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The Punctuation Playbook: Scoring with
Clarity
Materials Needed

Index cards or small pieces of paper (8-10)
Markers or pens
Paper or digital document for writing the final script
A short, confusing sentence or paragraph written without punctuation (to be used in the Hook)
Optional: Timer or stopwatch (for practice drills)

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, learners will be able to:

Identify the roles of the Period, Comma, Exclamation Point, and Question Mark within a sentence.1.
Apply the four target punctuation marks correctly to improve sentence clarity and meaning.2.
Explain how missing or misplaced punctuation can change the "meaning" of a communication (the3.
"play").

Introduction (Tell them what you’ll teach)

Hook: The Confusing Halftime Announcement (Auditory/Scenario)

Educator Action (I do): Read the following sentence quickly and without any pauses or punctuation
(acting rushed and out of breath):

The coach yelled run down the field stop the ball now who has the strength to score

Discussion (We do):

Q: What did that announcement mean? Was it easy to follow?
Q: If you were a player, what action would you take first? (Wait for responses about confusion.)
Relevance Connection: Communication in football needs to be immediate, clear, and precise.
Punctuation is the coach's headset—it ensures the message gets across correctly. Today, we are
learning the essential players on the Punctuation Team so our "plays" (sentences) always score.

Success Criteria

You will know you are successful when you can write a short, exciting football commentary script where
every sentence ends correctly, and commas are used perfectly to guide the reader through the action.
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Body: The Punctuation Game Plan (Teach it)

Phase 1: I Do (Modeling the Punctuation Players)

Activity: Building the Roster

Educator guides the learner to write the following four punctuation marks on separate index cards,
assigning them a football role:

Punctuation Player Football Role/Analogy Function in a Sentence

. (Period/Full Stop) The Final Whistle/End Zone. Signals the end of a completed thought or play (a statement).

, (Comma) The Huddle/The Quick Pass. Forces a brief pause for breath and clarity; used to separate items in a list
or distinct parts of a sentence.

! (Exclamation Point) The Touchdown Spike/Big Hit. Shows strong emotion, surprise, or great excitement (a celebratory play).

? (Question Mark) The Coach's Inquiry/The Interception. Asks for information or identifies a challenge/question.

Phase 2: We Do (Guided Practice: Punctuation Drills)

Activity 1: The Punctuation Relay

Goal: Practice identifying the correct "player" to end the "play" (sentence).

Educator reads a sentence aloud (the "Play").1.
Learner quickly holds up the corresponding Punctuation Player card (. , ! ?).2.
Example Plays:3.

The quarterback threw a spiral down the field (Learner holds up: .)
Did the referee call a penalty (Learner holds up: ?)
What an amazing game-winning catch (Learner holds up: !)

Activity 2: The Comma Huddle (Sequencing)

Focus: Using commas to separate items in a list (sequential actions).

Educator Modeling: "When the runner broke away, he had to dodge tackles, jump over bodies, and
sprint toward the goal line." (We need commas to list the specific, quick actions he took.)

Guided Practice: Cherai/Learner completes the following play:

For the halftime show the band played loud music marched in formation and spelled out GO
TEAM on the field.
(Correction: For the halftime show, the band played loud music, marched in formation, and
spelled out GO TEAM on the field.)

Formative Assessment Check: Ask the learner, "What happens if we remove the commas from that
list? Does the sentence feel choppy or confusing?" (Listen for answers related to clarity and
breathing/pausing.)

Phase 3: You Do (Independent Practice: Scripting the Game)

Activity: Writing the Game Day Script
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Instructions: Cherai/Learner must write a short script (5-7 sentences) describing a high-stakes
moment in a football game. They must use each of the four punctuation players (. , ! ?) at least once.

Success Criteria Review: Remind the learner to check that every sentence ends correctly and that
they use commas appropriately when listing actions or details.

Scenario Option (Choice/Autonomy): The learner can choose one of the following scenarios:

A dramatic turnover in the last minute of the 4th quarter.
A lengthy touchdown drive that includes several penalties and timeouts.
The moment the coach gives the team a motivational speech in the locker room.

Differentiation - Scaffolding (If struggling): Provide a "skeleton script" where the sentences are
written out, but the learner only fills in the punctuation marks at the blanks.

Differentiation - Extension (If proficient): Challenge the learner to include semicolons (;) to
separate two closely related independent clauses about the game, introducing the concept of the "Half-
Time Clause."

Conclusion (Tell them what you taught)

Closure Activity: The Instant Replay (Recap)

Educator Action: Ask the learner to review their Game Day Script and verbally identify two sentences
where the punctuation was crucial to the meaning.

Q&A: The Power of the Pause

Q: If the Period is the Final Whistle, what does the Comma represent? (A quick
pass/huddle/pause.)
Q: Which punctuation mark is the most emotional, and why is it important in sports commentary?
(The Exclamation Point, showing excitement.)

Summative Assessment & Feedback

Review the learner's Game Day Script against the success criteria.

Feedback Focus: Provide specific, immediate feedback. For example: "Your use of the Exclamation
Point after 'He scores' was perfect! Next time, ensure you use the comma to separate the descriptive
phrases at the beginning of the sentence, like 'Tired and sweating, the defense lined up.'"

Next Steps

The next lesson will introduce the Apostrophe (The Possession Marker: Whose ball is it?) and the
Semicolon (The Power Block: Connecting two plays).


