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Detective Facts: Analyzing Real-World
Information

Grade Level Focus: Early Elementary (Ages 6-8)

Time Allotment: 45-60 minutes

Materials Needed

e A short, age-appropriate informational text (about 3-5 paragraphs) focusing on a simple real-world
occurrence (e.g., "The Importance of Recycling," "How Clouds Make Rain," or "Why Birds
Migrate").

¢ "Fact Finder" Graphic Organizer (A simple sheet divided into three boxes: 1. Fact | Found, 2. The
Real-World Situation/Occurrence, 3. Why It Matters to Me).

¢ Highlighters, crayons, or colored pencils (two different colors).

¢ Small whiteboard or large sheets of paper.

¢ Sentence Starter Cards (for scaffolding: e.g., "The book says that...", "A problem this creates is...",
"This matters because...").

Learning Objectives (Success Criteria)

Tell them what you'll teach: By the end of this lesson, you will be a Fact Detective! You will be able
to read a non-fiction story and figure out what real-life things are happening and why they are
important.

Success Criteria: | know | am successful if | can:

1. Identify at least two facts in the text using one color highlighter.
2. Name the main real-world situation or problem the text talks about.
3. Explain, using my own words, why that situation matters to me, my family, or my community.

Lesson Introduction (10 minutes)

Hook: The Mystery Bag

Educator Action: Hold up a familiar object (like a plastic bottle or a crumpled piece of paper). Ask
learners:

¢ "Imagine you found this on the ground. This isn't just trash; it tells a story! What real-life things
are happening when people throw things away?" (A waste problem, a recycling opportunity,
littering.)

e "Today, we are going to learn how to read books like detectives. We won't just look for fun words;
we'll look for facts that tell us about real things happening right now in the world—Ilike why we
need to recycle!"
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Reviewing Non-Fiction

¢ Instruction: Briefly review the difference between fiction (made-up) and non-fiction (real facts).
We are focusing on non-fiction because it tells us about the world around us.

e Transition: "To be a great Fact Detective, we need to know how to find the important information
and then figure out the big picture."

Lesson Body: Fact Detective Training (35 minutes)

| Do: Modeling the Analysis (10 minutes)
Concept Focus: Identifying facts (occurrences) and analyzing their relevance (real-world issue).

Educator Action (Modeling): The educator reads a short sample text aloud (perhaps 2-3 sentences
about rain or weather). Use highlighters to demonstrate the process.

Example Modeling Steps:

1. Read and Find Facts (Occurrence): "l am going to read this text about water. 'The sun heats
up puddles and lakes, and the water turns into invisible vapor that goes up into the sky.' Ah!
That's a real fact about the world! | will use my yellow highlighter to mark that fact.”

2. Ask: What’s the Situation/Issue? "Now, what is this text actually *about*? It's about how water
moves! The real-world occurrence is the 'Water Cycle.' I'll write that in the middle box of my
organizer."

3. Analyze Relevance (Why It Matters): "Why does knowing about the water cycle matter to me?
If | know how water works, | know why sometimes it rains and | need to wear boots! It matters
because | need water to drink and my garden needs water to grow. I'll write that in the third box."

We Do: Guided Practice (15 minutes)
Activity: Partner Detective Work

Instruction: Introduce the main informational text. Hand out the "Fact Finder" graphic organizers and
highlighters/crayons (Color A for Facts, Color B for Situations).

e Read Together: Educator reads the text aloud again, pausing after each paragraph.
Fact Finding (Color A): Learners highlight one important fact they hear.

o Interactive Check: "Fact Detectives, put your thumb up if you found a fact! What fact did

you find?" (Check for alignment.)

Identifying the Situation (Box 2): Discuss the meaning of the facts. What real-world problem
or situation is the author describing? (e.g., If the text is about deforestation: The situation is that
forests are shrinking.)
Think-Pair-Share/Discussion: Have learners discuss their answers for Box 3: "Why does the
shrinking forest matter to us?" (It means animals lose homes; the air might not be as clean.)
¢ Record: Learners fill in Boxes 1 and 2 of their organizer with guidance.

You Do: Independent Application (10 minutes)
Activity: Solving the Local Mystery

Instruction: Learners look at a brief summary (or the last paragraph) of the text one last time. They
focus on filling out Box 3 completely on their own.
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e Task: Choose the most important real-world issue discussed and describe its personal relevance
(Box 3).

¢ Choice & Autonomy: Learners may choose to write their answer or draw a picture that explains
why the issue matters to them (e.g., drawing themselves planting a tree if the issue was
deforestation).

Lesson Conclusion and Assessment (10 minutes)

Recap and Review

Tell them what you taught: "Great job, Fact Detectives! We learned that informational books don't
just give us facts, they tell us about things that are really happening in our world!"

¢ Ask: What is the first thing a Fact Detective does when they read? (Find the fact!)
e Ask: What is the second thing? (Figure out the real-life situation!)

Formative Assessment: Quick Check
3-2-1 Exit Ticket Reflection: Use index cards or sticky notes.

e 3: Write or draw 3 facts you remember from today's text.

e 2: Write 2 things you learned about the real-world issue.

¢ 1: Write 1 action you could take because of what you learned (e.g., recycle bottles, turn off the
water).

Summative Assessment

The completed "Fact Finder" Graphic Organizer, particularly the relevance section (Box 3), serves as the
summative assessment to gauge if the learner successfully analyzed the real-world issue and its
personal impact.

Differentiation and Adaptability

Scaffolding for Struggling Learners (Homeschool/Classroom)

¢ Pre-selection: Before the lesson, use a light pencil to underline the most important facts in the
text.

¢ Sentence Starters: Provide Sentence Starter Cards (e.g., "The problem affects me because...")
for verbal and written answers.

¢ Visual Aids: Use simple images or photos to illustrate the real-world issue (e.g., a picture of a
crowded landfill if the text is about trash).

Extensions for Advanced Learners (Challenge)

¢ Research a Solution: Once the real-world issue is identified (e.g., plastic pollution), the learner
can spend time researching one small, concrete solution or a group working on that issue.

¢ Create a Public Service Announcement (PSA): Have the learner design a simple poster or
deliver a short 30-second speech explaining the real-world issue and why their
family/class/community should care.

e Comparative Analysis: Provide a second, very short non-fiction text on a related topic and ask
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them to compare and contrast the real-world occurrences presented in both texts.

December 7, 2025 - Page 4 of 4



