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The Super Sentence Secret Agents
Materials Needed

Large paper or whiteboard/chalkboard
Markers, crayons, or pencils
Index cards or small pieces of paper (approx. 10)
Picture cards of common objects/animals (e.g., dog, cat, boy, car)
Action word cards (e.g., runs, sleeps, jumps, drives)
Glue stick and scissors (optional, for sentence surgery)
Laminated "Four Sentence Rules Checklist" (or simply written on the board)

Learning Objectives (Secret Agent Mission Goals)
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

Identify the "Who/What" (Subject) and the "Doing Part" (Predicate) in a sentence.1.
Start every sentence with a "Start Light" (Capital Letter).2.
Use "Bubble Spaces" (Finger Spaces) between all your words.3.
End every sentence with a "Stop Sign" (Punctuation).4.

Introduction: The Case of the Muddled Message

Hook (Attention Grabber)

(Write the following sentence on the board *without* capitals, spaces, or punctuation): thedogranfast
"Agent Tobias, we have a very important mission! This note came in, but it’s completely muddled. Can
you read it? It looks like one big, long word! Good sentences are like well-built trains—each car needs its
own space and everything must start and stop correctly. Today, we are going to become Super
Sentence Secret Agents and learn the four secret rules for writing perfect sentences."

Success Criteria (The Four Secret Rules)

Explain that a Super Sentence must follow four rules. We will use a hand signal for each rule:

Start Light Rule (Capital Letter): Point up to the ceiling.1.
Who/What & Doing Rule (Subject/Predicate): Use two hands, separate them.2.
Bubble Space Rule (Finger Spaces): Hold up one finger (the finger used for spacing).3.
Stop Sign Rule (Punctuation): Draw a small dot in the air.4.

Body: Building the Super Sentence

Phase 1: The Who/What and The Doing Part (Subject & Predicate)
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I Do (Modeling)

"A sentence has two main jobs. The first job is to tell us WHO or WHAT the sentence is about. Let's call
this the STAR of the sentence. (Hold up a picture card of a boy.) The Star is 'The Boy.' The second job is
to tell us what the Star is DOING. Let's call this The Action! (Hold up a card that says 'jumps.')"

Educator writes: The boy jumps.

"Look! 'The boy' is the Star, and 'jumps' is the Action. If I just say 'The boy,' do you know what he's
doing? No! If I just say 'jumps,' do you know who is jumping? No! We need both parts!"

We Do (Guided Practice: The Mix-and-Match Game)

1. Lay out 3-4 "Star" cards (pictures) and 3-4 "Action" cards (written words). 2. Learners choose one Star
and one Action to create a verbal sentence. 3. Encourage movement: When the learner says the Star,
they point to themselves. When they say the Action, they act it out. 4. Example: Learner chooses "Cat"
and "Sleeps." Sentence: "The cat sleeps." (The learner points to the card, then pretends to sleep.)

Phase 2: Start Lights, Stop Signs, and Bubble Spaces

I Do (Modeling the Mechanics)

"Now that we have our Star and our Action, we need to make sure our sentence looks perfect." 1.
**Start Light (Capital Letter):** "Every sentence begins the same way: with a tall capital letter! This is
our 'Start Light' telling readers to GO." (Demonstrate capitalizing the first letter of the modeled
sentence: The boy jumps.) 2. **Bubble Spaces (Finger Spaces):** "Words need a little bubble of air so
they don't crash into each other. Use your finger to check! If your finger fits, the space is perfect."
(Demonstrate placing a finger between each word while saying them aloud.) 3. **Stop Sign
(Punctuation):** "When the thought is done, we need a 'Stop Sign.' For most sentences, we use a dot,
called a period (.). It tells the reader to stop reading and take a breath." (Add the period: The boy
jumps.)

We Do (Guided Practice: Sentence Repair)

1. Write a few incomplete sentences on the board (missing one of the four rules). * Example A: the dog
barks (Needs Capital/Punctuation) * Example B: Thecatruns. (Needs Spaces) * Example C: The girl
(Needs Action/Predicate) 2. Go through the "Four Secret Rules Checklist" for each sentence. 3. Ask:
"Does this sentence follow the Start Light Rule?" (Learner points up if yes, shakes head if no.) Fix the
sentence together.

Phase 3: Secret Agent Sentence Mission (Independent Practice)

You Do (Independent Application)

"Agent Tobias, it’s time for your solo mission! You are going to write three sentences based on these
picture prompts. Remember to check all four secret rules before declaring your mission complete." 1.
**Prompt 1 (Focus on Subject/Predicate):** Choose a picture card (e.g., "The Car"). Write one sentence
about what the car is doing. 2. **Prompt 2 (Focus on Spaces):** Write a sentence about a friend or
family member. Check the Bubble Space Rule carefully. 3. **Prompt 3 (Focus on Start/Stop):** Write a
sentence about your favorite toy. Check the Start Light and Stop Sign.
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Success Criteria Checklist (Self-Assessment)

After writing each sentence, the learner uses the checklist to ensure mastery.

Did I follow the rules?

✅ Rule 1: Does it have a Star (Who/What)?
✅ Rule 2: Does it have an Action (Doing Part)?
✅ Rule 3: Does it start with a tall Capital Letter?
✅ Rule 4: Did I check my Bubble Spaces?
✅ Rule 5: Did I put a Stop Sign (.) at the end?

Conclusion: Mission Complete

Closure and Recap

"Excellent work, Agent Tobias! You successfully repaired the muddled message and created three
brand-new Super Sentences. Let’s review the four most important secrets you learned today." (Go
through the four rules and their hand signals one last time.)

Summative Assessment (The Final Test)

Educator writes a sentence on the board that is purposefully missing one key component (e.g., the
fireman eats apples.). Ask the learner to use a marker to circle the Star, underline the Action, put a
box around the Capital Letter, and draw a large period (Stop Sign).

Feedback Opportunity: Provide specific, positive feedback focused on the success criteria. Example:
"I love how you remembered your capital T! Your Bubble Spaces are perfect in sentence number two."

Differentiation and Adaptability

Scaffolding (For Struggling Learners or Younger Ages)

Pre-Wired Sentences: Provide simple, pre-written sentences on sentence strips. The learner
uses scissors to cut the words apart and then glues them back down on a new piece of paper,
ensuring they physically use their finger to measure the spaces between words before gluing.
Color Coding: Use different colored markers: Red for the Capital Letter, Blue for the Subject/Star,
Green for the Action/Predicate, and Black for the Punctuation.

Extension (For Advanced Learners)

Question Marks and Exclamation Points: Introduce the two other "Stop Signs" – the Question
Mark (?) and the Exclamation Point (!). Challenge the learner to write two sentences: one that asks
a question and one that shows excitement, using the correct end punctuation.
Expanded Sentences: Challenge the learner to add a third component: The "Where/When."
(e.g., The boy jumps on the trampoline.)
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Context Adaptability

Classroom: Phases 1 and 2 can be done as large group activities with shared whiteboards or
chart paper. The 'You Do' section becomes an independent seatwork activity.
Homeschool: Utilize movement and multi-sensory tools heavily (e.g., writing in sand or shaving
cream for tactile capitalization practice). The mix-and-match activity works one-on-one effectively.
Training/Workshop (General Writing Skills): The four rules can be reframed as four quality
checks for concise communication (Clarity of Subject, Clarity of Action, Professional formatting,
Ending completeness).


