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Lesson Plan: The Clarity Toolkit - Building
Better Informational Texts
Materials Needed

Writing materials (pen/pencil and paper, or a digital document)
Highlighters in three different colors
A short, well-written informational article (e.g., from a science magazine, a news website for
students, or an encyclopedia entry on a topic of interest)
Handout 1: "Word Swap Challenge" (content provided below)
Handout 2: "Transition Traffic Control" (content provided below)
Handout 3: "Sentence Fusion" (content provided below)
Handout 4: "Clarity Consultant - Final Project Guide & Rubric" (content provided below)

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, the learner will be able to:

(Cognitive) Identify and explain how diction, transition devices, and sentence structure1.
contribute to the clarity and purpose of an informational text.
(Psychomotor) Construct a short "how-to" guide using precise diction, appropriate transitions,2.
and varied sentence structures to create a clear, logical flow.
(Affective) Appreciate the power of precise language by reflecting on how clear communication3.
builds trust and understanding in real-world situations.

Lesson Procedure

I. Introduction (10 minutes)

1. The Hook: The Confusion Conundrum

Present the learner with two sets of instructions for a simple task, like making a paper airplane.

Example A (Confusing): "Get paper. It needs to be folded. The front part goes down. The sides
get folded too. Make them pointy. It should look like a plane. Throw it."
Example B (Clear): "First, take a rectangular sheet of paper and fold it in half lengthwise. Next,
unfold the paper and fold the top two corners down to meet the center crease. After that, fold the
new top edges down to the center crease again. Finally, fold the entire plane in half along the
original center crease and fold down the wings to create a sharp, aerodynamic shape. Now you
are ready to fly!"

Ask the learner: "Which set of instructions would you rather use? Why? What makes the second one
so much better?" (Guide them to notice specific words, connecting ideas, and sentence flow). This
conversation naturally introduces the importance of the lesson's topics.
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2. Stating the Objectives

"Today, we're going to become 'Clarity Consultants.' Our job is to learn about the three secret tools
great writers use to make their informational writing clear, efficient, and easy to understand. By the end
of our session, you'll be able to:

Spot and explain these tools in action.1.
Use these tools to write your own crystal-clear instructions.2.
Understand why being a clear communicator is a superpower in the real world.3.

II. Body: Mastering the Clarity Toolkit (30-40 minutes)

We will use the 'I Do, We Do, You Do' model for each of the three linguistic tools.

Tool #1: Diction and Style (Word Choice)

I Do (Instructor explains): "Diction is simply the words a writer chooses. The *right* words
make the meaning precise and set the tone. For example, saying a car is 'nice' is okay, but saying
it's 'luxurious' or 'speedy' gives a much clearer picture. Style is the writer's voice—is it formal and
serious, or casual and friendly? In informational text, the goal is almost always clarity and
precision."
We Do (Guided practice): "Let's look at this article together." (Use the pre-selected
informational article). "With our first color highlighter, let's highlight 3-4 words that you think are
very precise or powerful. Why do you think the author chose *that specific word* instead of a
more common one?" Discuss the effect of the author's word choices.
You Do (Independent practice): "Now it's your turn. Complete the 'Word Swap Challenge' to
see how changing one word can change the entire meaning and tone of a sentence." (Provide
Handout 1).

Formative Assessment: Review the learner's word choices on the handout, discussing
their reasoning.

Tool #2: Transition Devices (The Road Signs)

I Do (Instructor explains): "Transition devices are words and phrases that act like road signs for
the reader. They build bridges from one idea to the next, showing the relationship between them.
Words like 'first,' 'next,' and 'finally' show sequence. Words like 'however' or 'on the other hand'
show contrast. Words like 'for example' introduce evidence."
We Do (Guided practice): "Let's go back to our article. Using a second color, let's highlight all
the transition words we can find. Notice how they guide you from one point to the next, making
the author's logic easy to follow."
You Do (Independent practice): "Now you'll be the traffic controller. Complete the 'Transition
Traffic Control' handout by putting the sentences in order and adding the correct transition
words." (Provide Handout 2).

Formative Assessment: Check the completed handout for logical sequencing and
appropriate use of transitions.

Tool #3: Sentence Structure and Function (The Rhythm of Writing)

I Do (Instructor explains): "Good writing has a rhythm. If every sentence is short and choppy, it
sounds robotic. If every sentence is long and complex, it can be confusing. The trick is to vary
your sentence structure. Use short sentences for impact and longer sentences to connect related
ideas. This makes the text more engaging and easier to read."
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We Do (Guided practice): "Let's look at one paragraph in our article one last time. With our
third highlighter, let's mark where sentences begin and end. Does the author use a mix of long
and short sentences? How does this variety make the paragraph better?"
You Do (Independent practice): "Time to become a sentence builder! On the 'Sentence Fusion'
handout, combine the short, simple sentences to create more complex and interesting ones."
(Provide Handout 3).

Formative Assessment: Review the combined sentences. Are they grammatically correct?
Do they flow well?

III. Conclusion & Application (15-20 minutes)

1. Summative Assessment: The Clarity Consultant Project

"You've mastered the tools, and now it's time for your first consulting gig! Your mission is to write a
short 'how-to' guide on a topic you know well. It could be how to beat a level in a video game, how to
make the perfect grilled cheese, or how to perform a magic trick. Your goal is to be as clear as possible
for someone who knows nothing about the topic."

Provide the learner with Handout 4: "Clarity Consultant - Final Project Guide & Rubric." Give them time
to brainstorm and begin writing. The completion of this task serves as the summative assessment,
directly addressing the psychomotor objective.

2. Closure and Recap

Review: "What were the three tools in our Clarity Toolkit that we learned about today?" (Diction,
Transitions, Sentence Structure).
Reflection (Affective Objective): Ask the learner:

"Think about the confusing instructions from the beginning. How could a lack of clarity
cause problems in the real world (e.g., in a recipe, a safety manual, or a news report)?"
"Why do you think it's important to be a clear communicator? How does it help build trust
with your reader or listener?"

Look Ahead: "As you read and write from now on, keep your 'Clarity Consultant' eyes open.
Notice how authors use these tools, and practice using them in your own writing, whether it's an
email, a school paper, or a text message."

Differentiation
For Scaffolding/Support:

Provide pre-filled lists of strong verbs, adjectives, or transition words for the activities.
Offer sentence starters or a paragraph frame for the final "how-to" guide (e.g., "The first
step is to...", "After you have done that, you must...").
Complete the "You Do" activities together before they attempt the final project.

For Extension/Challenge:
Challenge the learner to find a real-world example of a poorly written informational text
(e.g., confusing product instructions, a vague online article) and rewrite it using the three
tools from the lesson.
Have them write their "how-to" guide for two different audiences (e.g., a 6-year-old and a
professional), requiring them to drastically change their diction and style for each.



Mastering Informational Writing: A Lesson Plan on Diction, Transitions, and Sentence Structure / Lesson Planner /
LearningCorner.co

November 23, 2025 - Page 4 of 5

Handouts Content

Handout 1: Word Swap Challenge

Instructions: Rewrite each sentence twice, swapping the underlined word with a new word to create a
different tone or a more specific meaning.

The scientist looked at the data.1.
(A more intense word): The scientist ________________ at the data.
(A more casual word): The scientist ________________ at the data.

The new video game is good.2.
(A word to make it sound exciting): The new video game is ________________.
(A word to make it sound technically impressive): The new video game is ________________.

Handout 2: Transition Traffic Control

Instructions: The sentences below describe how to wash your hands. They are out of order. Rewrite
them as a single paragraph in the correct order, adding a transition word from the bank to the
beginning of sentences 2, 3, and 4.

Sentence Bank:

Scrub your hands for at least 20 seconds.
Turn on the faucet and wet your hands with water.
Dry your hands using a clean towel.
Apply soap and lather the backs of your hands, between your fingers, and under your nails.

Transition Word Bank: Next, Then, Finally

Handout 3: Sentence Fusion

Instructions: Combine each set of simple sentences into one longer, more interesting sentence.

The sun set. The sky turned orange. The sky turned pink.1.
(Your new sentence): __________________________________________________
The dog barked loudly. He wanted to go outside. It was raining.2.
(Your new sentence): __________________________________________________

Handout 4: Clarity Consultant - Final Project Guide & Rubric

Your Mission: Write a short (1-2 paragraph) "how-to" guide on a topic you know well. Your goal is to be
perfectly clear to a beginner.

Brainstorm Ideas: How to... build a LEGO car? Make a friendship bracelet? Download a mobile app?
Care for a pet?

Success Criteria Checklist:

[ ] Precise Diction: Did I use specific, clear nouns and strong verbs? (e.g., "connect the wires"
instead of "put the things together")
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[ ] Logical Transitions: Did I use transition words (First, Next, Then, However, Therefore, Finally)
to guide my reader from one step to the next?
[ ] Varied Sentences: Did I use a mix of shorter and longer sentences to make my guide easy
and interesting to read?
[ ] Overall Clarity: Could a person who has never done this before successfully complete the task
using only my guide?


