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Global Christmas Explorers: Traditions Around
the World
Materials Needed

Access to the internet/library books about world cultures or specific countries (e.g., Germany,
Mexico, Australia, or others like the Philippines, Sweden, Iceland).
Large World Map or printouts of continental maps.
Art supplies (paper, colored pencils, markers, glue).
Printable or hand-drawn 'Global Holiday Passport' templates (one per student/learner).
"Tradition Comparison Chart" (simple chart with columns for Country, Main Meal, Gift-Giver,
Special Activity).

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, learners will be able to:

Identify and describe unique Christmas or winter holiday traditions in at least three countries1.
outside their own culture.
Compare and contrast global holiday customs regarding dates, food, and specific ceremonial2.
practices.
Create a detailed "Global Holiday Passport" entry, demonstrating knowledge of a newly3.
researched country's seasonal celebration.

Success Criteria
You know you have succeeded when:

You can name a summer Christmas tradition and a cold-weather Christmas tradition.
Your Tradition Comparison Chart is fully completed for the two assigned countries (Germany and
Mexico).
Your final Passport entry includes at least five interesting facts about your chosen country’s
holiday celebrations.

Lesson Procedure

Part 1: Introduction (10 minutes)

Hook: The Summer Christmas

Educator Talk: "Quick question: What's the weather like during Christmas where you live? Cold? Snow?
Now, imagine waking up on Christmas morning, putting on your swim trunks or shorts, and running
outside to have a barbecue! Does that sound like Christmas? For millions of people in places like
Australia, it absolutely is! Today, we are going to become world travelers and discover how different
cultures celebrate the winter holidays."

Stating Objectives

We are going to travel the globe virtually, collect facts about traditions, and fill our special Global
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Holiday Passports!

Part 2: Content Delivery & Modeling (I Do) (15 minutes)

I Do: Exploring Australia (The Model)

Method: Multi-sensory explanation using a map and verbal description.

Step 1: Locate it. Point to Australia on the map. Explain that since it’s in the Southern Hemisphere,
December is the middle of summer.

Step 2: Key Facts. Explain the concept of a summer Christmas. While they still have decorated trees,
the atmosphere is very different. Santa often wears lighter clothes! Many people celebrate with a huge
barbecue (BBQ) on the beach or outside, often eating seafood and pavlova (a large meringue dessert).

Step 3: Passport Example. The educator models filling out the first entry on their own Passport
template (or on a whiteboard/screen), listing the country, the main food (BBQ/Pavlova), and a unique
activity (Beach Day).

Formative Assessment Check: "Why is the food so different in Australia compared to ours?" (Answer
should relate to the temperature/season.)

Part 3: Guided Practice (We Do) (25 minutes)

We Do: Comparing Traditions (Germany and Mexico)

Activity: Cultural Comparison Chart

Step 1: Introduction of New Countries. Point out Germany (Europe) and Mexico (North America) on
the map. Explain that we will be comparing their traditions to Australia's and our own.

Step 2: Guided Research. Learners work individually or in small groups (if in a classroom) to research
the following for Germany and Mexico, filling out their Tradition Comparison Chart:

Germany: Find out about the Adventskranz (Advent Wreath) and the specific date St. Nicholas
Day (Dec 6th) is celebrated. What do they eat at Christmas Markets?
Mexico: Find out about Las Posadas (the nine-day procession) and the tradition of breaking
Piñatas. What is the traditional Christmas Eve meal?

Instruction Break-Down: "Use your resources (books or internet) to find one food, one gift-giver, and
one special activity for both Germany and Mexico. Write them clearly in your comparison chart."

Active Learning: Discussion and Feedback

Activity: Think-Pair-Share (or Educator Q&A)

Ask learners to share one surprising fact they found about Mexico or Germany.

Scaffolding/Feedback: If they focus only on familiar elements (like trees), prompt them: "What
about the special parades or the extra gift-giver before Christmas Day?"

Part 4: Independent Application (You Do) (30 minutes)
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You Do: The Global Passport Project

Task: Learners must choose one entirely new country (suggestions: Japan, Sweden, Philippines, Iceland,
Brazil) to research. They will create a complete entry for this country in their Global Holiday Passport.

Requirements for the Passport Entry:

Country Name and Flag (sketched).1.
Date of Celebration (Is it Dec 25th or another day?).2.
Name of the Gift Giver (e.g., Santa, Yule Lads, Three Kings).3.
One Traditional Holiday Food Item.4.
One Unique Cultural Tradition (e.g., lighting candles, specific dances, unique decorations).5.

Differentiation:

Scaffolding (Struggling Learners): Provide three pre-selected country fact sheets to choose
from (e.g., simple facts about Italy's La Befana) to minimize the research required.
Extension (Advanced Learners): Require learners to research the origin or history of the
tradition (e.g., why do Filipinos start celebrating in September?) and include a greeting in the
country's native language.

Part 5: Conclusion and Assessment (10 minutes)

Closure and Recap (Tell them what you taught)

Activity: Travel Show Share

Learners share their new Passport entry, presenting the most fascinating tradition they found in their
chosen country. Encourage them to act like a travel host explaining why someone should visit that
country during the holidays.

Educator Talk: "Wow, we traveled from the sunny beaches of Australia to the warm processions of
Mexico and the special market traditions of Germany. We learned that the holiday season isn't just one
way; it's a huge, diverse party that looks different everywhere, but the central idea of giving and
spending time together is universal!"

Summative Assessment

Review the completed Global Holiday Passport entries against the Success Criteria (Did they meet the
five required facts?). Use the comparison chart to verify understanding of key differences between the
cultures studied.

Quick Exit Ticket Question: If you could choose one international Christmas food to try right now,
what would it be and why?


