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Lesson 4 of 91: Mapping Our Community's History:
Identifying Geographic and Built Features

Interest/Topic: Personal & Family History; Communities & Cultures; Intro to
Geography

Materials Needed:

¢ Notebook or blank paper (the same one used in previous lessons)

¢ Pen/Pencil and optional colored pencils/markers

¢ Access to a simple map or satellite image of the local community (physical printout, or projected
display/digital access)

¢ "Community Feature Analysis" Handout (T-Chart template for Natural vs. Built features)

l. Introduction (5 minutes)
Review Previous Concepts (Bridge Language)

Educator Prompt: In Lesson 3, we analyzed our Oral Histories and realized that even within our own
families, things like Social Structure (S) and Culture (C) change across generations. This means our
personal lives are affected by larger historical forces. Building on this, we move from the history of your
family to the history of the next community you belong to: your local neighborhood or town.

Hook: Why Here?

Educator Prompt: Look around your town. Why are the roads here? Why is the school built there? Why
are some parts flat and some parts hilly? We are going to become geographical detectives to
understand how the land (Natural Environment) dictates where and how a community develops.

Learning Objectives (Tell Them What You'll Teach)
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

1. Define 'Community' and differentiate between Natural Environment (N) and Built (human-made)
features within it.

2. Analyze how specific Natural Features (N) influenced the placement and structure of Social (S) and
Cultural (C) elements in your local area.

3. Create a basic sketch map of your community, labeling key features and annotating their
historical relationship.

Success Criteria

You have successfully completed this lesson when your community sketch map accurately identifies at
least three Natural Features and shows, through annotation, how those features directly impacted the
location of three specific Built Features (e.g., roads, buildings, parks).
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Il. Content Presentation & Modeling (1 Do) (10 minutes)
Introducing the Natural Environment (N)

The ‘N’ in INSPECT stands for Natural Environment/Geography. This is the stage upon which all history
plays out. Before a community can develop Social Structures (S) or Culture (C), it must first respond to
its geography.

Key Definitions:

¢ Natural Features (N): Elements of the landscape that were present before human settlement
(e.qg., rivers, lakes, hills, forests, soil type, climate).

¢ Built Features (S/C/T): Elements created by human action to support social structure, culture,
or technology (e.g., roads, bridges, schools, dams, city hall, boundaries).

Historian’s Insight: Geography is Destiny

Early settlers always chose locations based on the Natural Environment. They needed water (N),
protection (N), and workable land (N). Therefore, the oldest parts of your community are usually the
parts most closely tied to the available natural features.

Educator Modeling: The Influence Chain (N -» S/C)
I model analyzing a hypothetical local feature:

1. Natural Feature (N): There is a large, consistent river running through our town.

2. Built Feature (S/C/T): The original city hall (Social Structure/Political System) was built right
next to the river bend.

3. Analysis/Connection: The river (N) provided water power for the first mills (E/T) and served as
the main transportation route (S). Therefore, the central government buildings (S/P) were placed
there to control access and trade, showing N dictated the location of S.

I1l. Guided Practice (We Do) (15 minutes)
Activity 1: Feature Categorization (N vs. S/C)

The educator displays a map or image of the immediate school/home community. Using the
"Community Feature Analysis" handout, learners categorize what they see.

Instructions:

1. Identify 5 features visible in the image or map (or known in the area).
2. Categorize them as either Natural (N) or Built (S, C, or T).

Feature Identified Category (N or Built)
(Example: Highway 40) Built (T)

(Example: The Big Hill/Mound) Natural (N)

Formative Assessment Check: Connecting the Dots

Educator leads a discussion: "For the Natural Feature you identified (e.g., a swamp, a coastal area, a flat
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plain), how do you think that N feature forced early settlers to build their roads (Built/T) or organize their
work (Social Structure/S)?" This checks their understanding of the N —» S/C relationship.

Activity 2: Analyzing Artifacts (Connecting L1 to N)

Learners briefly revisit the personal artifacts or family stories they discussed in L1 or L2. Were any of
those stories or items influenced by the local geography (N)? (E.g., "My grandmother's story about
walking 5 miles to school was necessary because the deep creek (N) prevented a closer road (T/S).")

IV. Independent Practice (You Do) (15 minutes)
The Historian's Community Sketch Map (Application)

Learners will create a conceptual sketch map of the 3-5 block radius immediately surrounding their
learning location (home or classroom), focusing on the critical relationship between geography and
settlement.

Instructions:

1. Sketch: Draw a simple, non-exact map of your immediate neighborhood area.

2. Label N: Identify and label at least three significant Natural Features (N) in or near your map
(e.g., a major slope, a creek, a large patch of woods, rocky terrain).

3. Label Built: Identify and label at least three significant Built Features (S, C, or T) (e.g., a specific
road, a community center, a landmark building).

4. Annotate the Connection: Next to each Built Feature, write a short annotation (1-2 sentences)
explaining how a labeled Natural Feature (N) dictated the location, direction, or necessity of that
Built Feature.

Example Annotation: "The school was built on this high ridge because the flood plain (N) made building
lower down too risky. This shows N influencing S."

Differentiation

e Scaffolding: Provide a blank map template with the main street already drawn. Focus the
requirement on identifying only one major N feature and its impact on two Built features.

e Extension: Advanced learners research or recall a known historical change in their area (e.g., a
wetland was filled in, a river was channeled). They should draw a 'Then' and 'Now' map section,
showing how changing the N feature led to a change in the S/C/T structure.

V. Conclusion & Recap (5 minutes)
Closure and Takeaways (Tell Them What You Taught)

We successfully expanded our focus from the history of one person (L1) and one family (L2/L3) to the
history of the entire community (L4). The key takeaway is that the land itself—the Natural Environment
(N)—is the first and most powerful force shaping where people live, how they build, and ultimately, how
their social structures evolve.
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Review the Objectives (Assessment Check)

Educator asks students to share one example from their map where the land dictated human action.
Assessment focuses on the quality of the annotation—did they make an interpretive historical link (N =
S/C), not just a list?

Flow to Next Lesson

We now know that geography shapes community structure. But how did the community originally start?
Next lesson, we will use our understanding of geography to analyze different patterns of human
settlement, exploring how early communities used the environment for their economic needs (N and E).
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