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Spot the Difference, Find the Connection:
Mastering Comparison and Contrast
Materials Needed

Pencils or pens
Highlighters (at least two different colors)
Paper or notebook
Printed copies of three short texts (Examples provided below as "Text A," "Text B," and "Text C")
Printed copy of a Venn Diagram worksheet or blank paper to draw one
Optional: Whiteboard or large paper for brainstorming
Optional: Access to a word processor

Lesson Objectives
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

(Cognitive) Define comparison and contrast and identify the signal words that authors use for
each.
(Affective) Appreciate how organizing information by similarities and differences makes it easier
to understand and evaluate.
(Psychomotor) Organize information from a text into a Venn diagram and write a short
paragraph using the comparison and contrast structure.

I. Introduction (10 minutes)

Hook: The "This or That" Challenge

Let's start with a quick choice. Which would you rather have: the power of flight or the power of
invisibility? Take a minute to think about it.

Now, explain your choice. What makes one better than the other? What’s similar about them? (For
example, both are superpowers, both could get you into trouble). What’s different? (One is for travel,
the other is for stealth).

You just used comparison and contrast! You looked at what was the same (comparison) and what was
different (contrast) to make a smart decision. Authors do the exact same thing to help us understand
ideas clearly.

Setting the Goal

Today, we're going to become detectives and learn how to spot when an author is comparing and
contrasting. We'll learn the special "clue words" they use and how this structure helps us understand
everything from science to video games.
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II. Body: The Learning Adventure (25-30 minutes)

Part 1: I Do - Modeling the Skill (10 minutes)

First, let's get our key terms straight:

Comparison: Showing how two or more things are alike or similar.
Contrast: Showing how two or more things are different.

Authors leave clues, like a trail of breadcrumbs, to show us they are comparing or contrasting. We call
these signal words.

Compare Signal Words: like, similarly, also, both, same as, in the same way
Contrast Signal Words: but, however, unlike, on the other hand, while, different from

Watch me as I analyze a short text about alligators and crocodiles. I’ll "think aloud" so you can see how I
figure it out.

Text A: Alligators vs. Crocodiles

Many people confuse alligators and crocodiles, but they have clear differences. A crocodile's snout is V-
shaped, while an alligator's is U-shaped. Furthermore, crocodiles show their teeth even when their
mouths are closed; in contrast, an alligator's teeth are hidden. Both animals, however, are powerful
reptiles. They are both cold-blooded and live in and around water. Similarly, both species are carnivores
that hunt for their prey.

Educator's Think-Aloud:

"First, I'll read the text to see what two things are being compared. Okay, it's alligators and1.
crocodiles."
"Now I’ll grab two highlighters. I'll use yellow for contrast words and blue for compare words."2.
"Reading again... I see the word 'but' and 'while'. Those show a difference, so I'll highlight them3.
yellow. I also see 'in contrast'—another yellow!"
"Next, I see 'Both'. That means they are alike. I'll highlight it blue. Oh, and here's 'Similarly'—that's4.
another blue one."
"Now I can organize this in a Venn Diagram. The 'Alligator' circle gets 'U-shaped snout' and5.
'hidden teeth'. The 'Crocodile' circle gets 'V-shaped snout' and 'visible teeth'. In the middle,
overlapping part, I'll put what they have in common: 'reptiles', 'cold-blooded', 'live near water',
and 'carnivores'."

See how finding the signal words and organizing the information makes the text super clear?

Part 2: We Do - Guided Practice (10 minutes)

Now, let's try one together. We'll read this text about e-books and printed books. You be my detective
partner. Grab your highlighters!

Text B: E-Books vs. Printed Books

Reading is a fantastic hobby, whether you prefer a digital screen or a paper page. Both e-books and



Complete Compare and Contrast Lesson Plan: Using Signal Words & Venn Diagrams / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

November 16, 2025 - Page 3 of 4

printed books tell the same stories and provide valuable information. In the same way, both can be
borrowed from a library. However, they offer very different experiences. An e-reader can hold thousands
of books on one light device, whereas a printed book can be heavy and take up space. On the other
hand, many readers love the feel and smell of a physical book, a feature that e-books lack. Unlike an e-
book, a printed book never runs out of battery.

Let's work through it together:

What two things are being compared and contrasted here? (Answer: e-books and printed books)1.
Read the first few sentences. Can you spot a "compare" signal word? (Guide student to "Both" and2.
"In the same way") Let's highlight them.
What are the similarities the author points out? (Answer: tell same stories, provide information,3.
can be borrowed from library)
Now, let's look for differences. Can you find a "contrast" signal word? (Guide student to4.
"However," "whereas," "On the other hand," "Unlike") Let's highlight those in a different color.
What are the differences? Let's list them out.5.
Now, let's fill in a Venn Diagram together on a piece of paper or a whiteboard.6.

Part 3: You Do - Independent Practice (10 minutes)

Great job! You're ready to be the lead detective. Here is a new text. Your mission is to:

Read the text carefully.1.
Use two different colors to highlight the compare and contrast signal words.2.
Fill out the Venn Diagram worksheet with the similarities and differences you find.3.

Text C: Skateboards vs. Scooters

Skateboards and scooters are both popular forms of transportation for kids and teens. Both have a flat
deck to stand on and wheels to roll, and they are similarly used for performing tricks at skate parks. The
main difference, however, lies in their design. A scooter has handlebars for steering and balance, while
a skateboard requires the rider to lean their body to turn. In addition, a scooter often has a handbrake.
In contrast, a skateboarder must drag their foot on the ground to stop. This makes scooters easier for
beginners, but some feel skateboards offer more creative freedom.

Success Criteria:

You have correctly highlighted at least 4 signal words.
Your Venn diagram correctly identifies the two subjects.
You have listed at least 2 similarities and 3 differences in the correct sections of the diagram.

III. Conclusion (5-10 minutes)

Recap and Review

Let's review what we accomplished. What does it mean to compare two things? What about contrasting
them?

Why do you think an author would choose to organize their writing this way? (Possible answers: To help
the reader make a choice, to explain something new by connecting it to something familiar, to show the
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pros and cons of something.)

Summative Assessment & Application

Now for your final challenge! Look at the Venn Diagram you created for Skateboards vs. Scooters. Your
task is to write one complete paragraph that explains the major differences between them. You
must use at least two contrast signal words (like 'however,' 'while,' or 'unlike') in your paragraph.

Connecting to the Real World

You use this skill all the time without even realizing it—when you decide what game to play, what to eat
for lunch, or what movie to watch. Being able to clearly compare and contrast helps you make smarter
choices every single day!

Differentiation & Extension
For Extra Support:

Provide a pre-made list or "cheat sheet" of signal words to reference during the "You Do"
activity.
Offer sentence starters for the final writing task, such as: "While a scooter has __________, a
skateboard has __________."
Use a simpler text with fewer points of comparison.

For an Extra Challenge:
Find a text that compares three things instead of two (e.g., soccer vs. basketball vs.
baseball).
Ask the student to identify the author's organizational pattern: Did they discuss all of
Subject A and then all of Subject B (Subject-by-Subject), or did they switch back and forth
between them based on specific features (Point-by-Point)?
Challenge the student to write a full two-paragraph essay comparing and contrasting two
topics of their choice (e.g., two favorite video games, two different book series, two types of
pets).


