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The Economic Landscape: How Geography
Determines a Community's Way of Life
Materials Needed:

Completed Community Sketch Map and Analysis Chart from Lesson 3.
Notebook or blank paper (the same one used in previous lessons).
Pen/Pencil.
"N → E Impact Analysis" Handout (A template with columns for Natural Feature, Resulting
Economic Activity, and Related Social Structure).
Access to historical facts or scenarios about the local community's original industries (easily
adaptable via quick online search or provided scenarios).

Time: 50 minutes

I. Introduction (5 minutes)

Review Previous Concepts (Bridge Language)

Educator Prompt: In Lesson 3, we became geographical detectives, showing that the Natural
Environment (N)—the creeks, the hills, the fertile soil—dictates *where* people settle and *where* they
build their roads and homes (Built Features). What was one example you found where N dictated S or T
in your local area? (Reviewing the N → S/C/T chain.)

Hook: Why Stay?

Educator Prompt: People settle where the land is favorable (N). But why do they *stay*? They stay
because the land allows them to meet their needs, primarily by making a living. Today, we introduce the
'E' in INSPECT: Economics. We will analyze how the physical world dictates how people survive
financially.

Learning Objectives (Tell Them What You'll Teach)

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

Define primary economic activities and classify them based on resource extraction.
Analyze the explicit historical relationship between the local Natural Environment (N) and the
dominant economic activity (E) of a community.
Connect historical economic activities (E) back to the Social Structures (S) and Culture (C)
observed in personal and family history (L2/L3).

Success Criteria

You have successfully completed this lesson when your "N → E Impact Analysis" identifies at least three
historical/current economic activities in your community, links each activity to a specific necessary
Natural Feature (N), and hypothesizes one corresponding Social Structure (S) required by that industry.

II. Content Presentation & Modeling (I Do) (10 minutes)
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Introducing Economics (E) and the N → E Chain

Economics (E) is the study of how people produce, distribute, and consume goods and services. For
early communities, 'E' was simple: how do we use the immediate environment to survive?

Key Concepts: Primary Economic Sectors (Resource-Based)

In historical context, most initial economic activities are *resource-based* (Primary Sector), relying
directly on the Natural Environment (N):

Forestry/Lumber: Requires large forests (N).
Farming/Agriculture: Requires fertile soil and moderate climate (N).
Fishing/Maritime: Requires lakes, rivers, or coastlines (N).
Mining/Extraction: Requires specific mineral or coal deposits (N).

Educator Modeling: The N → E → S/C Chain

I model how the N identified in L3 influenced the economy (E), which in turn influenced social
organization (S) (connecting to L2 themes). Educator Example (Using a River N):

Natural Feature (N): Access to a deep, fast-moving river (identified in L3).1.
Resulting Economic Activity (E): Trade, Shipping, and Mill Power. This river becomes a hub for2.
goods and industry.
Impact on Social Structure (S): Because the economy relies on trade and shipping, a new3.
social structure emerges: specialized labor (sailors, merchants, dock workers) and potentially a
powerful merchant class. (This contrasts with the farming S structure observed in L2.)

*Bridge Language:* "We saw in L2 how family roles (S) were based on what work needed to be done.
Here, the river (N) creates a job (E), which then creates a new social role (S)."

III. Guided Practice (We Do) (15 minutes)

Activity 1: Local Economy Investigation

Learners retrieve their L3 sketch map. The educator introduces 3-4 known historical economic activities
of the local area (or provides scenarios that match the N features identified by the class, e.g., "Imagine
your town was founded on coal mining"). Instructions:

Look back at the Natural Features (N) you labeled on your map (L3).1.
For each major historical industry shared by the educator, identify which Natural Feature (N) made2.
that industry possible. Fill out the first two columns of the "N → E Impact Analysis" handout.

Natural Feature (N) Resulting Economic Activity (E)

(Example: Flat, nutrient-rich soil) (Example: Large-scale wheat farming)

(Example: Dense Pine Forest) (Example: Lumber and paper mills)

Formative Assessment Check: Economic Logic

Educator prompts discussion: "If your town's economy was primarily based on fishing (E), what Natural
Feature *must* be present (N)? Could your town have survived historically if it was landlocked and had
no resources?" Ensure students are making logical connections between the resource base (N) and the
job (E).
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Activity 2: E and S Connection (Spiral Learning)

Learners now hypothesize the Social Structures (S) and Cultural elements (C) that grew out of the
economic activity (E). Educator Prompt: If your town was a farming community (E), what kind of social
structure (S) would be necessary? (Hint: Think about teamwork, seasonality, and land ownership.) If it
was a fishing town (E), what cultural traditions (C) might they have related to the sea or safety?
(Connecting back to L2 analysis.)

IV. Independent Practice (You Do) (15 minutes)

The Historian's Economic Profile (Application)

Learners select one specific Built Feature from their L3 map (e.g., an old warehouse, a specific road, the
original town hall) and hypothesize its original economic function, linking it directly back to N.
Instructions:

Choose one major historical economic activity (E) from your analysis chart.1.
Find a Built Feature on your L3 map (or a known landmark) that you believe was originally built to2.
support that economy (E). (E.g., A barn, a railroad track, a mill building).
Write a short "Economic Profile" paragraph (4-6 sentences) explaining the full historical chain: N →3.
E → Built Feature.

*Bridge Language Prompt:* "The presence of [Specific N Feature] led directly to [Specific E Activity].
Because of this economy, the community needed to build [Specific Built Feature] to support [S/C/T
function]. This shows how N provides the foundation for all E."

Differentiation

Scaffolding: Provide a choice of three pre-written economic profiles, and the learner must match
the correct Natural Feature (N) from their map to the profile and circle the corresponding Built
Feature.
Extension: Advanced learners must analyze a current economic shift. For example, if their local N
once supported lumber (E), but the economy is now based on tourism (E), they must analyze what
N feature supports the *new* E activity (e.g., scenic beauty, access to highways) and how the S
and C structures have changed as a result.

V. Conclusion & Recap (5 minutes)

Closure and Takeaways (Tell Them What You Taught)

Educator Question: We have now proven that history starts with geography. If your family history (L2)
showed that your ancestors lived in an area with abundant coal (N), how did that N feature shape their
economy (E), and subsequently their daily lives (S/C)? (Expected Answer: N creates E, which structures
S/C.)

Summative Assessment Check

The educator quickly reviews the Economic Profile paragraph. Assessment focuses on the clarity of the
causal link (N must be the *cause* of E, which must be the *cause* of the Built Feature/S).
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Flow to Next Lesson

We now understand that Natural Environment (N) determines our economic activity (E), and that this
defines how people live (S/C). But who decides who gets to use the river (N) or sell the timber (E)? When
resources are involved, power and rules become necessary. Next time, we introduce the 'P' in INSPECT:
Political Systems. We will explore how early communities formed governments and boundaries to
manage the resources dictated by their geography.


