Score Big with Grammar: Writing Thrilling Match Reports Using Powerful Verbs & Adjectives / Lesson Planner /

LearningCorner.co

The Grammar Goal: Writing the Ultimate
Match Report

Materials Needed

Paper or digital writing tool (e.g., computer, tablet)

Pens, pencils, or highlighters

Printouts or display of a short, simple (weakly written) match report excerpt (provided in the Body
section)

Timer (optional, for timed writing activities)

A list of football-related "Power Verbs" and "Action Adjectives" (provided in the Body section)

Learning Objectives (The Game Plan)

By the end of this lesson, learners will be able to:

1. Identify and use at least five powerful verbs (replacing common verbs like 'ran' or 'kicked').

2. Accurately sequence events in a short narrative using temporal connectives (e.g., 'first,'
'suddenly," 'finally').

3. Write a descriptive paragraph (a match commentary) adhering to success criteria focused on
descriptive language.

Introduction (Warm-Up & Hook)

The Scenario: The Boring Broadcast

Educator Hook: Imagine you are listening to a live football match, but the commentator only says
boring things like, “The player moved the ball. He hit the ball. The ball went in the goal.” Would you
keep listening?

Today, we are training to become expert English commentators and sports reporters. Our job is to use
incredible vocabulary and clear sentence structure to make even the simplest goal sound thrilling. We
are turning weak language into world-class reporting!

Success Criteria (What Makes a Winning Report?)
A successful match report paragraph must:

e Use at least 3 "Power Verbs" (stronger than common verbs).
¢ Use at least 2 descriptive "Action Adjectives."

e Use a temporal connective to link actions (sequencing).

¢ Be capitalized and punctuated correctly.

Body: Content and Practice (Training Drills)

Phase 1: | Do (Modeling - The Verb Volley)

Concept Focus: Powerful Verbs (Year 4/5 Focus: Expanding Vocabulary)
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Educator Modeling: | am going to show you how a weak sentence can be transformed into a dynamic
one just by swapping one verb. Our goal is to replace common verbs with '‘Goal Verbs' that give a clear
visual picture.

¢ Weak Sentence: The striker ran down the wing.
¢ Goal Verb List (Power Bench): Sprint, Dash, Race, Hurtled, Accelerated.
¢ Strong Sentence: The striker sprinted down the wing, leaving the defender behind.

Activity: Verb Swap Demonstration

Let's swap common verbs for football context:

| Weak Verb ” Goal Verb (Stronger) || Example Use |
| Kicked ” Volleyed, Struck, Thundered || He thundered the ball past the keeper. |
| Stopped Intercepted, Blocked, Smothered || The goalkeeper smothered the shot. |
| Moved ” Dribbled, Glided, Maneuvered || He dribbled around three players. |

Formative Check: Ask the learner to take the word "pass" and give you two Goal Verbs that mean
"pass" but describe how quickly or accurately it was done (e.g., threaded, slotted).

Phase 2: We Do (Guided Practice - Match Analysis)

Concept Focus: Temporal Connectives and Adjectives (Year 4/5 Focus: Sequencing and
Description)

Activity: Fixing the Poor Report

Read the following excerpt from a fictional, poorly written match report (The ‘Boring’ Report):

The game started slow. A player got the ball. He ran forward fast. He then kicked the ball hard into the
goal. The fans were happy.

Instructions (Think-Pair-Share adapted for Homeschool/Classroom):

1. Identify all the weak words (verbs and adjectives like 'slow,' 'fast,' '"happy,' 'ran’).

Now, let's add Action Adjectives to describe players and actions (e.g., nimble, powerful, frantic).

3. Finally, let's use Temporal Connectives (First, Next, Suddenly, Immediately) to sequence the
actions clearly.

N

Guided Revision Example:

¢ "The game started slow" -> "The first half began with a frantic pace." (Adds adjective and
connective).

e "He ran forward fast" -> "Suddenly, the nimble winger sprinted toward the box." (Adds
connective, adjective, and Goal Verb).

Together, rewrite the excerpt until it meets the Success Criteria.
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Phase 3: You Do (Independent Application - The Super Sub)
Concept Focus: Composition and Cohesion
Activity: The Goal Moment

The learner will now write a short, high-impact paragraph (5-7 sentences) describing a fictional match-
winning goal scored by their favorite player or team (e.g., describing a goal by Messi, Ronaldo, or a local
club star).

Instruction: Focus on one sequence of events—from the interception to the goal being scored. Your
goal is to make the reader feel the excitement and tension using the language tools we practiced.

Assessment Task Checklist (Aligns with Success Criteria):
Self-Check before submission:

Did | use at least 3 "Goal Verbs"? (Highlight them yellow)

Did | use at least 2 descriptive "Action Adjectives"? (Highlight them blue)
Did | use a temporal connective (e.g., Suddenly, Immediately, Finally)?
Is the action easy to follow?

il A

Conclusion (The Final Whistle)

Recap and Sharing

Learner Presentation: Ask the learner to read their match report paragraph aloud with the
enthusiasm of a commentator.

Educator Feedback: Provide specific feedback aligned with the Success Criteria (e.g., "l loved how you
used the verb 'thundered’; that created a clear picture of the shot's power!").

Summary

We learned today that simply knowing the action isn't enough; using precise and exciting English
vocabulary (our Power Words) is what separates a boring story from a thrilling report. We transformed
simple verbs into Goal Verbs and added powerful description to sequence a complex action clearly.

Differentiation and Extensions

Scaffolding (For Struggling Learners or Younger Contexts)

* Pre-Made Sentence Frames: Provide skeleton sentences where the learner only needs to fill in
the Power Verb and Action Adjective (e.g., "The defender ___ the ball toward the box.").

¢ Color Coding: Have the learner use different colored pens or highlighters for different word types
(Verbs=Red, Adjectives=Blue, Connectives=Green) during the composition phase.

Extension (For Advanced Learners or Classroom Contexts)

¢ Figurative Language Challenge: Introduce similes and metaphors. Challenge the learner to
include one simile or metaphor in their report (e.g., "The ball flew into the net like a cannonball."
or "The winger was a cheetah on the grass.").
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¢ Punctuation Power: Challenge the learner to use a dash (-) or parenthesis ( ) to include an
interesting aside or detail, demonstrating advanced punctuation use.

e Oral Commentary: Have the learner deliver their written paragraph as a 60-second recorded or
live commentary, focusing on pacing and emphasis.

Summative Assessment

The summative assessment is the final Match Report Paragraph completed in the "You Do" phase.
Evaluate the paragraph using the established Success Criteria checklist.
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