Hands-On Ancient Egypt Lesson Plan: Archaeology Dig Activity for Kids / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

Pyramid Investigators: Uncovering the
Secrets of Ancient Egypt

Materials Needed:

¢ A shoebox or plastic container (the "dig site")

Sand, dry soil, or shredded paper to fill the box

Small "artifacts" to bury: a small plastic cat (Bastet), a bead (jewelry), a small piece of fabric (linen
for mummification), a sugar cube (building blocks for pyramids), a coin (pharaoh's head), a small
drawing of an eye on a pebble (Eye of Horus), a feather (Ma'at)

A paintbrush or small, soft brush for excavating

A world map or globe

Index cards or small pieces of paper

Pencil or pen

Optional: A simple hieroglyph alphabet chart (easily found online)

Lesson Plan

1. Introduction (10 minutes)
Hook: The Archaeological Dig

Educator says: "Forget history books for a minute... today, you are a world-famous archaeologist!
We've just received a tip about a hidden tomb that has been sealed for thousands of years. Your
mission, if you choose to accept it, is to carefully excavate the site and uncover the clues left behind by
the ancient Egyptians. Are you ready to see what treasures are inside?"

Present the student with the "dig site" box. Give them the paintbrush and explain that real
archaeologists work very slowly and carefully so they don't break anything. Let them gently brush away
the sand to discover the "artifacts" one by one. Encourage them to set each object aside carefully.

Learning Objectives
Educator says: "As we investigate our amazing finds, our goals for today are:"

e To be able to find ancient Egypt on a map.
e To explain what an 'artifact' is and how it teaches us about the past.
e To describe at least two amazing things about life in ancient Egypt.

2. Body (20-25 minutes)
I Do: "I'm the Expert Historian" (5 minutes)

Educator says: "Wow, what an incredible find! These objects you've uncovered are called 'artifacts.'
An artifact is anything made or used by people in the past. They are like puzzle pieces that help us
understand what life was like long ago."

"Let's look at where these artifacts came from." Use the map or globe to show Egypt. Point out the Nile
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River. "This is Egypt. Thousands of years ago, one of the world's first great civilizations grew right here
along this long river, the Nile. All the things you found tell a story about the people who lived there."

Pick up one of the artifacts, for example, the feather. "This feather is a clue. In ancient Egypt, they
believed in a goddess of truth named Ma'at, who was often shown with a feather. This tells us that truth
and fairness were very important to them."

We Do: "Let's Investigate Together"” (10 minutes)

Educator says: "Now let's be detectives together. Let's look at the other artifacts and see what clues
they give us."

Go through the artifacts one by one, asking guiding questions to prompt discussion:

¢ (Holding the cat figure): "What is this? The Egyptians loved cats. They saw them as special
protectors, and they even had a cat goddess named Bastet. What does this tell us about their
daily life?"

¢ (Holding the sugar cube): "This looks like a block. What giant buildings are famous in Egypt?
(Pyramids!) This reminds us of the huge stone blocks they used to build tombs for their kings, the
pharaohs."

¢ (Holding the coin): "Who is on our coins today? (Presidents, queens). The most powerful person
in ancient Egypt was the pharaoh. They were like a king and were seen as a god on Earth!"

¢ (Holding the fabric): "What do you think they might have used this linen fabric for? (Clothing,
blankets). They also used it to wrap mummies to preserve their bodies for the afterlife!"

Quick Formative Assessment: During this discussion, check for understanding by asking questions
like, "So, what's an artifact again?" and "What was the name of the river that was so important to

Egypt?"
You Do: "You're the Museum Curator" (5-10 minutes)

Educator says: "You've done such a great job as an archaeologist, now you're going to be a museum
curator. A curator is someone who takes care of artifacts and teaches people about them. Choose your
favorite artifact that you discovered."

"Your job is to create a 'Museum Exhibit Card' for your artifact. On an index card, write down three
things:"

1. What is it? (Name of the artifact)
2. What was it used for? (Or what does it represent?)
3. What does it teach us about ancient Egypt?

Success Criteria: A successful museum card will clearly name the object, describe its purpose in a
simple sentence, and connect it to a fact about ancient Egyptian life (e.g., religion, pharaohs, buildings).

3. Conclusion (5 minutes)

Recap and Share

Educator says: "Our museum is now open! Please present your artifact and tell me what you wrote on
your exhibit card."

Have the student share their work. Give positive feedback on their discoveries.
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Educator says: "Let's quickly recap our mission. Tell me what you remember:"

e Can you point to Egypt on the map for me one more time?
¢ In your own words, what is an artifact?
¢ Tell me one fascinating thing you learned about the ancient Egyptians today.

Reinforce Takeaway

Educator says: "Incredible work today, Investigator! You didn't just learn about history, you acted like
a real historian. By looking at clues, or artifacts, you pieced together a story about people who lived
thousands of years ago. There are still mysteries buried under the sand in Egypt, waiting for the next
great archaeologist to find them!"

Differentiation and Adaptability

¢ For Struggling Learners (Scaffolding): Provide a template for the Museum Exhibit Card with
sentence starters like "Thisisa ___." and "It teaches us that the Egyptians ___." A word bank with
terms like 'Pharaoh,' 'Pyramid,' 'Goddess,' and 'Mummy' can also be helpful.

¢ For Advanced Learners (Extension): Encourage the student to write a short story from the
perspective of their artifact's owner. They could also use the hieroglyph chart to try and write the
name of their artifact or a short secret message on the back of their card.

¢ Classroom/Group Adaptation: Each student or small group gets their own "dig site" (a small
cup or section of a larger bin). They can then trade and discuss their artifacts with each other
before creating their museum cards. The class can then set up a full "museum" and do a gallery
walk to see everyone's discoveries.

Assessment

e Formative: Observations during the "We Do" discussion and answers to recap questions.

¢ Summative: The "Museum Exhibit Card" serves as the final assessment. It demonstrates the
student's ability to identify an artifact, describe its function, and connect it to a key concept of
ancient Egyptian civilization, meeting the learning objectives.
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