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Lesson Plan: A World of Christmas Wonders
Subject: Social Studies, Arts & Crafts

Target Learners: Daniella and Alisia (Ages 9-11)

Estimated Time: 60-90 minutes

Materials Needed
World map or globe
Computer or tablet with internet access (for viewing images/short videos)
Notebooks or paper and pencils/pens
For the "Traveler's Craft Kit" (Choose based on activities):

Construction paper (various colors)
Scissors and glue sticks
Crayons, markers, or colored pencils
Empty cardboard tubes (like from paper towels)
Cotton balls, glitter, yarn, pipe cleaners
Small paper bags or shoe boxes

Optional Resources:
Books about Christmas traditions around the world
Pre-printed fact sheets or worksheets about different countries
Snacks related to a specific country (e.g., cookies for Germany)

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

Describe at least three unique Christmas traditions from different countries.1.
Compare and contrast one new tradition with a tradition your family celebrates.2.
Create a craft or a "Travel Report" to teach someone else about a global Christmas celebration.3.

Lesson Activities

Part 1: Introduction - A Christmas Mystery (10 minutes)

Hook: Grab Your Passports!

Let's start with a fun question: What if, on Christmas Eve, you didn't hang a stocking by the fireplace?
What if you left your shoes on the doorstep instead? In some parts of the world, that's exactly what kids
do! Christmas is celebrated all over the planet, but not everyone does it the same way. Today, we are
going on an adventure to become world travelers and discover some of the amazing and different ways
people celebrate this special time of year.

Setting Our Flight Plan (Objectives)

Our mission today is to become Christmas detectives! We're going to:
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Explore traditions from three different countries.
Compare what we discover to what we do in our own home.
Create something awesome to share what we've learned.

Part 2: Body - Our World Tour (40-60 minutes)

Stop 1: Germany - The Guide's Tour (I Do - 10 minutes)

First, let's travel to Germany together. I'll be your tour guide! On our world map, let's find Germany.

In Germany, the Christmas season is a really big deal. Here are some cool facts:

Christmas Markets (Weihnachtsmärkte): Imagine entire town squares filled with little wooden
huts selling beautiful handmade ornaments, warm apple cider, and gingerbread cookies called
Lebkuchen. It's a magical festival of lights and smells!
St. Nicholas Day (Nikolaustag): On the night of December 5th, German children clean their
shoes and leave them outside their door. If they've been good, St. Nicholas fills them with nuts,
oranges, and chocolates.
The Christmas Tree (Tannenbaum): The tradition of bringing a fir tree inside and decorating it
started in Germany a long, long time ago!

(Educator shows pictures or a short video of a German Christmas market.)

Think about it: How is St. Nicholas Day a little like our tradition of Santa Claus and stockings?

Stop 2: Mexico - Traveling Together (We do - 10 minutes)

Now, let's fly across the ocean to Mexico! Find it on our map. Let's explore this country together.

In Mexico, the celebration is called Navidad, and it's full of parties and family.

Las Posadas: For nine nights before Christmas, people have processions that act out the story of
Mary and Joseph looking for a place to stay (a "posada" means inn or shelter). They sing songs
and are finally welcomed into a home for a party.
Piñatas: Many parties include a piñata, often shaped like a seven-pointed star to represent the
seven deadly sins. When kids break it, it showers them with candy and treats, symbolizing
blessings.
Poinsettias: Did you know the beautiful red flower we see everywhere at Christmas originally
came from Mexico? It's called "Flor de Nochebuena," or Christmas Eve Flower.

Let's Discuss: What parts of Las Posadas remind you of the Christmas story we know? What part
sounds the most fun?

Stop 3: Your Adventure! - Independent Exploration (You Do - 20-40 minutes)

It's your turn to be the tour guide! Daniella and Alisia, you will each choose a different country to visit
from this list. You will be our expert on that country!

Country Choices:

Italy (Hint: Look up La Befana, the Christmas Witch!)
Australia (Hint: How do you celebrate Christmas on a hot, sunny beach?)
Philippines (Hint: They have the longest Christmas season in the world!)
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Ethiopia (Hint: They celebrate Christmas on a different day!)

Your Mission:

Use the books or websites I've shared to find out the answers to these three questions:

What is one special holiday food they eat?1.
Who brings gifts to children? (Is it Santa Claus or someone else?)2.
What is one unique tradition that makes their celebration special?3.

Your Project - Choose ONE way to share what you learned:

Option A: Create a "Travel Report." Write down the answers to the questions and draw a
picture of the most interesting tradition. Prepare to present it like a real news reporter.
Option B: Make a "Tradition in a Box." Decorate a small box or paper bag to look like it came
from your country. Create a craft that represents a tradition and put it inside. (Example: For Italy,
you could make a simple broomstick for La Befana out of a paper tube and yarn).

Success looks like this: You can clearly explain your country's traditions and show us your awesome
creation!

Part 3: Conclusion - The Traveler's Showcase (10-15 minutes)

Share and Celebrate

Welcome back, world travelers! It's time for our showcase. Each of you will present your Travel Report
or your Tradition in a Box. Let's listen carefully and be ready to ask one question to the presenter.

(Daniella and Alisia take turns presenting their findings to each other and the educator.)

Recap and Reflection

Wow, that was an amazing trip around the world! Let's quickly recap what we saw:

In Germany, we saw Christmas markets and shiny shoes.
In Mexico, we heard about Las Posadas and broke open piñatas.
And we learned all about [Country 1] from Daniella and [Country 2] from Alisia!

Final thought: Even though people around the world have so many different ways to celebrate—from
witches to beach parties—what is one thing that seems to be the same in almost every celebration?
(Guide them toward answers like family, love, light, giving, and joy.)

Assessment
Formative (During the lesson): Observe participation in discussions about Germany and
Mexico. Check for understanding as they begin their independent research.
Summative (End of lesson): The "Travel Report" or "Tradition in a Box" presentation serves as
the final assessment. Did they accurately describe at least one tradition from their chosen
country? Were they able to teach others what they learned?
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Differentiation & Adaptability
For Extra Support: Provide a pre-printed fact sheet with key information highlighted. Offer a
template for the craft (e.g., a simple doll outline for an Italian Befana, or a sun-and-Santa coloring
page for Australia) to reduce the creative burden and focus on the information.
For an Extra Challenge: Encourage learners to find a short, kid-friendly song or phrase in the
language of their chosen country to teach the group. They could also write a postcard "from" their
country describing their experience.
For Different Contexts: In a larger class, this "You Do" activity can be done in pairs. In a virtual
setting, students can create a one-slide digital presentation instead of a physical craft.


