'll start with a big square for the main part of the
house. For the roof, I'll put a big triangle right on top. And for the window, | can draw a little
square inside the big one. See? Just shapes!" (Draw this slowly so Student can see it happen).

¢ We Do (Draw Together): "Let's draw something together on a piece of paper. How about an ice
cream cone? What shape should we use for the cone part? (Guide Student to say triangle).
Perfect, let's both draw a triangle. Now, what about the scoop of ice cream on top? (Guide Student
to say circle). Excellent! Let's draw a big circle on top of our triangle. Look! We made an ice cream
cone!"

Part C: Your Masterpiece! (You Do)

¢ You Do (Independent Practice): "Now it is your turn to be the master artist. On a fresh piece of
paper, you get to create anything you want using our three secret shapes. You could draw a cat (a
circle head, triangle ears!), a rocket ship (a tall rectangle, triangle on top, circle windows!), or a
silly robot. Think like a detective first: what shapes will you use to build your drawing?"

e (Provide quiet time for Student to think and draw. Offer encouragement but let their creativity
lead.)

3. Conclusion: The Art Show (5 Minutes)

Recap and Share:

"Alright, time for our special Art Show! Let's see your amazing creation. Tell me all about what you
drew."

Ask questions like:

e "Wow! What is this? It looks so cool!"
¢ "Which shapes did you use to make it? Can you point to a triangle you used?"
e "What is your favorite part of your drawing?"

Reinforce the Big Idea:

"You did such a fantastic job today, Student! You proved that you don't have to know how to draw a
perfect car or a perfect cat right away. You just have to know how to find the shapes inside it. From now
on, whenever you look at something, see if you can be a Shape Detective and find the circles, squares,
and triangles hiding inside!"

Assessment

¢ Formative (During the lesson):

o Could Student successfully identify shapes during the "Shape Hunt"?

o Did Student follow along and contribute ideas during the "We Do" drawing activity?
e Summative (The final product):

o Look at the final drawing. Does it meet the success criteria below?
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Success Criteria (for Student's final drawing)
We know the drawing is a success if:

[ 1You used at least two different shapes (circle, square, or triangle).
[ 1 Your drawing clearly shows an object, animal, or person.
[
[

1 You can tell me which shapes you used.
] You had fun and tried your best!

Differentiation

¢ For Extra Support: If Student is struggling to draw the shapes freehand, provide shape stencils
to trace. Start with a very simple object that uses only two shapes, like the ice cream cone. You
can also offer a page with pre-drawn shapes and ask, "What can we turn this circle into?"

¢ For an Extra Challenge: Encourage Student to create a whole scene with multiple shape-based
objects (e.g., a house with a sun in the sky and a car on the road). Challenge them to add more
shapes like rectangles, ovals, and diamonds, and to add details like patterns or backgrounds.
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