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Lesson Plan: Issue Investigator - From
Headlines to Heart

Materials Needed

¢ A selection of short, age-appropriate informational articles or news clips about real-world issues
(e.g., from sources like National Geographic Kids, TIME for Kids, Newsela, or local news sites).
Topics could include plastic pollution, food deserts, fast fashion, digital literacy, or local
community needs.
¢ Notebook or paper for note-taking
¢ Pencils or pens
¢ Access to materials for creating a visual representation. This could be:
o Digital: A computer or tablet with access to Canva, Google Slides, a simple video editor, or
a digital drawing program.
o Physical: Poster board, markers, colored pencils, scissors, glue, and old magazines for a
collage.
¢ "Issue Investigator" Graphic Organizer (can be drawn by hand): A simple chart with four boxes:
"What is the Issue?", "Who is Affected?", "Why Does it Matter?", and "Possible Solutions?".

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

1. Read an informational text and accurately identify the main real-world issue being discussed.

2. Create a compelling visual (like a poster or infographic) that explains a real-world issue to others.

3. Explain how a real-world issue affects specific people or communities, showing empathy and
understanding.

Lesson Plan

Part 1: Introduction (10 minutes)
Hook & Engagement

Let's start with a quick thought experiment. Imagine your favorite drink suddenly cost $20 a bottle
because the main ingredient was becoming super rare due to climate change. Or imagine the only way
to get fresh fruit and vegetables was to take a 45-minute bus ride to another part of town.

e How would that make you feel?

* Who would be most affected by these changes?

¢ These aren't just random "what ifs"; they are connected to real-world issues that people face
every day.

State a Clear Purpose

"Today, we're going to become 'Issue Investigators.' Our job is to read about what's happening in the
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world, figure out the core problem, and understand who it impacts. Then, you'll use your creativity to
shine a spotlight on one of these issues so other people can understand it, too."

Part 2: Body of the Lesson (45 minutes)
I Do: Modeling How to Be an Issue Investigator (15 minutes)
(Educator models the process with a pre-selected article, for example, on the topic of fast fashion.)

1. Think Aloud: "Okay, I'm going to read this short article about 'fast fashion.' As | read, I'm going
to talk out loud about what I'm thinking. My goal is to figure out the main problem here."

2. Read and Annotate: Read the article aloud, pausing to highlight or underline key facts. "Hmm,
this says millions of tons of clothes are thrown away each year. That sounds like a big problem.
And over here, it talks about factory workers not being paid enough. That's about people."

3. Use the Graphic Organizer: "Now I'll fill out my 'Issue Investigator' organizer."

o What is the Issue? "The core issue is that fast fashion creates massive amounts of waste
and often relies on unfair labor practices."

o Who is Affected? "It affects the environment because of the landfills, and it affects the
garment workers who aren't treated fairly. It also affects us as consumers."

o Why Does it Matter? "This matters because it's harming our planet and hurting people.
It's a problem of waste and human rights."

o Possible Solutions? "The article mentions buying secondhand, supporting ethical brands,
or just buying less. These are potential solutions."

We Do: Guided Practice (15 minutes)
(Educator and learner(s) work through a second article together, for example, on local food deserts.)

1. Shared Reading: "Now, let's look at this next article together. We'll take turns reading
paragraphs aloud."
2. Think-Pair-Share or Discussion: After reading, ask guiding questions to fill out the graphic
organizer together.
o "So, after reading that, what would you say the main issue is, in your own words?"
o "The article mentioned a few different groups of people. Who did you notice was being
affected by this problem?"
o "From your perspective, why is this a big deal? Why should we care about this?"
o "Did the article give any hints about how to solve this? Let's brainstorm one more idea."
3. Check for Understanding: Ensure the learner understands how to pull the key information from
the text before moving on.

You Do: Independent Application & Creation (15 minutes of work time, can be extended)
(Learner applies the skills independently to create their own project.)

1. Provide Choice: "Great work! Now it's your turn to be the lead investigator. Here is a list of
articles about different topics. Choose the one that seems most interesting to you."

2. Independent Analysis: "First, read your chosen article and fill out a new 'Issue Investigator'
graphic organizer on your own. This will be your blueprint for your project.”

3. Introduce the Creative Project: "Your final mission is to teach someone else about this issue
using a visual. You can choose how you want to do it. Your goal is to make someone stop, look,
and understand the problem quickly."

4. Project Choice Board:
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o Create a Digital Infographic: Use a free tool like Canva to combine text, icons, and
charts.

o Design a Physical Poster: Draw, print images, or create a collage on poster board.

o Make a 60-Second "Public Service Announcement" Video: Use a phone or webcam to
record a short, impactful video.

o Draw a 4-Panel Comic Strip: Tell a short story that explains the issue.

5. Work Time: Allow dedicated time for the learner to work on their project. The educator is
available for support and questions.

Part 3: Conclusion (10-15 minutes)

Presentation & Reflection (Summative Assessment)

"Alright, it's time for our 'Issue Showcase.' Please share your visual and briefly explain it."
After the learner presents, ask reflective questions:

¢ "What is the most important thing you want your audience to take away from your visual?"
¢ "What did you learn about this issue that surprised you the most?"
¢ "How did learning about this issue make you feel?"

Recap & Reinforce

"Today, we learned a powerful skill. We learned how to look past the headlines to find the real
story—the problem, the people it affects, and why it matters. You not only analyzed an issue but also
used your creativity to communicate it to others. That's how awareness and change begin."

Assessment

¢ Formative (During Lesson): Observe the learner's participation in the "We Do" discussion.
Review their "Issue Investigator" graphic organizer for the chosen article to check for
understanding before they begin the creative portion.

e Summative (End of Lesson): The visual representation and presentation serve as the final
assessment.

Success Criteria for the Visual Project:

¢ Clarity: Is the main issue clearly identified?

¢ Impact: Does the visual effectively show who is affected and why it matters?

¢ Accuracy: Is the information presented consistent with the source article?

¢ Creativity & Effort: Does the visual show thoughtful effort and creative communication?

Differentiation & Adaptability

¢ For Learners Needing More Support (Scaffolding):
o Provide an article that has been pre-highlighted with key information.
o Offer sentence starters for filling out the graphic organizer (e.g., "The main issue is...", "This
affects...").
o Provide a template for the chosen visual project (e.g., a pre-made infographic template in
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Canva).
¢ For Learners Needing a Challenge (Extension):
o Ask them to research and include a specific statistic or a direct quote in their visual.
o Challenge them to focus their visual not just on the problem, but on a specific, actionable
solution for someone their age.
o Have them find a local organization in their community that is working on their chosen issue
and include its name in their presentation.
¢ For a Group/Classroom Setting: The "We Do" can be a small group activity. The "You Do"
presentations can be a "gallery walk" where students post their visuals and walk around to see
each other's work, leaving positive comments on sticky notes.
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