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The Treasure Hunt: Extracting Significant
Information

Materials Needed

e Two distinct text excerpts (e.g., a news article, a brief historical passage, or a technical manual
section).

Highlighters or colored pens (at least two colors per learner).

Index cards or sticky notes.

"Inquiry Grid" template (simple T-chart template).

Timer (optional, for pacing).

Introduction: Setting the Stage (Tell Them What You'll Teach)

The Information Overload Challenge

Imagine you have to brief the entire class (or your family/team) on a complex topic, but you only have
60 seconds. You can't read the whole document! How do you find the absolute most important pieces of
information quickly so you can teach others? That skill is called 'extracting significant information.'
Learning Objectives (KSA)

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

* Knowledge (K): Define and differentiate between the main idea, significant supporting evidence,
and minor details.

e Skills (S): Successfully locate, highlight, and summarize the main idea and at least three pieces
of significant supporting evidence from a complex text.

o Attitude (A): Value and consistently apply efficient reading strategies to save time and improve
comprehension.

Success Criteria

You will know you are successful when your completed "Inquiry Grid" accurately captures the primary
purpose of the text and the three strongest arguments or facts supporting that purpose.

Lesson Body: The Extraction Process

Phase 1: | Do (Modeling the Strategy)
Strategy Focus: The Main Idea Filter

The goal is to filter out the unnecessary 'fluff' and find the critical pieces. We will use a color-coding
system to visualize this importance:
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1. Read the Text: Read the first text excerpt completely without highlighting. Ask: "What is the
author trying to tell me about?"

2. ldentify the Main Idea (Red Flag): Reread, focusing on topic sentences. Use the red
highlighter to mark one sentence that holds the primary message. (Educator models thinking
aloud: "This sentence states the main thesis of the entire passage. It's the most critical piece.")

3. ldentify Significant Support (Blue Evidence): Reread again. Use the blue highlighter to mark
2-3 specific facts, examples, statistics, or reasons that directly prove or explain the main idea.
(Educator models: "This statistic is crucial because without it, the main idea is just an opinion. This
is significant support.")

4. Ignore the Minor Details: Skip any background history, lengthy descriptions, or repeated ideas.
If removing the sentence doesn't destroy the main message, it's not significant.

Modeling Application: The educator reads Text Excerpt 1 and visibly uses the highlighters, explaining
*why* certain sentences are chosen and others are ignored.

Phase 2: We Do (Guided Practice with the Inquiry Grid)
Activity: Collaborative Extraction

1. Shared Reading: Learners and the educator read Text Excerpt 2 together.

2. Think-Pair-Share/Discussion: After reading, use guiding questions: "If you could only keep one
sentence, which one is it? Why?" (Identifying the main idea). "What pieces of evidence jump out
that make the main idea believable?" (Identifying significant support).

3. Filling the Grid: Together, transfer the identified significant information onto the Inquiry Grid (a
simple T-chart).

Inquiry Grid Template

Main Idea/Thesis (In your own words) Significant Supporting Evidence (3 key points)
(Collaboratively summarized) 1. (Direct quote or paraphrase)
2. (Direct quote or paraphrase)

3. (Direct quote or paraphrase)

Formative Check: Review the collaborative grid. Does every piece of evidence directly relate to and
strengthen the main idea? If not, discuss why it might be a minor detail instead.

Phase 3: You Do (Independent Application)
Activity: The Solo Treasure Hunt

Learners choose a third text (or a provided choice of texts based on preference—e.g., science article vs.
history passage).

1. Independent Extraction: Learners individually apply the color-coding strategy (Red for Main
Idea, Blue for Support) to the new text.

2. Card Summaries: Using index cards or sticky notes, the learner writes the summarized main
idea on one card and the three significant supporting points (one per card) on the remaining three
cards. This activity shifts learning from visual (highlighting) to kinesthetic (writing and sorting).

3. Submission: The learner attaches their four summary cards to the original highlighted text.

December 9, 2025 - Page 2 of 3



Reading Comprehension Lesson: Extracting Main Ideas and Significant Supporting Evidence / Lesson Planner /

LearningCorner.co

Conclusion and Review (Tell Them What You Taught)

Recap: The Essential Four
Ask learners to hold up their four cards/notes. Review the primary steps:

Read for overall understanding.

Identify the one essential Main Idea.

Find the three pieces of evidence that make the main idea believable.
Filter out everything else!

W=

Why This Matters

This isn't just for school papers. When do you need to extract significant information in real life?
(Examples: Reading a legal document, summarizing meeting notes for a colleague, understanding a
political platform, quickly grasping instructions for assembling furniture.)

Summative Assessment

The successful completion and accuracy of the four index cards from the independent practice (Phase 3)
will serve as the summative assessment, demonstrating mastery of the K and S objectives. The content
on the cards must align with the essential meaning of the chosen text.

Differentiation and Adaptability

Scaffolding (For Learners Needing Support)

¢ Pre-highlighted Text: Provide a text where the main idea is already marked, focusing the
learner only on finding the three pieces of significant support.

¢ Sentence Starters: Provide starters for the summary cards (e.g., "The author’s primary
argument is...," "Evidence point one states...").

¢ Shorter Texts: Use paragraphs that are no more than 5-7 sentences long.

Extension (For Advanced Learners)

¢ Contrasting Views: Provide an opinion piece and challenge the learner to extract the three
significant arguments *for* the author’s position and the three significant counter-arguments the
author refutes.

¢ Synthesis Challenge: Provide two separate short articles on the *same* general topic. Learners
must extract the significant information from both and synthesize a single, combined summary
that draws on evidence from both sources.
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