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Lesson Plan: The Art of the Word - Expressive
Lettering

Subject: Language Arts, Art, Personal Development
Topic: Building handwriting confidence through creative expression.

Target Learner: Cherai, a 14-year-old student who dislikes formal academic work and has low
confidence in his handwriting. The lesson is designed to be engaging, low-pressure, and focus on
creativity over technical perfection.

Materials Needed

A variety of writing/drawing tools: Fine-tip markers, broad-tip markers, colored pencils, gel pens, a
standard pencil, and a good eraser.

Paper: Plain white paper, thicker drawing paper, or even colored construction paper.

Optional: Examples of cool logos, graffiti art, comic book titles, or video game fonts (can be
printouts or viewed on a screen).

Optional: Stencils for basic letter shapes, ruler.

Optional (for extension): Digital drawing tablet and software.

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the learner will be able to:

Identify at least three ways to change a letter's style to convey a feeling or idea.

Brainstorm and sketch several design ideas for a single word.

Create a finished piece of "word art" for a word of their choice that expresses its meaning through
lettering style.

Verbally describe the creative choices they made in their final artwork.

Lesson Structure

l. Introduction (5-10 minutes)
Hook: Letters are More Than Just Words

Start with a casual conversation, not a formal lecture. Show examples of logos or titles Cherai might
recognize (e.qg., the title font for a favorite video game like Minecraft or Fortnite, the logo for a favorite
brand like Nike or Thrasher, or even a heavy metal band logo).

Ask guiding questions:

November 25, 2025 - Page 1 of 4



Expressive Lettering Lesson Plan: Build Handwriting Confidence with Word Art / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

e "Look at the way the word 'Thrasher' is written on this skateboard logo. What does the style of the
letters make you think of? (e.g., fire, speed, sharp movement)."

¢ "Why do you think the letters for the game Minecraft are blocky and sort of broken? (e.g., to look
like the blocks you build with)."

¢ "The goal today isn't about 'neat' handwriting. It's about making letters look cool and have a
personality. We're turning handwriting into art. There are no rules, and you can't get it wrong."

State Objectives in Learner-Friendly Language:

"By the end of this, you'll be able to take any word and turn it into a cool piece of art, just like the
designers who make these logos. You'll create your own unique design for a word that you choose."

Il. Body (25-35 minutes)
Part 1: The "l Do" - Deconstructing a Word (5 mins)

Educator's Role: Model the process with a simple, neutral word like "ART" or "FLOW." Think aloud as
you work.

1. Choose a word: "I'm going to start with the word 'FLOW"."

2. Brainstorm meanings/feelings: "When | think of 'flow,"' | think of water, smooth movement,
curves, and liquid."

3. Sketch simple ideas: On a piece of paper, quickly sketch different ways to write the letters.
"Okay, so for the 'F', instead of a straight line, maybe | can make it wavy, like a river. For the 'O', |
could make it look like a droplet of water. Maybe the whole word looks like it's melting or
dripping."

4. Emphasize experimentation: "See? I'm just playing around. No right or wrong answers. Some
of these look weird, and that's okay. I'm just getting ideas down."

Part 2: The "We Do" - Collaborative Design (10-15 mins)

Educator and Learner's Role: Work together on a word Cherai finds interesting. This could be his
name, a favorite hobby (e.g., "SKATE"), or a powerful concept (e.g., "POWER").

1. Choose a word together: "Alright, let's pick a word to do together. What's a word you think is
cool?" Let him choose. Let's say he picks "STEALTH."

2. Brainstorm together: "Okay, 'STEALTH.' What does that word make you think of?" (e.g.,
shadows, quiet, sharp, invisible, ninjas, spies).

3. Collaborate on sketches: "How could we make the letters look stealthy? You take the 'S' and
'T,"and I'll try the 'E' and 'A.' What if the letters were broken, like they're hiding in the shadows?
Or maybe they're thin and sharp like a dagger?" Trade ideas and sketch on the same paper.
Encourage his ideas, no matter how unconventional. Validate his contributions: "That's a great
idea to make the 'T' look like a sword!"

4. Formative Assessment: This is a check for understanding. Is he grasping the concept of
matching style to meaning? Is he participating? If he's hesitant, offer a forced choice: "Should the
letters be thick and heavy or thin and light?"

Part 3: The "You Do" - Your Word, Your Art (10-15 mins)

Learner's Role: Cherai takes the lead to create his own piece of word art. This is where he gets full
creative control.

1. Provide Clear Instructions: "Now it's your turn. Pick any word you want—it could be your
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gamertag, a favorite character, a type of music, anything. Your mission is to create a finished
piece of art for that word on a clean sheet of paper. You can use any of the markers and pens we
have."

2. Support, Don't Direct: Be available for help but let him make the creative decisions. If he gets
stuck, ask questions instead of giving answers: "What feeling are you trying to create with that
letter? What's another way you could draw that line?"

3. Focus on Process, Not Perfection: Remind him, "This is about your style. If a line is shaky,
maybe that's part of the look. It could look like it's vibrating with energy."

I11. Conclusion (5-10 minutes)
Share and Recap

When he has a finished piece he's ready to share (it doesn't have to be perfect), transition to the
conclusion.

1. Show and Tell: Ask him to share his artwork. "This looks awesome. Tell me about it. Why did you
choose that word? What were you thinking when you designed the letters this way?"

2. Reinforce Key Concepts: "So today, we saw that handwriting isn't just about being neat. It's a
way to be creative and show a word's personality. You took a word and gave it a whole new style
based on your own ideas. That's exactly what professional designers do."

3. Connect to Future: "You could use this skill to design your own signature or 'tag,' create a cool
title page for something, or even just doodle in a notebook. It's your style."

Assessment & Success Criteria

¢ Formative (During Lesson): Observe learner's participation in the "We Do" activity. Are they
contributing ideas? Are they understanding how to manipulate letter shapes?
¢ Summative (End of Lesson): The finished "You Do" word art piece.

Success is defined by:

e Completion: The learner created a finished piece of word art.

¢ Creativity & Effort: The learner attempted to modify the letters to express the word's meaning.
It is not graded on artistic talent or neatness.

¢ Explanation: The learner can explain one or two choices they made in their design during the
recap.

Differentiation & Adaptability

¢ Scaffolding for Struggling Learners:
o Provide pre-drawn bubble letters that he can simply fill in with designs or colors that match
the word's meaning.
o Start with just his initials instead of a whole word.
o Use stencils to help create the basic letter forms, which he can then decorate and stylize.
¢ Extension for Advanced Learners:
o Challenge him to create a design that incorporates both the word and a simple image (e.qg.,
for the word "FIRE," the letters themselves are made of flames).
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o Introduce shading, 3D block lettering, or a specific lettering style like calligraphy or graffiti
art.

o Have him try the same project on a digital platform (like Procreate, Krita, or even Google
Drawings) if he is tech-inclined.
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