Critical Thinking Lesson Plan: Train Your Detective Mind / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

Detective Mind: Learning to Think Like a
Super Sleuth

Materials Needed

Index cards or small pieces of paper (approx. 15)

Pencils, crayons, or markers

One common, simple object (e.g., an apple, a favorite block, a toy car) for the 'l Do' section
One opaque bag or small box (the "Mystery Box")

Optional: Magnifying glass, timer/stopwatch

Optional: Worksheet templates for the "Evidence Wall" activity (simple T-chart or graphic
organizer)

Introduction: The Thinking Challenge (10 minutes)

Hook: Are You a Super Sleuth?

Educator Script/Talking Points: "Have you ever read a mystery book or watched a show where
someone solves a puzzle? Those people are called detectives or sleuths! They don't just guess the
answer; they use a superpower called Critical Thinking. This superpower means you look closely, ask
smart questions, and use evidence to figure things out. Are you ready to train your brain like a super
detective today?"

Learning Objectives (Success Criteria)
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

¢ Observe Closely: Look at an object or situation and identify at least two pieces of evidence.
¢ Ask & Question: Generate one "Why?" or "How do | know?" question about a scenario.
¢ Use Evidence: Make a good guess (an inference) based on the facts, not just feelings.

Body: Training Your Detective Brain

| Do: Modeling Close Observation (15 minutes)
Concept Focus: Evidence vs. Guessing
Activity: Show Me the Evidence

1. Introduce the Tool: Hold up the common object (e.g., the apple). Explain that the first step of
critical thinking is observation.
2. Educator Models (I Do): "l am going to look at this apple. | am not going to guess what it is. |
am going to find *evidence*."
o Observation 1 (Sight): "l see the color red. That is a fact. That is evidence." (Write 'Red'
on the board/paper.)
o Observation 2 (Touch): "l feel that it is smooth and round. That is evidence." (Write
'Smooth & Round'.)
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o Questioning: "Now | ask a question: How do | know this is safe to eat? | don't see any
spots. That's another piece of evidence that helps me think it's okay." (Write '‘No
spots/Clean'.)

3. Summarize: "l didn't say, 'lt's a delicious snack.' That's a guess. | only used facts (evidence) to
describe it. Critical thinking means stacking up the facts first!"

Transition: Now we'll practice using observation and evidence together to solve a small mystery.
We Do: The Mystery Box Challenge (15 minutes)

Concept Focus: Inference and Questioning

Activity: What's Inside?

1. Setup: Place a different hidden object inside the opaque box or bag (Mystery Box).

2. Guided Observation: Ask the learner(s) to use only their senses (shaking, smelling, carefully
touching the outside of the box). They may NOT look inside yet.

3. Gathering Evidence (We Do): Give the learners index cards or paper. Ask them to write down
or draw 3 pieces of evidence they gathered.

o Example Evidence: "It rattles loudly," "It feels heavy," "It smells like plastic."

4. Questioning: Guide the learners to ask two critical questions based on their evidence.

o Example Questions: "If it rattles, does that mean it has loose pieces?" "If it's heavy, is it
made of metal or wood?"

5. Making the Inference: Based ONLY on their evidence and questions, have the learner(s) state
their best guess (inference) about what is inside. ("l infer it is a toy robot because it is heavy and
it rattles like it has gears.")

6. Reveal and Discuss: Open the box. Discuss if the evidence supported the answer. (It is okay if
the guess was wrong, as long as the evidence was real!)

Transition: Now that you’re warmed up, it’s time for your biggest challenge: building your own Evidence
Wall.

You Do: Building the Evidence Wall (20 minutes)
Concept Focus: Application to Real Life
Activity: Critical Thinking Report Card

1. Scenario Choice: The learner selects one of the following scenarios to analyze (Choice and
Autonomy):
o A commercial/advertisement on TV or a printed ad (Classroom/Homeschool).
o A story they heard recently (Homeschool/Training).
o A behavior observed in a pet, sibling, or classmate (Flexible).
2. The Task: The learner must create an "Evidence Wall" report card on a sheet of paper. They will
use three columns:

My Smart Question (Why? / What Else

Observation (What | See/Hear) Evidence (How Do | Know It's True?) Could Be True?)

Example: | see one child smiling really big while
playing with it. | don’t see any other children
playing.

Example: The TV ad says this toy is
the most fun ever!

Example: Why did they only show one child? Is
it still fun if you play alone?

3. Independent Work: Learners fill out at least two rows of the report card based on their chosen
scenario.
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Conclusion: Super Sleuth Wrap-Up (10 minutes)

Recap and Review

Educator Script/Talking Points: "Amazing work, Detective! Let’'s recap our three critical thinking
steps we learned today. When we need to solve a problem or understand information, what do we do
first?"

¢ Learner Recap: 1. Observe (Look Closely). 2. Find Evidence (Fact Check). 3. Ask Questions (Don't
just believe the first thing you hear!).

Formative Assessment Check

Review the learner's "Evidence Wall" report card. Ask them to explain one of their smart questions.
(Success Criteria Check: Did they list evidence? Did they generate a relevant question?)

Reinforcement and Real-World Connection

“From now on, every time you watch a commercial or hear a big claim, turn on your detective mind! Ask
yourself: What is the evidence? Critical thinking helps you make smart choices every day.”

Differentiation and Adaptability

Scaffolding (For struggling or younger learners)

¢ Sentence Starters: Provide pre-written sentence frames for the "Evidence Wall," such as: "l
see/hear ___ " "l know this is true because ___," and "l wonder if ___."

¢ Tactile Focus: During the 'We Do' Mystery Box activity, allow them to draw the feeling of the
object instead of trying to write complex words.

Extension (For advanced learners)

¢ Hypothesis Generation: For the "Evidence Wall," add a fourth column titled "Possible
Alternative Solution." Challenge them to think of two entirely different possibilities for the
scenario, even if their current evidence doesn't strongly support them (e.g., If the dog is hiding,
possibility 1: It is playing. Possibility 2: It is scared.)

¢ Source Checking: If analyzing a news clip or story, challenge the learner to ask: "Who said this?
Can | find this information somewhere else to confirm?"

Universal Adaptations

e Classroom: "The Evidence Wall" becomes a small group poster project analyzing a current event
or a specific chapter in a textbook.

¢ Homeschool/Small Group: The objects can be personalized to the student's interests (e.g.,
analyzing a video game console, a plant in the garden).

¢ Training: The scenarios can be swapped to analyze a company policy or a specific instruction set,
focusing on clarity and factual basis.
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